               BEING A SERVANT
    Paul proclaimed Jesus as the ultimate example of exhibiting the mind of a servant. The apostle followed that example in serving the church in Philippi. He was able to broaden his service to the various churches by sending faithful messengers to them. It was the apostle’s hope that it would be the Lord’s will that Timothy could soon be sent to check on the welfare of the church at Philippi. His purpose would be to deliver word from Paul to them and report back to the apostle the things he had seen in the church. Paul expected the report to be good, as he said it would comfort him (Philippians 2:119). 
    Timothy was the one upon whom Paul could depend to be concerned only for the welfare of the church (Philippians 2:20). He told the Corinthian brethren, “Now if Timothy comes, see that he may be with you without fear; for he does the work of  the Lord, as I also do” (1 Corinthians 16:10). Paul’s confidence in Timothy can be seen as he described him as a fellow worker, “true son in the faith” and a brother who had preached among the Corinthians (Romans 16:21; 1 Timothy 1:2, 18; 2 Timothy 1:2; 2 Corinthians 1:1, 19). 
    Concern for the church at Thessalonica drove Paul to choose to be left alone in Athens and to send “Timothy, our brother and minister of God, and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you and encourage you concerning your faith” (1 Thessalonians 3:12). Others sought only their own personal gain, but Timothy, like a coin or precious metal that had been proven genuine, was known as one who loved the church as dearly as Paul did, his father in the faith. The apostle planned to send him to Philippi as soon as Paul knew how his trial would go. He believed in God’s providence and felt sure that he would soon be released so he could visit Philippi firsthand (Philippians 2:2124). 

    Each of us can make a difference by displaying the heart of a servant. Let us focus our attention on the welfare of others and sacrifice to provide for their needs.                                              Gary C. Hampton 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
       Epigram On Stewardship 

•     We cannot serve God and mammon; but we can serve God with

       mammon.                                                               —Robert E. Speer 

•     Money is a bad master, but a good servant.  

•     Use the talents you possess. The woods would be silent if only the

      birds sang that sing the best.  

•     Those who inherit wealth are paid in advance for the service they are

      expected to render to mankind.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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           NOT WHERE I THOUGHT  
                 I WOULD BE
    “When Pharaoh heard of this matter, he sought to kill Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh and dwelt in the land of Midian; and he sat down by a well.” - Exodus 2:15 
    Don’t you know, Moses must have said to himself, “This is not where I thought I would be.”  Who could fault him if he was a bit puzzled about where he was and where his life was going? 
    Now, from our perspective, the life of Moses was unpredictable from beginning to end.  Hidden by his family, floated in the river, raised with the Egyptian royalty, taught of his people, and embracing who he believe he was to be.  Then there were the involvements in two fights that left one man, an Egyptian dead.  Pharaoh was angry, and Moses was on the run.  A long way from home, he found himself sitting by a well.  What he would do, and where he would go was not yet in view.  He was confronted then by opportunity.  Some female shepherds came to water the family flocks.  Other shepherds abusively drove them from the water.  Again, Moses intervened in a fight that was not his own.  He may not have known it, but a new direction of his life was about to begin.  So, for forty years, he settled into the life of a shepherd.  Then there was the burning bush.  Again, his life changed directions.  He became a shepherd of people.  For the following forty years, he followed God’s instruction and led the nation of Israel on a wandering journey.  You may know his story as well or even better than I do.  There is no doubt he lived an unusual life.  I just contend that it was not the life he thought he would  live. It seems clear that he often wondered how he happened to be the one to live that unusual life. 
    “When you come to a fork in the road, take it!”  At least, that is what Yogi Berra is quoted to have said.  While his take may have leaned toward the humorous, we are reminded that a change in circumstances calls on us to see where the opportunity is taking us.  Really, there is no other viable choice. 
    If we conduct a poll, I think we would find that most of us, believe we will meet a number challenging forks in the road.  Most of them may not seem to be as life altering as the ones Moses met, but they will be our personal challenges.  When those times come, we may sit by the figurative well and wonder about our lives.  We may say, “This is not where I thought I would be.”  Maybe doing so is reasonable for a moment, but then it is time to get on with living. 
    Moses did it.  He saw an opportunity, made the decision, and then  ran with it. While it may be easier said than done.  It can be done.  Fretting about what might have been, or what you would have desired to have been really accomplishes nothing.   
    Where we are is where we are.  Yes, I know, that was a profound thought.  The simplest and most obvious conclusions often are the most profound.  So take a look at where you are.  Evaluate what you see according to the possibilities that are before you.  Don’t measure them by pleasure.  Measure them by objective.  Renew your purpose accordingly.  Then, get a strong grip on the opportunity you see, and don’t let go until it releases you.  It just might lead you toward some “Promised Land.”  Like it or not, we need to learn to be where we are.                           Russ Dyer             
          APOSTOLIC PREACHING
    Often people will remark, "I think you should just preach Jesus and say mm nothing about so and so or this and that." Well, is that the way Philip did it? Did Paul do it that way? How did the apostles preach? That is a question for some of my own preaching brethren to ponder, for some of them have the speak-softly, tread lightly, step-carefully, method-of approach-kind of "soft-pedal" preaching, too.   

    I would not call it "soft-soap" — it slanders soap, for soap is a mighty good thing, but I have never found that kind of preaching good for anything except to spoil the brethren and please the sectarians. 

    The apostolic way of preaching is the only right way to preach. How, then, did Philip preach Christ? Take this passage: '"But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized both men and women" (Acts 8:12). Do you suppose Philip should have "just preached Jesus" and have said nothing about the "kingdom," or the "name," or about being "baptized"? 
                                                                              Foy E. Wallace, Jr. Deceased

                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Eric Wittrock, Maddy Goddard, Hans Nicholson and Danesa Nicholson’s sisters  Ilean.
Traveling:  Terry Campbell Mar. 9th thru May 7th.
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson and Tim Reed.
Baby Shower: For Whitney Decker Mar. 20th @ 1:30 at Danesa Nicholson’s. See Danesa or Jennifer Kelly for more details. 
Men’s Breakfast & Training Class: Sat. March 12th “I Sought For A Man” lesson #2.  
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: “And he (Jesus) saith unto them, Ye shall drink indeed of my cup, and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with: but to sit on my right hand, and on my left, is not mine to give, but it shall be given to them for whom it is prepared of my Father.” Mat. 20:23 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” Prov. 4:18 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 63                                                                    

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
