             YOUR OBLIGATION TO THE BIBLE       CONT…           
    3. LOVE IT. (John 14.21.) True love for God is submissive to revealed truth. Love allows no compromise of Bible standards. The natural man longs for religion. He will fill that vacuum in his conscience with something. Without a true foundation, man starts believing everything and anything as long as it is tabled religious. 
    4. TEACH IT. You are glad to teach something you love. You naturally wish to share important information with others. The Great Commission indicates that as we go into the World, we are to "make disciples ...teaching then to observe all things whatsoever I commanded you..." (Matthew 28.19-20.) 
    5. APPLY IT. "Only let your life be Worthy of the Gospel of Christ" (Philip pains 1:37). Phillips Petroleum says: "Performance is what counts." That's true—especially in religion. Whoever you are, you need the Bible. You need it in youth, in, the meridian of life, in your old age, and at the end of life's journey. Truly the Bible stands supremely above all books:           Richard L. Jones 
--------------------------------------------------------------------- 
           A  CULTURAL  SHIFT 

    It cannot be denied that we have seen a dramatic shift in cultural values in our country in the past 40 years, and especially the past decade.  Time was when we, as a nation, believed in God, taught Biblical principles to our children, and discussed God’s word with others on a daily basis.                        

   But things have changed - for the worse. Instead of bringing up our children “in the nurture and admonition of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4), our government leaders, along with a compliant media, are stressing that we need to remove “God” from our schools, society, and life because those who don’t believe in God might be offended!  

    So now we no longer read Bible stories in school, no longer do we hear prayers uttered to God, and since we have effectively removed God from public life, and children never learn of God from their parents at home, they begin to act as if there is no God!  Then when they commit some horrible atrocity, taking the lives of innocent people, we ask ourselves:  “What is happening to our nation?”  Suggestion—is it possible that we are simply receiving what we ask for—a Godless society?  God has been replaced by a secular world which denies His existence,

and when we “sow the wind, we reap the whirlwind” (Hosea 8:7).  

    Centuries ago, a king arose in Egypt which knew not the story of Joseph, and how God had blessed him and his people (Ex. 1:8). Time passed and another ruler obstinately asked:  “Who is the Lord that I should obey his voice…?” (Ex. 5:2). And the beat goes on, and on!   Will we ever learn?        Wayne Price  

__________________________________________________________                   
                See you in 
              Bible Class
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess……………..Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
Preacher             Phone                           Email:

Sam Carman:        501-467-2239      capt.samcarman@gmail.com
Elders                 Phone                           Email:                  

Ed Maxwell:          907-373-5583      ed@churchofchristwasilla.com
Hans Nicholson:   907-230-2969       hnichs@gmail.com     
Deacon
 Joe Murdock        907-715-0089       montana2189@hotmail.com
Wayne Ezell          907-414-0613      nytman09@yahoo.com
   CONFRONTING POPULAR
          ASSUMPTIONS 

    There are many religious teachings and practices, popularly accepted, that are completely without scriptural support! Many assume what they’ve heard or been told is right, but ideas assumed to be true can be entirely false. Many religious concepts and thoughts, assumed to be biblical, are completely wrong, and actually unbiblical and anti-biblical! Some examples: 
    1. “Join the church of your choice.” No one in New Testament times “joined” the one church, let alone the church of his “choice.” First, the Lord added to the church, men didn’t “join” it (Acts 2:47). Second, there were no choices! The Lord built His church (Matthew 16:16-18), and it was, and is, one (Ephesians 1:22-23; 4:4; Colossians 1:18). There were no competing denominations in the first century, nor should there be any today!
   2. “One church is as good as another.” Where does the Bible say anything like this? Nowhere! If one is talking about the “churches of men,” I suppose one is about as good as another is. However, if one is talking about the church the Lord promised and purchased, built and bought, it was and is, one, and nothing that man can invent, design or establish is anything like it! 
    3. “Infants should be baptized.” At no place in the New Testament record is there an example or a command for any infant to be baptized. Those who practice such, do so by “sprinkling” or “pouring,” neither of which is Bible baptism, anyway. Baptism is for those who believe (Mark 16:16), repent (Acts 2:38) and confess Christ (Acts 8:37), none of which an infant can do. Further, the Bible teaches that baptism is “for the remission of sins,” something an infant doesn’t possess! Infants are not sinners needing salvation, for they are safe – they haven’t sinned. Bible baptism is for those in need of salvation (Acts 22:16). 
    4. “Our preacher is a wonderful reverend and a great pastor.” Never in the Bible is the word “reverend” used to describe any man, including preachers – it only describes God (see Psalm 111:9 for the only use of that word in Scripture). In addition, the word “pastor” is a synonym for “elder” – each congregation is to have a plurality of “elders” or “pastors.” While men may use the word unscriptural terminology or flattering titles. 
    5. “It doesn’t matter what you do in religion, as long as you are sincere.” This idea is not found anywhere in God’s Word! Sincerity is essential to pleasing God, but there are some who are sincere – and sincerely wrong! Think about Paul before his conversion; was he religious? Zealous? Sincere? Dedicated? Committed? Conscientious? Yes, he was all that, yet he was wrong – dead wrong – in persecuting Christians and fighting against the cause of Christ. He had a clear conscience and pure sincerity, yet his actions were completely against God! 
    6. “Man is saved by faith only – just believe.” The Bible uses the expression “faith only” but one time, when it says, “Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only” (James 2:24). Not only does the Bible not teach we are justified by “faith only,” it says the very opposite! Not “faith only,” but it is obedient and active faith that saves (Galatians 2:26-27; Hebrews 5:8-9; Matthew 7:21-23). There are many other examples we could cite of men and women acting religiously without divine authority or sanction. Let us approach any religious concept and practice with one thought: “What does the Word of God say about it?” Let us, in our desire to please the living God be driven to the Scripture to know God’s will. Anything else is insufficient! 
                                                                         John M. Brown    
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
  YOUR OBLIGATION TO THE BIBLE 

    The first book printed in movable type was in 1456; it was the Holy Bible. Since that time, over two billion copies of the Bible have been printed. It has been translated into more than 2000 languages, giving hope and enlightenment.

    The Bible is the only book that explains the past, foretells the future, and gives unfailing counsel for the present. 
    It contains law, history, poetry, prayers, biographies, sermons, letters, instructions and principles by which we should live. What is our obligation to the Bible? 
    1. READ IT. (2 Timothy 2.15) Great men have spent lifetimes in the study of the word. It is an inexhaustible treasure.   

    2. BELIEVE IT. Believe its declarations concerning the origin of the universe and man. Accept it for your standard of morality. Trust it for establishing a proper relationship with God. Lean on it to draw up life's goals.       CONT. ON BACK…
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, and Mr. & Mrs. Hagner (Susan Maxwell’s parents).
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: “For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it.” Mat. 16:25 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “Let not mercy and truth forsake thee: bind them about thy neck; write them upon the table of thine heart:” Prov. 3:3 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 78                                                                    

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
