I Never Knew CONT…
   This is why the pursuit of knowing God is so important. A level of healthy dissatisfaction is always appropriate. Paul maintained such. He was always pressing on toward the upward call of God in Christ Jesus (Phil. 3:14). Even after years of faithful service to God, He still was driven by his desire to know Christ (Phil. 3:10). This is not a sense of doubt of one's standing with God, but a knowing that our spiritual trajectory must always be upward. The only plateau that exists here is "the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ" (Eph. 4:13). I'm not there and neither are you.                                        
    The ambition to know God keeps us "pressing on the upward way." Do we see, do we know that we don't yet know God as we might or as we could? Would to God that the day (or many days) might come when we say, "I thought I knew God then, but I now know Him as I never have before."                                                                 David Deffenbaugh
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------   
          The First Gospel Sermon

    The first sermon in the Christian dispensation was preached on the day of Pentecost in the city of Jerusalem. The multitude came together to know what the excitement was (Acts 2:6). Peter arose and preached the sermon that is recorded in Acts two. There were Jews out of every nation under heaven who became interested and inquired what to do to be saved. Guided by the Holy Spirit, Peter said unto them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins" (Acts 2:38). They who gladly received the word spoken by Peter were baptized and on that day, 3,000 were added to the church. So the answer to their question set forth in Acts 2:37 was, "Repent and be baptized." Can anyone deny that and yet believe the Bible? Does that mean a person is saved without being baptized? Certainly not.
 E. M. Borden (Deceased)
                Apostle John’s Farewell 
    Tradition tells us that the aged apostle John, in bidding farewell to his congregation, admonished them to love one another. 
     “But, we want something new,” they said. “Give us a new commandment.”

      John replied, “Brethren, I write no new commandment unto you, but an old commandment which ye had from the beginning … that we should love one another!” (I John 2:7; 3:11).            
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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 CHRIST AND HIM CRUCIFIED
The preaching of the cross of Christ has always been imperative. Paul penned that “the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God” (1st Cor. 1:18), and again we hear him say, “For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1st Cor. 2:2). The Gospel of Christ is God’s only power to save the lost (Rom. 1:16). It is God’s desire that all men, Jew and Gentile, be saved and “that He might reconcile them both to God inone body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity” (Eph. 2:16). God the Father, and God the Son considered the church so important that Jesus Christ “humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross” (Phil. 2:8). The old-time Jerusalem message will always put the cross of Christ at the front and center of preaching.
This can be clearly seen in the very first Gospel sermon preached on the day that the church of Christ was established as recorded in Acts chapter two. Notice:
·What the Jews did TO the Savior ~ “…you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified and put to death” (Acts 2:23).
·What the Father did FOR the Savior ~ “…Whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it” (Acts 2:24). “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ” (Acts 2:37).
·What you and I must do in order to obtain salvation OF the Savior ~ “…Men and brethren what shall we do? Then Peter said to them, repent and let every one of you be baptized (immersed) in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).
Christ boldly claimed “And I, if I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself” (John 12:32). Earlier, Christ had prophesied “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, I speak these things” (John 8:28).
Let us, like Paul, be ever determined to teach and preach the powerful and precious message of Christ and Him crucified! 
                                                             Jess Whitlock - Denison, TX
                 I Never Knew

I have known people who said they grew up in poverty but did not realize at the time that they were poor. How is that possible? How can someone not know something like that. That's hard to imagine in a time when we are so connected with so much of what goes on in the world and that stream of information is virtually instantaneous. That's just the point. These people didn't know any different. Their answer is, "It's all we knew." They lived in a time and place when everyone around them was in exactly the same situation. It was the absence of wealth to any degree, not only for themselves but everyone they knew, that permitted them to be poor and not even know it.
When did the realization finally sink in? When they were exposed to some level of wealth. Knowing what it was to have something opened up understanding for what it was to not have it. Now they knew they had been poor.
                                                                            CONT. ON BACK…
________________________________________________________

             Happiness is seeing 
everyone in Bible Class and worship

                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Maddy Goddard and Danesa Nicholson’s sisters  Ilean.
Traveling:  Hans and Danesa Nicholson leaving Mon. Mar. 28th for two weeks, The St Clair’s Mar. 31st to Apr. 4th and Terry Campbell until May 7th.
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson and Tim Reed. 
Men’s Business Meeting: Today after morning church service.
Women’s Bible Class: Sat. Apr. 9th.
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: And said unto him, Hearest thou what these say? And Jesus saith unto them, Yea; have ye never read, Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast perfected praise?” Mat. 21:16 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “Do this now, my son, and deliver thyself, when thou art come into the hand of thy friend; go, humble thyself, and make sure thy friend.” Prov. 6:1 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 79                                                                    

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
