        BUT, FOR THE RECORD 
    A "record" is a "register; chronicle; something preserved in writing; a testimony." There are government records, military, school, legal, courthouse, and statistical records. Records are considered factual, authoritative, and conclusive. When a question arises, appeal is made to the facts of the record. 

    We have a DIVINE RECORD - a record of the mind and will of God. That record is Scripture (see 2 Timothy 3:16-17; I John 5:7, 10-11; 3 John 12; Revelation 1:2). 

    Unfortunately, often what men say is not according to the Divine record. Our concern must be what God says, not what man thinks. Notice some popular sentiments that are not according to the record! 

    Men say, "Jesus was only a good man, nothing more," BUT, FOR THE RECORD, the Bible teaches Jesus is the Son of God (John 1:32, 34; Matthew 16:16; John 20:30-31; Matthew 17:5). 

    Men say, "Salvation is by faith only - Just believe," BUT FOR THE RECORD, the Bible teaches we must do something to be saved (Matthew 7:21-23; I Peter 1:22; Hebrews 5:8-9; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). 

    Men say, "It's not really important what you believe - doctrine doesn't mat-ter," BUT FOR THE RECORD, the Bible teaches that true doctrine is essential and vital (John 8:31-32; Matthew 28:20; I Corinthians 12:20). 

    Men say, "One church is as good as another - join the church of your choice," BUT, FOR THE RECORD, the Bible teaches Jesus built one church (Matthew 16:13-18; Ephesians 1:22-23; 4:4; I Corinthians 12:20). 

    Men say, "We're all headed for the same place - there are many ways to heaven," BUT FOR THE RECORD, the Bible teaches there is but one way (Matthew 7:13-14; John 14:6). 

    Men say, "Baptism is just an out-ward sign of inward grace, and it is not necessary for salvation," BUT FOR THE RECORD, the Bible teaches baptism is essential, it is for the remission of sins, and puts one into Christ (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:39; 22:16; I Peter 3:21). 

    Men say, "How one lives isn't important— God will accept all people regardless," BUT FOR THE RECORD, the Bible teaches the necessity of holiness (I Peter 1:15-16; I Corinthians 6:9-11). 

    So, look at any religious matter and ask, is it from Heaven, or from men? (Matthew 21:23-25). How to tell? Consult the record! 

                                                                                       John M. Brown
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess……………..Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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      JUDGING RIGHTEOUS JUDGMENTS 
    “Wherefore I will not be negligent to put you always in remembrance of these things, though ye know them, and be established in the present truth” (2 Pet 1:12). Since the inspired apostle taught the brethren on matters with which they were already familiar, it is obvious that even those Bible topics which we have al-ready learned need to be covered again and again – If they are worth discussing once, they are worth discussing on other occasions. 

    It has been this writer’s firm conviction for many years that one major cause of the current departures from the truth on the part of many is the failure to teach and re-teach the basic affirmations of the Bible. The most misunderstood and violate precepts of truth are often those vital verses which we assume the brethren know, such a Matthew 7:1-5. 

    In discussing the Bible with various people in the community and in the church, sentiments as these are sometimes heard: “We cannot pass any judgment of any kind on others”. “We can judge only if we are completely free from all sin and religious error our-selves.” The words of Matthew 7:1 are usually cited. 

    This text does not forbid all kinds of judgments. Certainly it does not forbid the civil judgments of a court of Law (Romans 13:1-4). It does not forbid the judgments which are inherent in cased of church discipline (Gal 6:1; James 5:19; 2 Thess. 3:6). It did not forbid the moral judgment Paul imposed on the Corinthians (I Cor 5:9). It does not disallow the judgments which are required in Titus 1:9; I John 4:1 or 1 Thess. 5:21. The text does not prohibit making judgments in private offences (Matt 18:15-17). To make Matthew 7:1-5 apply to any and all cases are to misapply the truth of the passage. 

    Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment (John 7:24). Since things are not always what they seem to be on the surface, we are forbidden to pronounce judgments based only on appearance. Instead, our judgments are to be righteous. They are to be in harmony with the principles that are right and just; they are to be above and without partiality or prejudice. They are not to be based on human standards, but on the righteous teaching of God’s word (cf. Psalms 119:172; Prov. 14:12).
    God's word forbids hypocritical judgments. “Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things.” (Rom 2:1; cf. 2:17-24). Paul does not mean that we must be sinless before we can judge; if so, we could not even teach the lost, for before we can teach the lost we must decide that they are lost! What he forbids is our condemning others for wrong doing when we ourselves are guilty of the same or worse sin. 

The Bible forbids harsh judgments. These are judgments which grow out of malice -- a desire to hurt or destroy one we regard as any enemy or rival. We must remember that the judgment we mete out will be meted out also to us (Matt 7:2; James 2:13). 

    We are not to judge the motives of others. Unless the person reveals to us his motives we cannot know with certainty what they are. “For what man knoweth the things of man, save the spirit of man which is in him” (I Cor. 2:11)? We must be careful about reading something into the statements or actions, or perhaps even the facial expressions of another. 

    We must not pass judgment unless we possess all the significant facts. A society lady was giving a formal dinner party for a large number of guests. The cook showed the lady the green scum which was on top of a can of mushrooms she had opened and inquired whether to use them or throw them out. Since there was not time to procure another can the cook fed a small portion to the family dog. No ad-verse reactions were seen from the dog so the mushrooms were served to the guests. Later, the cook came running up to her mistress and exclaimed, “Oh, Madam, the dog is dead!” The lady, assuming the worst, rushed all her guests to the hospital where the unpleasant experience of pumping out their stomachs was endured by all. It was only then that the cook was able to explain fully that the dog had been run over by a car while crossing the street! 

    “Why didn’t my brother speak to me when I met him on the street? Why was he looking the other way?” “Why did my sister have that pained expression on her face when I greeted her?” We should not jump to a conclusion about such things; the full details just might give a complete-ly different picture from the surface appearance if we only knew the whole story. 

    There are some practical solutions that may help to keep us from making wrongful judgments: (1) Put yourself in the other person’s place. (2) Remember that you can be wrong in your judgment. (3) Think what wrongfully judging others do to you. 

    The Bible gives some solution to the problem. (1) “Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them...” (Matt 7:12). (2) “See that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently” (I Pet 1:22). (3) “And be ye kind one to another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph 4:32).                                                                        Bob Winton   
                                Our Family News 
Traveling: Hans and Danesa Nicholson, Tom Betti. 
Men’s Business Meeting: Today after morning services.
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.
Today’s Scripture: Jesus said: “And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet.”Mat. 10:14 (KJV)
Today’s Proverb: “Whoso robbeth his father or his mother, and saith, It is no transgression; the same is the companion of a destroyer.”  Pro.28:24 (KJV) 
Attendance last Sunday: 79                                                                    Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You     
