      A REVOLTIN’ DEVELOPMENT
    Unless you have been around a lot of years you would not remember actor William Bendix and his radio show, “The Life of Riley.” Both TV and radio programs back years ago were designed to entertain with clean, wholesome dispositions. Such was our hapless hero Riley. His frequent exclamation of indignation was “What a revoltin’ development this is!” That expression became one of the most famous catchphrases of the 1940’s. Riley was always in trouble because of his mistakes or his family and life in general. Within any lifespan, all of us will have troubles. Some are minor, and others will cut your heart and soul to bits. Such is life!
     “Nothing is permanent in this wicked world – not even our troubles.” Charlie Chaplin (1889 –1977)
     “Troubles are often the tools with which God fashions us for better things.” Henry Ward Beecher (1813 – 1887) 
    “Selfishness and greed, individual or national, cause most of our troubles.” Harry S. Truman (1884 – 1972)
     “I have spent most of my life worrying about things that have never happened.” Mark Twain (1835 –1910)
     I must admit that I have been troubled many times, and I know I cannot, for the most part, have any influence to change what bothers me. To illustrate, presently I am distressed with our current political parties and national government. However, like you, we press on to do the best we can. With this thought, I go for strength to my Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. With my understanding and promises of our God, I know that our God is still in command. God help all of us to overcome useless worry. 
    In this life trouble and worry will always be with us. Yet, we can always rely on God. “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble” (Psalms 46:1). “Blessed be God, even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort; Who comforteth us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort them which are in any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we ourselves are comforted of God. For as the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our consolation also aboundeth by Christ” (2 Corinthians 4:35).
     “Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time: Casting all your care upon him;for he careth for you” (1 Peter 5:6-7).                                               Donald R. Fox
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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               IF I WERE GOD…
    We rightly attribute certain characteristics only to God. God is omnipotent, having infinite and unlimited power (Gen. 1:1). God is omnipresent, present everywhere at the same time (Psa. 139:7-10). God is omniscient, having complete knowledge, awareness, and understanding (vv. 1-6). As human beings we could never even come close to being completely like God, but for the sake of this essay, I want to elaborate upon the theme. If I were God. 
    If I were God, would I be as loving as God is? "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have ever lasting life" (John 3:16). God could have done anything He wanted with this wicked, sinful world, but He chose to love it, and to send His son to save men from their sins. If I were God, would I have been that loving?
     If I were God, would I be as merciful as God is? "For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, and His truth endureth to all generations" (Psa. 110:5). God is the Father of all mercy (Heb. 4:16) and shows mercy to all mankind. Without His mercy we would get what we deserve. If I were God, could I be merciful enough to give mankind a second chance?
    If I were God, would I be as forgiving as God is? "If we confess our sins. He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness" (1 John 1:9). If I were God, could I forgive the very ones that caused the death of my son on the cross? Could I forget as well as forgive someone as many times as he sinned, as long as he repented of those sins (Luke 17:3-4)? Would I be able to blot out that sin, and no longer lay it to his charge? 
    If I were God, would I judge with righteous judgment? Our God is a righteous Judge and "will render to every man according to his deeds" (Rom. 2:6). But if I were God, would I be able to judge everyone this way? Would I be unjustly lenient on some and harsh on others, or would I take vengeance on some who had wronged me in the past, even if they had repented? Thanks be to God that we do have a loving, merciful, forgiving God that will be our Judge through His Son on the Last Day!
                                                                             Danny Box Deceased
          CARRIED BY GOD 
    You have carried a child, haven't you? Why? The reasons could be many. The child cannot walk and is unable to effectively move from one place to another. That's common. Maybe the child just isn't strong enough to walk very far or fast enough to keep up. That happens too. It may be for safety purposes in a crowded, busy location or maybe where at least a potential for some harm exists. We hold the child to protect them. But, sometimes children are held simply for the desire for closeness. It's a bonding time. Physical nearness helps develop emotional ties. 
    Those are all good, legitimate reasons to carry a child. 
    With that in mind, think about how Moses describes God's actions with Israel in the wilderness: "...and in the wilderness, where you have seen how the Lord your God carried you, as a man carries his son, all the way that you went until you came to this place" (Deut. 1:31). 
    What a picture. Can you see yourself in it? God carries us. He does so for all the very same reasons we would carry a child; when we cannot walk or are not strong enough to "keep up," to protect us from danger and harm, and be near to us, because He loves and cares so much for us. 
    Though the picture is slightly changed, the lovely notion is not: "He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bosom" (Isa. 40:11). 
    "See how great a love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called the children of God; and such we are" (1 John 3:1). 
                                                                             David Deffenbaugh
                 Faith And Doubt 

Doubt sees the obstacles.  

Faith sees the way!  

Doubt sees the darkest night, Faith sees the day!  

Doubt dreads to take a step.  

Faith soars on high!  

Doubt questions, “Who believes?” 

 Faith answers, “I!”                                                           —Gospel Banner
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Eric Wittrock, Maddy Goddard, Hans Nicholson , Danesa Nicholson’s sisters  Ilean and Abby St Clair MRI Mar. 15th .
Traveling:  Hans and Danesa Nicholson, and Terry Campbell Mar. 9th thru May 7th.
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson and Tim Reed.
Ladies Bible Class: Sat. Mar. 19th at 10 AM at the church building.
Baby Shower: For Whitney Decker Mar. 20th @ 1:30 at Danesa Nicholson’s. See Danesa or Jennifer Kelly for more details. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: “Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” Mat. 20:28 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “Let thy fountain be blessed: and rejoice with the wife of thy youth.” Prov. 5:18 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 91                                                                    

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
