             "CHURCH WORK" 

    In an assembly of preachers not long ago, a man who preaches for a large congregation was asked to share what that large church was doing to promote such growth. Each preacher there got his pen ready to take notes of each fantastic program and idea that made the large church tick. 

    However, a very unexpected answer was to be given. The speaker said, "We have no organized programs, no promotions, no drives, no advertising and no buses." 

    In stunned amazement someone suggested that the preacher must surely do a lot of personal evangelism. Again they were surprised when the preacher said that most of his time was spent in studying for his classes and sermons, and of the last 50 people who had been baptized, the preacher had only worked with two of them.  

    "The secret of their success was very simple and in keeping with Biblical examples," he said, "Members believe in the priesthood of all believers and they are left free to develop their own work and ministry. They work on the principle that each one has a gift, an ability given by God and that he should develop a work around that gift involving those with similar interests." Of course, considerable encouragement is given for each member to develop his talents and use them in the work and ministry of the Lord. 

    Most of the growth had come through neighborhood Bible studies where the church members invited a few members and non-Christians into their home for Bible Study. This concept goes back to a strong tradition of how "Church Work" should be done. It goes back to Biblical model of first century church growth. No one has to wait around for someone to start a project, then put an elder, deacon or preacher in charge. 

    "Each Christian Puts himself into the Lord's work, also the Lord to use him, and the church grows," the preacher concluded.    

                                                                                      Via "Old Paths"
     CHRISTIANITY IS NOT THE NFL 

    The regular season National Football League games began recently. Many of us enjoy football, and many lessons can be illustrated by this sport – however, Christianity is not NFL. 

    First, Christianity does not have preseason play. When we are born anew we are "in the game". (I Pet 5:8). 

    Second, disciples of Jesus do not have time guarantees. Our time can cease any minute.  We must make every effort at all times. There will be no second chance (James 4:15). 

    Third, there are no playoffs (second chances at victory). When our season is over, our record stands unchanged (2 Cor. 5:10).  

    Fourth, and most important, our reward is not physical but spiritual and eternal.  Have you taken your Christian life seriously? Are you "in the game"?           Greg Weston
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess……………..Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
Preacher             Phone                           Email:

Sam Carman:        501-467-2239      capt.samcarman@gmail.com
Elders                 Phone                           Email:                  

Ed Maxwell:          907-373-5583      ed@churchofchristwasilla.com
Hans Nicholson:   907-230-2969       hnichs@gmail.com     
Deacon
 Joe Murdock        907-715-0089       montana2189@hotmail.com
Wayne Ezell          907-414-0613      nytman09@yahoo.com
    THE PREACHING OF THE CROSS 

    There are numerous descriptive figures used in Scripture to portray God’s revelation to mankind. For example, “the gospel of Christ” (Romans 1:16), “the word of this salvation” (Acts 13:26), “the gospel” (2 Timothy 1:8), “the gospel of the kingdom” (Matthew 4:23) and “the preaching of the cross” (1 Corinthians 1:18). Each of the above phrases refers to the same message, which centers on the death, burial and resurrection of King Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:14).
    This message is so important that Jesus preached it Himself for over three years (Matthew 4:23). He also gave His disciples special instructions so that they would continue to proclaim this message after He returned to the Father (Matthew 28:18-20). 
    “The preaching of the cross” is so vitally important! It must be sounded forth throughout the land so that everyone will be able to hear it (Romans 10:13ff). Why is this message so essential? Why must everyone hear it?
    Firstly, the preaching of the cross has a focus – the Savior. Peter’s sermon, which sounded forth on the first Pentecost after the resurrection, focused on the Savior: (1) what the Jews had done to the Savior (Acts 2:22-23), (2) what the Father had done for the Savior (Acts 2:24-36) and (3) what the people must do to gain favor of the Savior (Acts 2:37-38). 
    Those who preach Christ crucified have the most appealing, drawing power in this world, Jesus the Christ (John 12:32). Sadly, some change the focus and preach a perverted Gospel (Galatians 1:6ff), but the true preaching of the cross has but one focus! 
    Secondly, the preaching of the cross has a figure – a sword. Several years ago, this author heard a fellow Gospel preacher correctly say, “the Gospel of Christ is not for the faint of heart.” How true! In fact, Paul affirmed that God has not given us a “spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7b). Without fear, true soldiers of the cross wield “the sword of the spirit, which is the Word of God” (Ephesians 6:17), realizing that this powerful, active, sharp sword (Hebrews 4:12) is able to pull down strongholds, “casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:45). 
    This sharp sword has the ability to convict (Acts 2:37), to cleanse (John 15:3) and to convert (Psalm 19:7)! Thus, we must unashamedly wield this sword to both the lost and the saved (Mark 16:1516; Titus 2:1ff). 
    Thirdly, the preaching of the cross has a function – salvation. Salvation is only found in the truth of God’s Word! Salvation can never be found in denominational doctrines or dogmas. It can never be found in traditions, opinions, creed books and confessions of faith, popes, cardinals or any other thing that originates from man! The Gospel is God’s power to save mankind (Romans 1:16)! The Gospel is so powerful that Paul used the word for “power” from which word we get our English word “dynamite”! God has no other means to save mankind; the message of salvation is found in the preaching of the cross (Acts 4:12; Romans 10:13ff). In fact, Jesus affirmed that His words are “spirit and life” (John 6:63). The function of the preaching of the cross is to save those who hear and obey!
    The preaching of the cross is so vitally important! Without such preaching, folks wander aimlessly through life enslaved to sin. Without the preaching of the cross, folks have no hope, no purpose and certainly no future! Christians must preach the cross! If we fail in the mission, God gave us, who will fulfill it? Is there someone close to you that has never heard the preaching of the cross? Why not tell them about its focus – the Savior, by using its figure – the sword, while sharing its function – salvation?                                                                        Rodney Nulph
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
              Epigram On Motivation 

•     A leader cannot invent motivation, he can only unlock it. When there exists no motivation within a people, no strong leadership is possible.  
•     Do only what is required of you and remain a slave. Do more than is required and become free.  
•     It is not in doing what you like, but in liking what you do that is the secret of happiness.                                                            —James Barrie 
•     Nothing is really work unless you would rather be doing something else.    
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Mr. & Mrs. Hagner (Susan Maxwell’s parents), Ralph Campbell and Bob Bracken (cancer).
Traveling: The Morigeau’s.

Men’s Breakfast & Training Class: Sat. Nov. 21st Topic “Singing”.
Teen Devotional: Sat. Nov. 21st. See Joe Murdock for time and place. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works.” Mat. 16:26 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “Be not wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depart from evil.” Prov. 3:7 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 66                                                                    

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
