        ATTENTION TO ATTENDANCE 
    This is one of those ever present problems and concerns of Elders and Preachers alike. Why do we have such a problem? I wish I knew because that would give a beginning point to find a solution to the Problem. We can say they are worldly. We can say they are too interested in material things. But, there are some deeper down that is the Problem. Heb 10:25 tells us that this was even in a problem in the first century. The following paragraph comes from a friend's bulletin in which he gives a rather interesting case. 

    Our attendance on Sunday evening is not what it should be. Somebody said to a preacher that he didn't come because there was no command of the Lord to be there on Sunday night. He then asked the question, "Preacher, why do I have to be there?" To which, the preacher responded, "If you really love the Lord, where would you rather be than with Him and His people?" Jesus said, "Seek first the king of God and His righteousness..." (Matthew 6:33). "'Nuff' said!"! Keep reading the Word!!” 

    This may be keep closer to the problem. When man wants to do something whether right or wrong he will always seek authority for it. Whether by scripture or by some other author for what they do. 

Not many years ago a man by the name of Dale Gather retired from the Post 
Office after a life time of carrying the Mail. It was Dale’s dream to preach full time. His First full time work was in a middle Missouri resort Town. One after another he contacted about coming to worship on Sunday evening and Wednesday evening. He was told that their is no scripture that says that they have to come. When Dale called me his lip had hit the floor over such statements and ideas as this. I believe the real problem is that they may just do not love the Lord enough. Sometimes we have ox’s in the ditch and have to work. When this back the cycle of our habit of attending worship, we forget to attend. This happens to a lot of people. They are not evil, wicked folks, but they have begun to cool off in the fervor and love for the Lord. Person-ally, I attend, because I love the Lord, his people and this is the right thing to do. I wish that we could get everyone present every time the doors open. I wish that all the saints want this as well. But, I realize that their are things that will hinder this, such as heath, work, etc. 

    Let, us begin today with this goal. I am going to be present every time the Saints meet. I will not let anything hinder that attendance. I will budget my time where I can get in the work, the visits to Grandmother, etc. but still have the time to attend with the Saints in Quanah. Let us not rob God of our worship, time and presence with the Saints. You see giving is both of money and of self. Some have little money that they can give, but every-body had self that they can give. Since, he deserve my first and best, he deserves my presence every time the saints meet. 

Lyndal Lee Werner
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess……………..Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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    Why You Need to Stop Trying 
         to Feel God’s Presence
                 by Wes McAdams 
    I hear people say things like, “I could feel God’s presence at that church.” Or, “I could really feel God’s presence while we were singing that song.” There is certainly no doubt a person can have a fantastic emotional response to a song or to the friendliness of a church, but I don’t believe God Himself is experienced in this way. Furthermore, trying to discern the will of God based on whether or not you “feel His presence” seems a very dangerous way to live your life. Here are some things I hope you will consider: 

                                 1. God is Present Everywhere 
    The God of the Bible is not present in some places and absent from others. The God of the Bible is omnipresent, meaning He is present everywhere. The apostle Paul preached, “The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man” (Acts 17:24). When we relegate God’s presence to a certain time and place, we may unintentionally imply He isn’t present at other times or in other places. 

    The Psalmist wrote, “Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night,’ even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you” (Psalm 139:7-12). 

    While God has always been omnipresent, there was a time when His presence dwelt in a unique way in the temple of Jerusalem, but that is no longer the case. At Christ’s death, the curtain of the temple was torn and from that time on God’s presence no longer resided uniquely in a physical building. Now, the only unique place in which God dwells, is in the body of Christians through His Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19). If you are a Christian, you take God with you EVERYWHERE you go. 

              2. God’s Will is Not Discerned by Feeling His Presence 
    Many people justify decisions by saying, “I knew I was doing the right thing, because I could feel God’s presence.” This type of emotionalism is not Christian discipleship. Christians discern the will of God by examining and applying Scripture, not by trying to feel the presence of God. 

 The Jews in Berea were commended for examining the Scriptures to discern the will of God (Acts 17:11). 

 Paul told Timothy, “All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

 And the Psalmist wrote, “How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word.” (Psalm 119:9)! 

    Furthermore, Scripture tells us our heart is deceitful (Jeremiah 17:9), trusting in our heart is foolish (Proverbs 28:26), and the way that leads to death almost always seems right at the time (Proverbs 14:12). In other words, the will of God cannot be determined emotionally. Just because you felt like God was there, does not mean your decision was one God would endorse. 

If you want to know His will, you have to read His word. 

                         3. God’s Presence is Known, Not Felt 
    While on earth, we must experience God through faith. Faith is knowledge (Hebrews 11:1) and comes from hearing God’s word (Romans 10:17). Faith is knowing God is present when I feel happy, knowing He is present when I feel sad, knowing He is present when I feel like He is next door, and knowing He is present when I feel like He’s a million miles away. Even when I don’t feel like it, I KNOW by faith that God is present. 

    But you may ask, “Then why do I feel something special when I worship, when I study the Bible, or engage in other spiritual activities?” The Gospel – the Good News that Jesus Christ has reconciled us to God – should evoke an emotional response from us. When the knowledge of what God has done for us through Christ, and the knowledge that we can approach God’s holy throne of grace with confidence (Hebrews 4:16), really sinks deep into our hearts, we ought to be overwhelmed with emotion! 

    The fact that a song about God’s love for us brings tears to your eyes, doesn’t mean God suddenly showed up during that song; it just means a beautiful truth just sank a little deeper into your heart. 

                                                 Conclusion 
    I would simply encourage you to search God’s word and know His will. Know the reality of His omnipotence. Obey the gospel of Jesus Christ (2 Thessalonians 1:8) so that “Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith” (Ephesians 3:17). And know that, if you are a Christian, God is uniquely present within you no matter where you are and no matter how you feel.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------     
                                Our Family News 
Get Together & Singing: Today after Evening worship at the Kelly’s please bring finger food.

Men’s Breakfast & Training Class: Mar. 7th (Subject assigned).
Friday Night Bible Class: Friday Feb. 27th at 7 P.M. “Bible Authority”. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.
Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.” Mat. 9:6 (KJV)
Today’s Proverb: “As a roaring lion, and a ranging bear; so is a wicked ruler over the poor people.”  Pro.28:15 (KJV) 
Attendance last Sunday: 77                                                                    Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You     
