           SETTLED IN HEAVEN 

    The Scottish Episcopal Church, after some serious discussions, "unveiled a new service in which all masculine pronouns have been replaced with a gender-neutral variety, while the trinity of 'Father, Son, and Holy Ghost' is now 'Creator, Redeemer, Sanctifier' (womensrights.change.org)." There is at least one reason for this change. According to the same article, "...to refer to God as male will always make it difficult for women to achieve full equality even in a progressive denomination like this one." Continuing in the next paragraph, “. God has been painted with a beard for centuries because when churches referred to him in male terms, they meant that he is male. This also came in handy for excluding women from church hierarchy." 
   Some, when announcing changes, will refer to a process of "much study, prayer and discussion," no doubt thinking that this justifies their changes. Nothing, however, justifies changes that are not God-ordained. If these discussions were centered upon the Word of God, rather than on pleasing men. God's Word would be upheld and followed. 
    In the sight of God, man and woman are equal in Christ. Paul wrote, "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus" (Gal. 3:28). Christ died for all. John wrote, "The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith. Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). And, again, "And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world" (1 John 2:2). 
    Though in Christ we are all one, we still retain our gender. And, no matter how many discussions there may be, there is still the gender difference in some of what God has decreed for His children. 
    For instance, no matter how many discussions might be had. God still has placed men in the "overseer" position. Paul wrote, "This is a true saying. If a man desire the office of a bishop, he desireth a good work. A bishop then must be blameless, the husband of one wife, vigilant, sober, of good behaviour, given to hospitality, apt to teach" (1 Tim. 2:1-2). 
    The Psalmist penned, "For ever, 0 Lord, thy word is settled in heaven" (Psa. 119:89). The word settled means, to station, to appoint, to erect, to take a stand. Abraham's servant stationed him self beside the well to find a wife for Isaac (Gen. 24:13); Jacob set up a stone pillar (Gen. 35:14, 20); the people stood up when Moses went out to the tent to meet God (Exo. 33:8); God established the boundaries for Israel (The Complete Word Study Dictionary: Old Testament, AMG Publishers, 2003, All rights reserved). God's word is erected in heaven; no man has the right to change what God has already erected. 
    Beloved, Jesus said, "My mother and my brethren are these which hear the word of God, and do it" (Luke 8:21). May all of us "hear" and "do" God's Word.
                                                                                              Jimmie Z. Gribble
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
               Have You Invited Somebody 

                  To Our Gospel Meeting          

                   Jan. 31st thru Feb. 3?          
[image: image1.jpg]TRy 2061 N. Merciful Cir.
Wasilla, AK[99654
Ph. 907-373-5773




  
Sunday


Wednesday




Bible Class
 10am
 Bible Study
   7:00 pm

Worship
 11am
Evening         6pm
Jan. 31st, 2016
[image: image2.png]



“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
Preacher             Phone                           Email:

Sam Carman:        501-467-2239      capt.samcarman@gmail.com
Elders                 Phone                           Email:                  

Ed Maxwell:          907-373-5583      ed@churchofchristwasilla.com
Hans Nicholson:   907-230-2969       hnichs@gmail.com     
Deacon
 Joe Murdock        907-715-0089       montana2189@hotmail.com
Wayne Ezell          907-414-0613      nytman09@yahoo.com
            BETTER THAN  MEDICINE 

    The wise man proclaimed, “A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones” (Proverbs 17:22). This is God’s ancient divine testimony to the dual treatment of man’s sickness, a merry heart and medicine. God has made the human mind in such a special way that what we think has a powerful influence on how we feel! Bodily health is often affected, either positively or negatively, by the “heart” (mind). “The tune in one’s heart helps to determine the tone of one’s health” (Brownlow 13). The Bible records much about joy, the positive effects of it and how to obtain it.
    Consider the facts. “A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken” (Proverbs 15:13). “All the days of the afflicted are evil: but he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast” (Proverbs 15:15). God is the continual source of real, lasting joy. That joy lifts, builds and causes the very countenance of man to be healthy (Psalm 43:5). Our “merry heart” is only really merry by means of Jesus Christ (Philippians 4:4)! Why are so many in the world so downtrodden and downcast? Few really know Christ!  
    Consider secondly the formula. Even those who profess to know Christ are far too often sad and despondent. The old adage, “garbage in, garbage out,” certainly applies in the arena of a “merry heart.” Our thoughts affect our feelings. Paul gave a divine formula for lasting joy and good feelings when he penned, “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things” (Philippians 4:8). 
    Upon what do you center the majority of your thoughts? Maybe if you are feeling poorly, it may be that you are thinking poorly. The story is told of a farmer who had passed from this world, leaving behind his widow and five little children. One world had ended for them, but the mother opened another with the view that they had God above, the soil beneath and each other at their side. As the years passed, it was quite evident that this family was going to be fine. Those five children grew up to be faithful Christians, beneficial members of society, and overall healthy and happy individuals. When asked how she accomplished such a daunting task, she attributed ultimately the success to God along with three special ingredients: love, cheerfulness and hard work. She affirmed that love displaced any bitterness and resentment that arose. Cheerfulness was the attitude with which each day was faced. She said that singing and smiles helped to accomplish some of the most difficult tasks. She also attributed hard work as a benefactor to her task. “She put inspiration into her children and took perspiration out of them” (Brownlow 20). 
    Sometimes we fall into the “pit of despair” and allow our hearts to become miserable instead of merry. Sure doom and depression are ahead, if we allow this to occur. Maybe we each could benefit from self-examination (2 Corinthians 13:5). What does your heart reveal? Think about it.  
 Rodney Nulph
             Epigram On Faith 

•     Faith sees the invisible, believes the incredible, and receives the impossible. 
•     Faith is to accept the impossible, do without the indispensable, and bear the intolerable.  
•     Faith is idle when circumstances are right, only when they are adverse is one’s faith in God exercised. Faith, like muscle, grows strong and supple with exercise.  
•     Don’t be afraid to take a big step if one is indicated. You can’t cross a chasm in two small jumps.                                      —David Lloyd George 
•     A little faith will bring your soul to heaven; a great faith will bring heaven to your soul.                                                                  —Spurgeon 
•     Faith is not believing that God can, but that God will!  
•     Faith is to believe what we do not see; and the reward of this faith is to see what we believe.  
•     Faith in God is indispensable to successful statesmanship. 
                                                                                      —Abraham Lincoln
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Nell Kelly.
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson.

Member Being Deployed: Tim Reed will be deployed overseas starting Feb. 20th to July.
Gospel Meeting: With Bryan Braswell Jan. 31st thru Feb. 3rd. 
Attention Members: We need all members to go to www.churchofchristwasilla.com website and register. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: “And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.” Mat. 19:24 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “He taught me also, and said unto me, Let thine heart retain my words: keep my commandments, and live.” Prov. 4:4 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 74                                                                    

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
