     CAN GOD COUNT ON YOU? 
    Do you love God? How much? Are you willing to be fully committed to him in every way? Is there anything you would not do for God (Mark 12:29-30)? We live in a world that is constantly at war, at war with sin (2 Corinthians 10:3-6). Whose side are you on? 

    Can God count on you to increase your knowledge of his word so you can defend it against false teachers and their disciples? "You must continue growing in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ" (2 Peter 3:18). God wants us to go beyond a state of spiritual infancy and advance to maturity (Hebrews 5:11-14). We do this when we pray, study, and apply the Scriptures (Acts 17:11). Will you resolve to study the Scriptures on a daily basis? 

    Can God count on you to defend the truth against every foe? Too many people will defend the gospel if someone they do not like is perverting it. But, if one of their friends perverts God's word, they tend to be very tolerant, or they will make excuses for them. When truth is at stake, we 
should have no friends except God. Do you find yourself wetting a finger and sticking it in the air to see which way the wind is blowing before you take a stand on a controversial issue? The Bible says stand (Ephesians 6:13-14; Jude 3)! 

    Can God count on you to take an active role in the work and worship of the local congregation? God has not placed the responsibility for building up the local congregation on the shoulders of only one person. The evangelist's role is to preach the word (2 Timothy 4:1-5); the elders oversee (Acts 20:17, 28-32); the deacons serve (Acts 6:1-6), and everybody is to work! As the old timers used to say, "Don't no one monkey run no show." In short, everybody's got to work if we are going to grow. 

    Can God count on you to be uncompromising in the fight against sin, shame, and immorality? When people in the work place laugh at homosexuality, unscriptural multiple marriages, the use of alcohol and drugs among the nation's youth, teen pregnancy out of wedlock, do you go with the flow or do you plead God's case (1 Corinthians 6:9-10; Galatians 5:9-21)? If God can count on you, prove it!                                                                                            Ron Daly  
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess……………..Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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            A TRULY WONDERFUL 
                 STATEMENT! 
    "And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus." (1Timothy 1:14, KJV) 

    Have you ever read this passage and stopped to consider what Paul is actually saying here? His description, of the grace of God, is almost a definition in itself of what God has done for us through Jesus the Christ! Notice first that these words come on the heels of Paul's description of his own condition before his conversion to Christianity, in vs. 13: He was... 

    ...a blasphemer (one who speaks evil, slanders, rails and abuses). In Acts 26:11, Paul told King Agrippa that, in his former life, he actually tried to cause Christians to do this, trying to force them to renounce their faith! 

    ...a persecutor (one who intentionally causes suffering and pain). As Paul addressed the angry mob in the "castle stairs" speech of Acts 22, he freely admitted in vs. 4 that he had previous-ly persecuted Christians "...unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women." 

    ... injurious (this derives from the same word as our English word hubris, and it describes an insolent, violent aggressor, "one who, uplifted with pride, either heaps insulting language upon others or does them some shameful act of wrong.") This same word is used in Romans 1:30 to describe those who are "despiteful" (KJV) or "insolent" (ASV), among other evil qualities. 

    In spite of these wicked qualities, Paul obtained mercy from the Lord (1 Timothy 1:13). 

    Next, we read of the grace of God which Paul received: God showed him grace in granting him mercy when what he deserved was condemnation. "Grace" is sometimes described as "what we urgently need but in no way deserve." The word itself simply means favor; thus, what Paul obtained was God's favor, His blessing, His approval. It is important to note, however, that this approval did not come before Paul repented of his evil doings, nor did he receive it before his baptism (Acts 9:6 & 9, cf. Acts 22:16). Rather, when Paul did what Jesus instructed, he received what the Lord had promised (Acts 22:10). Paul does not merely record, however, that God had mercy on him; instead, he describes what 
God had done by saying that the grace he received was "exceedingly abundant" (literally, overflowing). This description might take our minds back to the words of David in the Shepherd's Psalm (23), where he exclaims "...my cup runneth over." It is by this "overflowing" grace of God that we are saved! He has not given us "just enough" grace to be saved, or "nearly" enough, nor even "a little extra;" 

    God has given us more grace than we can hold! More grace than we can contain! More grace, even, than we can use! In Ephesians 2:8, it is by this abundant grace that we are saved. Paul describes it in Ro-mans 6:23 as the "free gift of God (which) is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (ASV). This gift stands in contrast to the "paycheck" of sin, which is eternal separation from Him! The life which God gives in Christ is an "abundant life" ac-cording to John 10:10 and Paul calls it "life indeed" in 1Timothy 6:19. 

    Now notice the words of 1 Timothy 1:15-16; Paul is giving us a lesson to share will all people, in all cultures, for all times: If one who actively and intentionally fought against the Lord and His will can nonetheless be saved, then anyone who will come to Him can obtain salvation! There is no one who is "too bad, or to wicked, or too far from God" to receive His grace, and there is no one for whom God "doesn't have enough grace" for salvation! As Jesus Himself says in Revelation 22:17, "whosoever will, let him take of the water of life freely." The core of Paul's words comes in 1 Timothy 1:15 and it is simply this: Jesus Christ saves sinners! Therefore, NO ONE is beyond the reach of His grace, who chooses to come to Him. What a truly wonderful statement about the goodness, generosity and love of our God!                          Dave Rogers
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
          YOU CANNOT DECEIVE GOD 
    "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap" (Galatians 6:7). GOD IS NOT MOCKED. GOD CANNOT BE FOOLED OR DECEIVED. 

    "God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart" (1 Samuel 16:7). You cannot hide anything from God. 

    A hypocrite can fool many people at times, but be sure a hypocrite can never FOOL GOD about anything. He knew Achan had taken of the accursed thing and had hid it in his tent (Joshua 6 & 7). He knew Ananias & Sapphira had lied (Acts 5). He knew when Adam & Eve had eaten the forbidden fruit (Genesis 3). "Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do" (Hebrews 4:13). He knew it when David sinned with Bathsheba (2 Samuel 11 &12). 

    God's Word says, "Be sure your sin will find you out" (Numbers 32:23). 

    REMEMBER ALWAYS - GOD KNOWS EVERYTHING YOU SAY & DO.
                                                                                                  Willis Logan
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Michel Dietz who has been battling cancer (a friend of Tim & Carol Reed), Mr. & Mrs. Hagner (Susan Maxwell’s parents) and Dave Elliott’s sister who has eye cancer.
Traveling: Mike & Annie Katkus until Oct. 28th. 
Men’s Work Day: Mon. Sept 28th at 10 AM.  
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.
Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “But those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from the heart; and they defile the man. Mat. 15:18 (KJV)
Today’s Proverb: “For the LORD giveth wisdom: out of his mouth cometh knowledge and understanding. But whoso hearkeneth unto me (God) shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil.” Prov. 2:6 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 72                                                                    
Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
