  THE FEW WHO DILIGENTLY SEEK GOD 
    When a person is careful to consider what our Lord Jesus Christ said about obtaining eternal life with God, it is indeed sobering in thought.  In Matt 7:14 He said: "Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it."  The writer of the Hebrews epistle also said: "...for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." (Heb 11:6). Peter wrote: "Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure..." (2 Pet 1:10). 
    The few as opposed to the many will enter the narrow gate and walk the straitened way.  It is a narrow gate because it requires that a person empty himself of himself and become totally devoted to the Lord Jesus Christ (II Corinthians 5:14). It is straitened way because it requires that one walk by the teachings of the Gospel of Christ to the end of one's life (Romans 8:1; Hebrews 3:12-14).  God will reward only those who sincerely seek after Him.  Jesus said that to know God and to know Him whom God sent (Christ) is to have eternal life (John 17:3). John wrote: "And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments." (I John 2:3). 
    Diligence requires carefulness and earnest interest in what we are doing.  Paul wrote those Word to Christians at Ephesus: "See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, Redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what the will of the Lord is." (Ephesians 5:15-17). Jesus said, "Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven." (Matthew 7:21).  He also said, "...My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me." (John 7:16). Will you be one of the Few who diligently seeks God?                                                               Don L. Norwood.
__________________________________________________________                   
            Something You Should Know 

5% of reported church members do not exist;  
10% cannot be found;  
20% never pray;  
25% never read the Bible;  
30% never attend church;  
40% never give to any cause;  
50% never go to Sunday school;  
60% never go to church Sunday nights;  
70% never give to Missions; 
75% never engaged in any church activity; 
 80% never go to prayer meeting;  
0% never have family worship;  
95% never win a soul to Christ.
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess……………..Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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    CHRIST IS THE CLOTHING  
                 OF MY LIFE  

    (Gal 3:26-27)  This duet of dynamic declarations addressed to the Galatians read, "For ye are all sons of God, through faith, in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ." 
    An Analysis of These Verses Negatively, note that the apostolic penman does not say. (1) He does not say "ye are all the children of God" and place a period of finality there. (2) He does not say "ye are all the children of God by faith alone or faith only", Protestant denominationalism to the contrary notwithstanding. (3) He does not say "ye are all the children of God by faith" and stop there. (4) He does not say "ye are all the children of god OUTSIDE Christ".  
    Positively, note what the apostolic veteran did say, (1) He did say that all of you are sons of God through faith. This is not their subjective belief in his Deity through that is essential (Acts 16:13). The definite article appears before faith there. It is THE faith or the gospel. The gospel is God's power to save (Rom 1:1617). (2) He did say that all of you are sons of God through faith (the gospel) in a certain sphere or location, viz, IN Christ.  In the Greek text Paul uses the locative case (sphere or location) and not the accusative – the object. (3) He did say that they had been baptized into Christ and thus had put on Christ, i.e., had been clothed with the Christ. Paul's razor-sharp logic is in delightful evidence here. Paul says you DID if you WERE! Did what? Put on Christ or were clothed in him. Were what? We’re baptized into Christ. Only a very deeply prejudiced mind could fail to see that baptism (immersion in water) is an adamant, absolute imperative for an entrance into Christ. The converse would be that those who were not baptized into Christ did not put him on the NEVER will in the absence of baptism. This momentous matter is just that simple and positively plain.
    Verb tense in verses 26 and 26 are also filled with power and profit. Verse 26 has the present tense – "ye ARE all the children of God by faith (the gospel) in Christ Jesus". (Verse 27 (ASV) has "as many of you as WERE baptized into Christ DID put on Christ." You are God's children NOW if it be the case that at a
point in the past WERE baptized into Christ and by such act DID put on Christ. It is the case, Paul affirms, that at a point in the past you were baptized into Christ thus putting Him on.  Therefore, you ARE now God's children by the faith (The gospel) in a well-defined location (in Christ Jesus).  
    The converse would be that if at no point in the past you were baptized into Christ thus putting Him on, then in no sense are you now God's children. 
    Jesus Christ: the Clothing of Our Life The intense imagery of putting Him on likely was drawn from the habits of that day in putting off the toga of youth and putting on the more mature garments of developing adulthood and especially the toga  indicative of achieving the rank of Citizenship. 
    In commenting on this verse Noel Merideth well states,  "  And so when a person is baptized into Christ, in keeping with that figure, he is invested with an attitude and outlook like Christ...So the figure of putting on Christ is drawn from the idea of putting on clothing. When one is baptized into Christ, he puts on Christ, just as a man puts his coat on. The practical meaning is that he become like Christ   in his life." 
    The figure of putting on certain characteristics or putting on the Christ is a common one in Holy Writ.  We read in Job 29:14 "I put on righteousness, and it clothed me: My justice was as a robe and a diadem."  The Psalmist declared, "Let thy priest be clothed with righteousness; And let thy saints shout for joy." (Psa 132:9). Isaiah  wrote in a couple of power packed passages, "And he put on righteousness as a breastplate, and a helmet of salvation upon his head; and he put on garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a mantle...I will greatly rejoice in Jehovah, my soul shall be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness as a bridegroom decketh himself with a garland, and as a bride adorneth herself with her jewels." (Isa. 59:17; 61:10). 
    In the New Testament we are charged to, "that ye put away, as concerning your former manner of life, the old man, that waxeth corrupt after the lusts of deceit; and that ye be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and put on the new man, that after God hath been created in righteousness and holiness of truth." (Eph 4:22 -24). "lie not one to another; seeing that ye have put off the old man with his doings, and have put on the new man, that is being renewed unto knowledge after the image of him that created him:" (Col 3:910).
    Paul wrote in Romans 13:14, "But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to (fulfill) the lusts (thereof)."  This passage begins with "But" – an emphatic contrast. Verse 13 mentions rioting or reveling, drunkenness, chambering, wantonness, strife and envying – a short catalogue of fleshly   indulgences. Do not so engage is Paul's stirring charge. Instead, put on Christ. Clothe self and spirit in his character and god works. Emulate His manner of life. Provide for bodily needs; this is expected. But do not make provision (work out opportunities and then execute such) for the flesh to satisfying its base, soul-damning and heaven-denying lust (desires). 
    Inhering the putting off of Jesus or being clothed in Him is the comprehensive concept or intense idea of becoming more and more like Him in motive and mission, in attitude and action, in language and life. He is our Marvelous Model: He is our Intense Ideal.                                                      Robert R. Taylor, Jr.  
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Mr. & Mrs. Hagner (Susan Maxwell’s parents), and Hans Nicholson back surgery Monday.
Traveling: The Morigeau’s.

Men’s Breakfast & Training Class: Sat. Nov. 21st Topic “Singing”.
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?” Mat. 16:26 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.” Prov. 3:3 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 53                                                                    

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
