Thank You Mom
By Rick Woodall
 
    "Honor your father and mother"--which is the first commandment with a promise--"that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy long life on the earth." - Eph 6:2-3
     In a little town in Taylor County West Virginia Anna Jarvis in 1907 began a campaign to establish a national Mother’s Day.  The special day would fall on the anniversary of her mother’s death. So on May 10, 1908 the day was observed in Philadelphia Pennsylvania where Jarvis had recently moved. It wasn’t until 1914 that president Woodrow Wilson made the official announcement to the nation that every 2nd Sunday of May would be a national day of observance.
    It is not very often we hear good news these days about the Mother’s who as my gift reminds me “rock the cradle that rules the world.”              
    In my years of Christian service I had the privilege of interviewing senior statesmen, great community leaders and church leaders who are making a difference in all of our lives. In our first few weeks after moving to Logansport Indiana I was given a personal invitation to meet with Mayor Michael Fincher. Mayor Fincher impressed me as he spoke in tears about his mother. I am convinced that the world is a better place because of all mothers’ that were readers, teachers and fitting examples. Dedicated mothers produce determined children. We all know that it takes a considerable amount of determination to make a difference in today’s world.
     So take some time this Mother’s Day to remember Mom. The apostle Paul reminds his “son in the faith” (Timothy) where his personal faith originated. “I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.”  – 2 Tim 1:5
     This Life Thoughts is dedicated to my Mom who has made many sacrifices and uttered many prayers that have made a tremendous difference in many of my major decisions in life.     Thank you Mom.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
           Baby’s Footprints Toward Church 
    Near a church in Kansas, there can be seen in a cement sidewalk the prints of two baby feet with the toes pointing toward the Church. It was said that 20 years ago, when the sidewalk was being laid, a mother secured permission to stand her baby boy on the wet cement. The tracks are seen today plainly. The Mother had wanted her little boy to start aright.
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess……………..Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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A Church That Could Care Less
                                    By Dan Gulley
    Someone has observed that in a world that couldn't care less, Christians are people who couldn't care more. True enough. But consider this twist. Maybe Christians should be people who couldn't care less! A number of years ago I ran across a short article that reported the bulletin of a church in a small town carried this message on the front page: "The Church That Could Care Less." Turning the page, the message continued, "We could care less where you come from. We could care less where you've been. We could care less what you have. The thing we really do care about is you, and so does God." Wow! What a great twist on a great truth! In an uncaring world, Christians are to be people who love and care.   

    Sometimes congregations and Christians forget that. Some stray into believing the only thing that matters in religion is being "right" about what we believe. We are constantly reminded of the importance of being a "sound" church and preaching "sound doctrine." Let me assure you, I have no desire to detract from that emphasis. In fact, one of the things that attracted me more than thirty-five years ago, and which continues to thrill my soul to this day, is the widespread desire and emphasis in many churches of Christ to "buy the truth, and sell it not" (Proverbs 23:23a). Congregations and Christians who have no desire or concern to be "sound" are in great danger of drifting away from the truth into fables and false doctrines (2 Timothy 4:1-5). What I want to take issue with in this article is the notion that a church (or preacher or elder or any other Christian) is "sound" and pleasing to God simply on the basis that it knows and believes and preaches truth in the absence of love. In 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 the apostle Paul uses the phrase "but have not love" three times to remind us even the most extreme expressions of religiosity add up to a big fat zero if devoid of love. Read those verses and you will be reminded that religious practice without love is also without profit. It is possible to sing without the instrument, pray and preach and do the Lord's Supper and give financially in a way that is outwardly true to the Word — and yet not profit spiritually at all. Let me say it loud and let me say it clear — an unloving preacher, elder, Christian, or congregation is not "sound" according to the Bible. If you're still not convinced, read Revelation 2:1-7 where Jesus acknowledged that the church of Christ at first century Ephesus was a hard-working, sin-hating, clean-living, Bible-believing, lie-opposing, teacher-testing, truth-loving, doctrinally sound, untiring, persevering church that was stubbornly standing fast for the truth. But there is a fly in the sugar-bowl! Jesus told this church, "Nevertheless, I have this against you, that you have left your first love" (verse 4). He describes this congregation as having "fallen" and calls on them to repent (verse 5). I'm not suggesting that we love the truth less — I'm urging us to love people more. While a church may love without fully practicing the truth, no church can fully practice the truth and not love.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

   MONTH OF SUNDAYS    

By Tim Woodward 

  Many times we make a decision that we are going to do a better job in a specific area of our spiritual live only to either not get started or quit before it becomes a habit. Why not try the thirty day test or a Month of Sundays? Help not only make yourself better, but this congregation a better place to worship.

Try these things for the next month:
1. Attend every Bible class and worship service.
2. Be on time
3. Improve your attitude.
4. Have a pain saving those who are lost.
5. Encourage and restore the spiritually weak and fallen.
6. Visit the sick and shut-in.
7. Associate with fellow Christians.
8. Be hospitable to our visitors at our services.
9. Encourage our young parents.
10. Seek to improve our worship services.
11. Study God's Word.
12. Spend time every day in prayer.
13. Do something nice for someone without expecting anything in   return.
14. Say something positive to a fellow Christian who is struggling. 
15. Ask yourself, "What would Jesus do if confronted with this situation?"

    If you were to do these things as you have/make the opportunity, you will be amazed at the change that will take place in your life. Are you willing to make changes in your life for better? Then the "Month of Sundays Test"!!!
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Morrison (Steve Morrison’s Mother). 
Potluck: The Larson’s will be hosting a potluck and farewell for Nehemiah on Sunday May 24th after morning church service. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.
Today’s Scripture: At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes. Mat. 11:25 (KJV)
Today’s Proverb: “Where there is no vision, the people perish: but he that keepeth the law, happy is he.”  Pro.29:18 (KJV) 
Attendance last Sunday: 81                                                                    Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You     
