          AN OVERLOOKED LESSON 
    In Matthew, chapter twenty-five, we have the familiar story of the talents. It has been the basis of untold sermons and justifiably so. We all know the five-talent man was blessed because he wisely used five talents to gain five more talents. Likewise, the two-talent man used his two talents to gain two more talents. Each was commended and blessed. However, the one-talent man, acting out of fear, did not use his one talent and was punished for his failure. 
    If this story tells us anything at all it tells us that one must live up to his opportunities. Ability plus opportunity equals responsibility. The master gave each of three servants amounts of money equal to the ability of each servant to use. He did not expect as much of the one-talent man as he expected of the five-talent man but he did expect him to do what he was capable of doing. 
    The story also teaches us that the proper use of our opportunities will be rewarded and the failure to properly use them will result in punishment. 
    What we often fail to see in the story is our responsibility to improve our abilities. As is the case with other matters, ability improves with use and decreases with disuse. I must not be content to do what I am able to do today. By judicious use of what I have, I will be able to do more tomorrow. 
    The five-talent man did not remain a five-talent man. He became and eleven talent man! He was entrusted with his original five talents plus the five he gained, plus the one talent unused by the one-talent man. Also, the two-talent man became a four-talent man. 
    Growth is not only desirable. It is expected. Life is not static. We either grow or we deteriorate.                                                                        Lewis G. Hal
  -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

             WHAT IS IN YOUR HAND???  

    When the Lord manifested Himself to Moses in the form of a burning bush to command him to go before Pharaoh, the Lord asked Moses, “What is that in thy hand?” Moses responded simply, “A rod” (Ex. 4:2). Most are familiar with the great use to which the Lord was able to put this rod, which was in Moses’ hand. Moses instigated the great plagues upon Egypt with the outstretched rod; he turned the rod into a serpent able to swallow other serpents whole; and it was by the rod that Moses was to part the Red Sea. This rod was called “the rod of God” (Ex. 4:20; 17:9).   

    However, the rod which Moses possessed had no magical or Divine powers of its own. God had asked Moses what he held in his hand, and all Moses had was his walking stick. It was simply a stick, but God was able to use it for His purposes. 

    In much the same way, we may not see that we have a great deal that we can offer to the Lord. We may not be very talented or outgoing, and may be otherwise lacking in attributes with which we feel we can contribute to the Lord. Nonetheless, each of us adds something to the mixture; however small it might be (cf. Rom. 12: 4-5; 1st Cor. 12:13-31; Eph. 4:16). God can use what we have for His purposes. We as Christians need to take inventor of what it is that we do have, and determine to use it for God. 

    WHAT IS IN YOUR HAND???                                              Lee Moses                                                                                                                      
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
Preacher             Phone                           Email:

Sam Carman:        501-467-2239      capt.samcarman@gmail.com
Elders                 Phone                           Email:                  

Ed Maxwell:          907-373-5583      ed@churchofchristwasilla.com
Hans Nicholson:   907-230-2969       hnichs@gmail.com     
Deacon
 Joe Murdock        907-715-0089       montana2189@hotmail.com
Wayne Ezell          907-414-0613      nytman09@yahoo.com
              BETTER THAN MEDICINE
    The wise man proclaimed, “A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones” (Proverbs 17:22). This is God’s ancient divine testimony to the dual treatment of man’s sickness, a merry heart and medicine. God has made the human mind in such a special way that what we think has a powerful influence on how we feel! Bodily health is often affected, either positively or negatively, by the “heart” (mind). “The tune in one’s heart helps to determine the tone of one’s health” (Brownlow 13). The Bible records much about joy, the positive effects of it and how to obtain it. 

    Consider the facts. “A merry heart maketh a cheerful countenance: but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken” (Proverbs 15:13). “All the days of the afflicted are evil: but he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast” (Proverbs 15:15). God is the continual source of real, lasting joy. That joy lifts, builds and causes the very countenance of man to be healthy (Psalm 43:5). Our “merry heart” is only really merry by means of Jesus Christ (Philippians 4:4)! Why are so many in the world so downtrodden and downcast? Few really know Christ!  

    Consider secondly the formula. Even those who profess to know Christ are far too often sad and despondent. The old adage, “garbage in, garbage out,” certainly applies in the arena of a “merry heart.” Our thoughts affect our feelings. Paul gave a divine formula for lasting joy and good feelings when he penned, “Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things” (Philippians 4:8). 

    Upon what do you center the majority of your thoughts? Maybe if you are feeling poorly, it may be that you are thinking poorly. The story is told of a farmer who had passed from this world, leaving behind his widow and five little children. One world had ended for them, but the mother opened another with the view that they had God above, the soil beneath and each other at their side. As the years passed, it was quite evident that this family was going to be fine. Those five children grew up to be faithful Christians, beneficial members of society, and overall healthy and happy individuals. When asked how she accomplished such a daunting task, she attributed ultimately the success to God along with three special ingredients: love, cheerfulness and hard work. She affirmed that love displaced any bitterness and resentment that arose. Cheerfulness was the attitude with which each day was faced. She said that singing and smiles helped to accomplish some of the most difficult tasks. She also attributed hard work as a benefactor to her task. “She put inspiration into her children and took perspiration out of them” (Brownlow 20). 
    Sometimes we fall into the “pit of despair” and allow our hearts to become miserable instead of merry. Sure doom and depression are ahead, if we allow this to occur. Maybe we each could benefit from self-examination (2 Corinthians 13:5). What does your heart reveal? Think about it.   
                                                                                                 Rodney Nulph           
             Keeping Uncle Sam Honest 

    A “Truth in Government Act” proposed by Representative Donald M. Fraser (D-Minn.) would make it illegal for federal officials to lie to private citizens. Right now, Fraser says, honesty is a one-way street. “Under current law, it is a crime for a private citizen to lie to a government official, but not for a government official to lie to the people.” Perhaps officials should take an oath of honesty when they are sworn in.
    Happiness is seeing everyone in  

         Bible Class and worship
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Nell Kelly, Maddy Goddard, Hans Nicholson and Danesa Nicholson’s sisters Sonya and Ilean.
Traveling: Thad & Heather Douthitt, Wilbert Larson and Tina & Jonathan Crawford. 
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson.

Congratulations Murdock’s: Murdock’s baby girl (Nora Marie Murdock) was born Feb. 16, 2016. She weighted 8lbs. 1 oz.  
Member Being Deployed: Tim Reed will be deployed overseas.
Attention Members: We need all members to go to www.churchofchristwasilla.com website and register. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the chief priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death, And shall deliver him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he shall rise again.” Mat. 20:18-19 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “When thou goest, thy steps shall not be straitened; and when thou runnest, thou shalt not stumble. Take fast hold of instruction; let her not go: keep her; for she is thy life.” Prov. 4:12-13 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 85                                                                    

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
