                 Spiritual Security 
                                    By: Stephen Higley 

    When we watch television we might see a commercial or perhaps see a billboard that is advertising financial or identity security. We all want to watch out when it comes to our debit and credit cards being used without our knowledge. We want to have insurance as a means of security if something happens to us. The greatest security that we can have is spiritual security, and that is within the reach of everyone. Peter specifies the things to do to keep from falling and to be granted an entrance into the eternal kingdom (II Pet.1:5-11). 

    Faith is necessary. Without faith it is impossible to please God (Heb.11:6). We are to live by faith (Gal.2:20), and walk by faith (II Cor.5:7). When we pass on; we are able to win the victory by faith (I Jn.5:4). Let it be said about us, “Your faith groweth exceedingly” (II Thes.1:3). 

    Peter, by inspiration, specifies that we are to add to our faith, virtue (II Pet.1:5). Virtue is strength or courage. It is product of faith in God (Psa.27:13; Phil.4:13). Hard times  must be endured with courage (II Tim.2:3). When looking at the lives of Christ and Paul, we see lives of courage. 

    Knowledge is to be attached to virtue as the building blocks for spiritual security (II Pet.1:5). A religious activity without the proper Bible knowledge only causes trouble (Hos.4:6). Jesus says that we must have knowledge of the truth (Jn.8:32). The children of Israel had zeal without knowledge (Rom.10:1-3). It is often the case today in denominations and even within the borders of the church. 

    Temperance, or self-control, is essential that we may make the proper use of faith, virtue, and knowledge. “He that ruleth his spirit is better than he that taketh his city” (Pro.16:32). Temperance is also mentioned in the list of the fruit of the Spirit (Gal.5:23). 

    Patience which can be said to be steadfastness or endurance is to be found within the Christian (I Tim.6:11). We are told to run with patience (Heb.12:1). Oftentimes we may hear the saying of having the patience of Job (Jam.5:11), which is true. Those that have patience and continue to do the will of God will inherit eternal life (Heb.10:38). 

    Godliness is to be implemented next to insure spiritual security. Godliness is profitable to all things (I Tim.4:8). Godliness with contentment is great gain (I Tim.6:6). There are some that have a form of godliness but deny it (II Tim.3:5). The word of God gives all things that pertain unto life and godliness (II Pet.1:3). We are to be godly in this world of ungodly things (Tit.2:12). 

    It is easily recognized as sympathy in action. Brotherly kindness is a fruit of love (I Cor.13:4). Paul wrote, “Be ye kind one to another” (Eph.4:32). If we show brotherly kindness among the church half of our problems will be solved (Eph.4:2-3). “Be kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another” (Rom.12:10). Brotherly kindness is to be exercised daily alongside the previous things mentioned. 

    Peter writes, “And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity” (II Pet.1:7). We must love God (Mt.22:37); our neighbor (Mt.22:39); the brethren (I Pet.2:17); our enemies (Mt.5:44); and, the truth (II Thes.2:10-12).                                                                                                      
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess……………..Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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COMMITMENT TO BIBLE STUDY 
    Typically, Christians will have every good intent of studying their Bibles more. Then they figure out how much time it will take to do it the right way, and so they do not even begin. So I realize some of you think that you do not have the time in your schedule to do all that I have recommended in studying your Bible. But you would be wrong! Finding time to study your Bible is not about whittling away a little bit at a time from everything else you are doing; it begins when we make a commitment to study our Bibles, follow through on it, and then let other, less important things go undone, until we finally realize that we do not really miss them at all. 

    The reason why some people seem so knowledgeable is no mystery. It simply shows that they have invested a great deal of their lives and energy in Bible study. The apostle Paul spoke and wrote by inspiration; however, near the end of his life, he told Timothy, "The cloke that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with thee, and the books, but especially the parchments" (2 Tim. 4:13). Paul studied the scriptures throughout his en-tire life! That alone should motivate us and help us see just how important it is. It 

also shows that it involves an investment of your time and thought. So if you were hoping that I was going to tell you about some secret shortcuts to studying the Bible, I must inform you that there are none. Shortcuts in Bible study lead to short circuits in life. A commitment to true Bible study (Ps. 119:97), on the other hand, combined with a sincere heart (1 Pet. 1:22-23), will lead to true commitment to Christ in all of life (Jas. 1:22). 

    Bible study is hard work, but it is also very rewarding work. Bible study guides us through the difficulties of life so that we are better prepared and enjoy great comfort (Ps. 119:105; 2 Cor. 1:3-5). It is through Bible study that we are able to know our Savior better and better understand our God (1 Jn. 2:3; Rom. 10:17). Bible study prepares us to give answers to those around us (1 Pet. 3:15) and provides challenges that work within us (Ps. 119:11). 

    Somewhere along the way, Christians grow tired of personal Bible study and come to expect a sermon here and there and a couple of Bible classes each week to provide sufficient nourishment spiritually to get them through life. However, this itself shows how shortsighted we can become. Our goal should never be simply to get through life; it should be to get to heaven. This goal requires a constant feeding of the soul with the word of God (1 Pet. 2:2) to match a hungering of the heart for righteousness (Mt. 5:6), I plead with you not to succumb to the temptation to accept only passive study of the Bible but instead to embrace an active role in your spiritual growth (2 Pet. 3:18) lest you wake up one day realizing how long it has been and how little you actually know. "For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are be-come such as have need of milk, and not of strong meat" (Heb. 5:12). 

    You can become a knowledgeable student of the Bible, and we as a people can become the walking Bibles we used to be known as. However, it will take great dedication on our part as individuals to persevere in diligent Bible study so that we know God's Word this well. The earlier you start, the more you can learn and the easier Bible study will become. And, guess what? Bible study is so rewarding that it can become addictive! But regard-less of your age, and regardless of how long you have been a Christian, NOW is the time for you to start becoming a better Bible student.                                                                  Kevin W. Rhodes 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

         Imitating Each Other Or Christ 
    In the British Museum a Greek writing tablet, earlier than the Christian era, is shown. It is the classical equivalent of a child’s copybook. The headline has been written by the master. The scholar has traced the second with his eye upon the first; but afterwards each line is a reproduction, not of the first writing, but of the last. Consequently, each line shows a wider divergence from the pattern than the one before. 

    Is not this one cause of the broken character of our holiness—that we imitate one another, or reproduce our familiar inperfections, instead of portraying the fair likeness of Jesus Christ? ―He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also to walk even as He walked‖ (I John 2:6). 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

             Have you invited somebody to 
           Bible Study or to Worship Lately?
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Morrison (Steve Morrison’s Mother), and Hope Elliott. 
Potluck: The Larson’s will be hosting a potluck and farewell for Nehemiah on Sunday May 24th after morning church service. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.
Today’s Scripture: Jesus said: “He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.”Mat. 11:15 (KJV)
Today’s Proverb: “Correct thy son, and he shall give thee rest; yea, he shall give delight unto thy soul.”  Pro.29:17 (KJV) 
Attendance last Sunday: 69                                                                    Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You     
