 Political Decisions Can Be Spiritual Decisions CONT…
     Let’s read 2 Chronicles 11:16 again. “And after them out of all the tribes of Israel such as set their hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto the Lord God of their fathers.” What was the key element of the decision of the Israelites? It was the “set of their hearts.” Did they desire the higher taxes of Rehoboam? No. Did they appreciate his oppressive style? No. But, they set their hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel. When Jeroboam (northern kingdom) opposed the law of God, their decision was simple. They returned to Jerusalem (southern kingdom).  
    Sadly, the majority of the Israelites did not return to Israel. They compromised their “values” (the religion of Jehovah) and sided with the policies and practices of Jeroboam that went against the teaching of God. The result of their decision was total apostasy. Not one righteous king ever ruled in the northern kingdom. Ultimately, Israel was carried away into Assyrian captivity in 722 B.C. The promise of God held true for Israel. He had said through the psalmist: “The wicked shall be turned into hell, and all nations that forget God” (Psa. 9:17). Do you think this promise still holds true today? Please, dear reader, as you cast your vote in the upcoming elections, remember that political decisions can be, and often are, spiritual decisions as well.  
    God is watching. He will weigh us in the balances of His divine justice just as He did Israel of old.                                                             Victor M. Eskew

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
            AN OVERLOOKED LESSON 
    In Matthew, chapter twenty-five, we have the familiar story of the talents. It has been the basis of untold sermons and justifiably so. We all know the five-talent man was blessed because he wisely used five talents to gain five more talents. Likewise, the two-talent man used his two talents to gain two more talents. Each was commended and blessed. However, the one-talent man, acting out of fear, did not use his one talent and was punished for his failure. 
    If this story tells us anything at all it tells us that one must live up to his opportunities. Ability plus opportunity equals responsibility. The master gave each of three servants amounts of money equal to the ability of each servant to use. He did not expect as much of the one-talent man as he expected of the five-talent man but he did expect him to do what he was capable of doing. 
    The story also teaches us that the proper use of our opportunities will be rewarded and the failure to properly use them will result in punishment. 
    What we often fail to see in the story is our responsibility to improve our abilities. As is the case with other matters, ability improves with use and decreases with disuse. I must not be content to do what I am able to do today. By judicious use of what I have, I will be able to do more tomorrow. 
    The five-talent man did not remain a five-talent man. He became and eleven talent man! He was entrusted with his original five talents plus the five he gained, plus the one talent unused by the one-talent man. Also, the two-talent man became a four-talent man. 
    Growth is not only desirable. It is expected. Life is not static. We either grow or we deteriorate.                                                                    Lewis G. Hale           
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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             Political Decisions Can 
            Be Spiritual Decisions
    The principles of Christianity found in the Bible are to permeate every area of our lives. They are to be our guide at home, in the church, at work, in our recreation, and in our politics. We are not free to “pick-and-choose” where we will allow Bible teaching to be applicable to our lives. The will of God is pertinent to every realm of the Christian’s life.  

    We are fast approaching a national election. Some of the political decisions we make will also be spiritual decisions. Let’s consider an Old Testament example.   

    After the death of Solomon, Rehoboam came to the throne. At his inauguration, Jeroboam and the congregation of Israel gave an ultimatum to the new king. Their words to the monarch were: “Thy father made our yoke grievous: now therefore make thou the grievous service of thy father, and his yoke which he put upon us, lighter, and we will serve thee” (1 Kings 12:4). Rehoboam refused to make it lighter. In fact, he promised to make the yoke heavier (1 Kings 12:14). This decision caused the kingdom of Israel to divide. “So when all Israel saw that the king hearkened not unto them, the people answered the king, saying, What portion have we in David? neither [have we] inheritance in the son of Jesse: to your tents, O Israel: now see to thine own house, David. So Israel departed unto their tents. But [as for] the children of Israel which dwelt in the cities of Judah, Rehoboam reigned over them” (1 Kings 12:16-17).  

    After the division of the kingdom, Jeroboam (king of the northern ten tribes) was concerned about the nation returning to the house of David (southern kingdom), especially when it came time to “go up to do sacrifice in the house of the Lord at Jerusalem” (1 Kings 12:27). To keep this from happening, Jeroboam did three things. First, he set up calves of gold in Dan and Bethel and proclaimed to Israel: “behold thy gods, O Israel, which brought thee up out of the land of Egypt” (1 Kings 12:28 -29). Second, he created a new priesthood, “and made priests of the lowest of people, which were not of the sons of Levi” (1 Kings 12:31). Third, he “ordained a feast in the eighth month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like unto the feast that is in Judah, and he offered upon the altar” (1 Kings 12:32).  

    At this point in the history of Israel, individuals had to make some important decisions. These decisions were both political and spiritual in nature. Would those who revolted against the higher taxation policies of Rehoboam continue to side with Jeroboam (northern kingdom)? Would they go along with his idolatry and transgression of the Law of Moses? In 2 Chronicles 11:1315, we read of the Levites who returned to Rehoboam (southern kingdom). In 2 Chronicles 11:16, we read of others who returned as well. As you read this verse, listen to the reason they returned to Jerusalem. “And after them out of all the tribes of Israel such as set their hearts to seek the Lord God of Israel came to Jerusalem, to sacrifice unto the Lord God of their fathers.” This was a political decision. They would leave one king and yield allegiance to another. The Israelites mentioned in this verse made their decision based on their desire to follow God. Note: Their political decision was based upon their religious beliefs. Their decision was both political and spiritual.   

    The United States is coming up on a presidential election. We, as Christians, have important decisions that have to be made. Sometimes our political decisions are also spiritual decisions. Sadly, some do not see it this way, or, they have formed some type of reasoning that allows them to compromise Biblical principles and support ungodly principles.  

    One of the decisions we must make involves the issue of ABORTION. Abortion involves the willful killing of a human life while still in the womb of the mother. It is shedding innocent blood. According to Proverbs 6:16-19, God hates it. In the last 20 or so years, one of the presidential candidates has opposed abortion (killing babies) while the other one has supported abortion (killing babies). My friends, this makes our choice for a candidate both political and spiritual in nature. Do you support abortion (killing babies)?     
    Another decision we must make revolves around HOMOSEXUALITY, especially as it concerns gay marriage (men marrying men and women marrying women). Some have made it clear that marriage can only be between a man and a woman, while others take the opposite position. One party especially has made it clear they support gay marriages. Because of this, one’s decision as to party affiliation becomes both a political and spiritual decision. Why is this the case? Because God has made it clear in His divine Word that homosexuality is sin. It is a perversion of the worst kind. In Romans 1:26, He calls homosexuality a “vile” affection. In Romans 1:27, homosexuality is referred to as “error.” In 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, homosexuality is labeled as being unrighteous and these verses proclaim that those who practice it “shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” Remember, Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed because of it (Gen. 18:20; 19:4-7,13,27-29; Jude 1:7). That is why homosexuality is called sodomy. Do you support sodomy/homosexuality?  
CONT. ON BACK…
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Nell Kelly and Hans Nicholson.
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson.

Member Being Deployed: Tim Reed will be deployed overseas starting Feb. 20th to July.
Men’s Breakfast & Training Class: 
Attention Members: We need all members to go to www.churchofchristwasilla.com website and register. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: “But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.” Mat. 19:26 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding.” Prov. 4:7 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 81                                                                    

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
