                Attend That Church? CONT.                        We invite you to visit with us at the church of Christ @ Wasilla. When you do so we encourage you to see and hear the things done and then do what God says is noble, search the Scriptures whether these things are so. If we would all do this and then humbly respond to that which is right, we can have the proper answer if someone asks, "Why do you attend that church?" We can say simply, "Because it is the one God wants me to attend; it is the one you read of in His Word, the Bible." Jack Williams
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
What Does The Bible Say About...  The Rapture?                                        In the late 90's a series of "Left Behind" books and movies from them re-popularized the doctrine of the "rapture." This doctrine was pushed to the forefront in the 1970's due to the writings of Hal Lindsay and his book "The Late Great Planet Earth." The premise for the rapture is taken chiefly from the depiction in 1 Thessalonians 4 of those "caught up" to be with the Lord at His coming (verse 15-17). The doctrine also teaches that when the Lord comes again there will be a secret "rapture" of the faithful and the wicked will be left behind (thus the "Left Behind" books) to suffer great tribulation. While this doctrine may be popular, we must look to the Bible to determine whether it is so (Acts 17:11), not the popularity or sensationalism which it seems to provide. When we look to 1 Thessalonians 4 we find things that show that the setting forth of this doctrine is nothing less than that described in God's Word as "untaught and unstable people" twisting the scriptures "to their own destruction" (2 Peter 3:16). Notice a few of the problems regarding the doctrine of the "rapture":                               •   In verse 16 we find that the coming of our Lord will be anything but secret! God notes that Jesus will come "with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God." So much for a "secret rapture"! In Revelation 1:6 we are told when Jesus comes again, it will not be secret, but that "every eye shall see Him."                                                                                                       •   In verse 17 we read that instead of a seven year rapture, after which the faithful will return to earth, "thus we shall always be with the Lord". The truth is, there will not be anything to return to! Peter tells us that when the Lord returns "the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up" (2 Peter 3:10).                                                                                                             What does the Bible say about the rapture? Nothing. The doctrine may make for fanciful books and movies, but the Bible does not teach it, but instead denies the very teachings of the doctrine. One does not read of it in the pages of God's Word and did not read of it in history until the 1800's!             Jack Williams                                           Study your Bible Daily        
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
Preacher             Phone                           Email:

Sam Carman:        501-467-2239      capt.samcarman@gmail.com
Elders                 Phone                           Email:                  

Ed Maxwell:          907-373-5583      ed@churchofchristwasilla.com
Hans Nicholson:   907-230-2969       hnichs@gmail.com     
Deacon
 Joe Murdock        907-715-0089       montana2189@hotmail.com
Wayne Ezell          907-414-0613      nytman09@yahoo.com
         Physical versus Spiritual        Unbelievers and immature Christians both face the challenge of raising their thinking to loftier planes. “And I, brethren, could not speak unto you as unto spiritual, but unto carnal, as unto babes in Christ” (1Corinthians 3:1). It takes mental effort and resolve to dwell upon spiritual matters. Naturally, living in this physical world, it is easier to think in physical terms. Our Lord constantly challenged those He met to think of spiritual things.

    In his nighttime discussion with Nicodemus, Jesus spoke of one being “born anew” (John 3:3). The ruler’s mind immediately went to physicalbirth, so he missed the point. In confusion he asked, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?” (John 3:4). Further explanation was needed. “Except one be born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). Baptism is a spiritual birth requiring two elements: water (cf. Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:20, 21) and the Spirit (God’s working).

    In his noontime discussion with the Samaritan woman, the Lord spoke of “living water.” This “water” would so completely satisfy that one would “never thirst” (John 4:14). Not surprisingly, her mind went straight to relief from her daily trek to the well (John 4:15). Without running water available, she had to carry all water used for cooking and washing. Jesus has the words of spiritual life, to quench the thirsty soul.

As Jesus prepared to journey to Judea, He told His disciples, “Our friend Lazarus is fallen asleep; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep” (John 11:11). Thinking in physical terms, the disciples responded, “Lord, if he is fallen asleep, he will recover” (John 11:12). Jesus was wanting them to know of His power – His power to raise the dead. The Master is able to raise the dead as easily as you or I would wake someone from sleep. Since they missed the point, “Jesus therefore said unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead” (John 11:14).

    Jesus spoke often about His kingdom. The new birth is the way to “enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). Sadly, the disciples were still thinking of a physical kingdom. Even after His resurrection they asked, “Lord, dost thou at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?” (Acts 1:6). They were thinking of a restoration of the old, physical kingdom. Jesus tried to get Pilot to understand, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John18:36). Those who look for a physical kingdom will forever be disappointed. Beginning in the first century, when people experienced the “new birth,” they were delivered “out of the power of darkness, and translated us into the kingdom of the Son of his love” (Colossians 1:13).                                                             George Jensen

            Attend That Church?                    If someone were to approach you and ask, "What church do you attend?" You would most likely respond simply, "I attend the ______ church", naming whatever group you attended. But how would you respond if the person then asked, "Why do you attend that church?" Think about it a little bit. Why do you attend where you do? Maybe it is because of "family tradition?" Perhaps it is because the church you attend has "everything you like." Some even attend a given church because it allows what they want allowed in their life.                       But think a little more - are these really good reasons for being a member of a church? What do any of these reasons have to do with God? Should we attend a certain church because it is the church our family likes, or we like, or that allows us to do the things we want or should we attend a certain church because it is the one God would want us to attend? I think all can see that if our religion is to be a response to, and relationship with God, then it should be as He wants. But how can we know which church He would want us to attend? Again, doesn't it make sense to look to what He has said? Of course that means we will look to the Bible, God's complete and inspired revelation to man (2 Timothy 3:16-17). When we do so, what distinctive marks do we find of the church?                       •  A church built by and upon Christ (Matthew 16:16-18)                                     •  A church that has only His word as its guide (2 Timothy 3:16-17; Colossians 3:17)                                                                                                      •  A church called by Bible names (Romans 16:16)                                               •  A church entered according to His plan (Acts 2:47 ... cf 37-41)                         •  A church that worships God as He has commanded (John 4:23-24; Acts 2:42; Ephesians 5:19; Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:2)                                                     •  A church that does the work He has given (Luke 19:10; Matthew 28:18-20)  
                                                                                              CONT. ON BACK…                               
                       Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Maddy Goddard and Danesa Nicholson’s sisters  Ilean.
Traveling:  Hans and Danesa Nicholson, The St Clair’s until Apr. 4th and Terry Campbell until May 7th.
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson and Tim Reed. 
Women’s Bible Class: Sat. Apr. 9th at 10 AM at the church building.
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: “And all things, whatsoever ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” Mat. 21:22 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “How long wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when wilt thou arise out of thy sleep?” Prov. 6:9 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 73                                                                    

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
