  THE FEW WHO DILIGENTLY SEEK GOD 

    When a person is careful to consider what our Lord Jesus Christ said about obtaining eternal life with God, it is indeed sobering in thought.  In Matt 7:14 He said: "Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it."  The writer of the Hebrews epistle also said: "...for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." (Heb 11:6). Peter wrote: "Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure..." (2 Pet 1:10). 

   The few as opposed to the many will enter the narrow gate and walk the straitened way.  It is a narrow gate because it requires that a person empty himself of himself and become totally devoted to the Lord Jesus Christ (II Corinthians 5:14). It is straitened way because it requires that one walk by the teachings of the Gospel of Christ to the end of one's life (Romans 8:1; Hebrews 3:12-14).  God will reward only those who sincerely seek after Him.  Jesus said that to know God and to know Him whom God sent (Christ) is to have eternal life (John 17:3). John wrote: "And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments." (I John 2:3). 

    Diligence requires carefulness and earnest interest in what we are doing.  Paul wrote those Word to Christians at Ephesus: "See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is." (Ephesians 5:15-17). Jesus said, "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven." (Matthew 7:21).  He also said, "...My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me." (John 7:16). Will you be one of the Few who diligently seeks God?   Don L. Norwood.

---------------------------------------------------------------------  
                        WHEN I WHINE 

   Today, upon a bus, I saw a girl with golden hair I looked at her and sighed and wished I was as fair. When suddenly she rose to leave, I saw her hobble down the aisle. She had one leg and used a crutch But as she passed, she passed a smile. Oh, God, forgive me when I whine I have 2 legs, the world is mine. 

    I stopped to buy some candy The lad who sold it had such charm I talked with him a while, he seemed so very glad if I were late, it'd do no harm, And as I left, he said to me, "I thank you, you've been so kind. It's nice to talk to folks like you. You see,' he said, "I'm blind." Oh, God, forgive me when I whine. I have two eyes, the world is mine.  

    Later while walking down the street, I saw a child with eyes of blue He stood and watched the others play He did not know what to do. I stopped a moment and then I said, "Why don't you join the others, dear?" He looked ahead without a word. And then I knew, he couldn't hear. Oh, God, forgive me when I whine. I have 2 ears, the world is mine.  

    With feet to take me where I'd go. With eyes to see the sunset's glow. With ears to hear what I would know. Oh, God, forgive me when I whine. I’ve been blessed indeed, The world is mine.                                    Author Unknown     
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess……………..Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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             A New Way Revealed  

    Recently I was driving down the road and I noticed a sign on one of the local denominations. It said, “Experience a new way to know God.” This really got me to thinking. If God wanted me to know Him, the Creator, the Sustainer, the Giver of life and salvation, how would He reveal himself to me? Are there any new ways to know God–ways in which God has not revealed Himself to us? Better ways than the ways He reveals Himself to us now? Let’s think about this question together

    According to Hebrews 1:1, God revealed Himself to people of old times by the prophets in diverse portions and diverse manners. Sometimes God used dreams to reveal things as in the case of Joseph. Sometimes God used divine messengers (we call them angels) as in the case of Lot at the destruction of Sodom and Gomorra. Sometimes God revealed Himself directly in the form of a person such as in the case of Joshua (Joshua 5:13-15). Most of the time, however, God spoke through prophets–men who preached His word to the people. According to Peter, this involved the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Peter wrote regarding these prophets: “holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). This was the way in which God once made Himself known to men.  

Today there is only one way that God makes Himself known to us–it is through the person of Jesus the Christ. The Hebrew writer continues the thought in Hebrews 1:2 that in these last days God has spoken to us by His Son. Jesus is the only means through which we can come to know God today. The best way for one person to reveal himself to another person is to TELL that person in person what he or she wants the other to know. This is what God has done through Jesus. He has told us, in the person of Jesus, what He wants us to know.   

    I recently read a story about one of the presidents of the United States who was standing on the edge of a yacht. He had been there for some time just staring intently into the ocean. The people around wondered what great thought was pulsing through the president’s mind. At last he turned around, looked at the crowd and spoke. “Do you see that seagull over there?” he asked. The crowd listened intently. “I do believe,” he said, “that it is dead.” Oh the disappointment that must have swelled through the crowd to think that their president would be considering such low thoughts. Disappointment, however, only due to the fact that he had not revealed his mind to them; they assumed him to be thinking great things. All the speculation of those around could not reveal what he alone could. God reveals himself through the person and life of Jesus Christ–His Son. To know God we merely need to know the Son and He has revealed the Son to us in His word. John boldly states,” No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him” (John 1:18).  

    While there will be some who will enter that denomination which purports a “new way to know God,” I will not be one of them. God has given us the only way to know Him today–the Bible. The Bible contains the history of the preservation of the people from which His Son arrived. The Bible contains the story of the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of His Son. The Bible contains the continued story of the kingdom of God’s Son through the efforts of the apostles and prophets in the church. It is complete in its revelation (Jude 3; 2 Peter 1:3; James 1:25). There are no “new ways” to know God today. God has revealed Himself to us in the greatest possible way–personally through His Son, Jesus the Christ. And through the excellencies of His knowledge we can come to know Him (Philippians 3:8-10).                                                 Kevin Cauley            
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
             FOR SOMEBODY ELSE
    Lord, please let no day pass without my being nice to somebody – doing a little extra that I don’t have to do.
    Let me smile at a stranger or pay an unexpected compliment. Let me thank a clerk or a waitress who’s done a good job. Let me wave a car ahead of me in traffic. Let me write a note of appreciation, hand a flower to a passing child, offer a hot and thirsty deliveryman a cold drink.

    Let me run an errand for somebody. Let me share my surplus – whether it is cloths or money or health and strength. Let me call on somebody who’s lonely, or at least pick up the phone and say, “Let’s talk.”

    Thank you, Lord, that the list is so long, the cost so little, and the opportunities every single day so great.

    “Inasmuch as you have done it unto one of the least of these, my brethren,” you once said, “you have done it unto me.” Perhaps that’s why there is such a sense of blessing in doing even little things we don’t have to do for somebody else.  
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Michel Dietz who has been battling cancer (a friend of Tim & Carol Reed)  and Mr. & Mrs. Hagner (Susan Maxwell’s parents).

Traveling: Mike & Annie Katkus until Oct. 28th , and Tina Crawford. 

Church Pictures: Today after church for New Picture Directory.
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: “Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.” Mat. 16:24 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “My son, forget not my law; but let thine heart keep my commandments: For length of days, and long life, and peace, shall they add to thee.” Prov. 3:1-2 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 82                                                                    

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
