The Quiet Revolutions of Christianity  
    How does a person change the world? Some people are naturally charismatic and can energize multitudes toward action and change. There are others who boldly dare to protest governments by laying down their life. And yet others through armed conflict enact change in their area of the world. But how does the Christian change the world? Do we take up arms? Do we sacrifice our lives for change? Do we move great mobs of people to demand change? Paul wrote some very sound words in 1 Thessalonians 4:11. He wrote in part, “and that ye study to be quiet. . . .” The New King James Version says, “that you also aspire to lead a quiet. . . .”   It is not through great personal leadership that Christianity   advances; it is not through high-profile martyrdom or through waging war that Christianity moves forward, but through the quiet revolutions of the individual mind and conscience.
     Christianity is a religion focused upon individual faith. Faith does not occur with- in a mob mentality. Faith does not occur within a democratic society. Faith does not occur within the masses of those in a dictatorial regime. Faith occurs in the individual heart and mind. It is a process that is solitary and singular within the individual’s thoughts and desires. It comes through hearing the word of God (Romans 10:17)-notice, hearing the word of God. Hearing is an individual activity. No one else mixed with simple trust and obedience, the individual has faith. The revolution occurs within the mind on the spiritual level and the heart is forever changed to reflect that new belief. 

    Christianity is a religion focused upon individual commitment. Commitment is not a loud and noisy event. It occurs within the recesses of the heart and soul. While its results are seen through action, commitment itself is silent and individual. Jesus said to those who were contemplating following him, “For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? Lest haply, after he hath laid the foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish. . . . So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple” (Luke 14:28- point Jesus is making is that it is folly to commit to something which you cannot complete. Jesus wants everyone to know that if they make the decision to follow Him, they must stick to that decision. But that decision is individual and singular. It must be a commitment on the part of the individual to take up the cross of Christ-no one else can make that decision for you.                         

    Christianity is a religion focused upon the individual’s response to Christ. No one can force another per- son to be a Christian. There must be a revolution of the heart in order for one to become a Christian. Can others encourage, plead, exhort? Yes! And this helps the individual make the decision that he needs to make, but the decision, nonetheless, still belongs to the individual. So don’ t look for a noisy display of outward show in true Christianity. That is not how it is done. True Christianity involves working steadfastly (1 Corinthians 15:58), patiently, lovingly, tenderly, quietly. How does a person change the world? It changes one heart at a time.                                                     Kevin Cauley
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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      MANAGING THE CURVES
"These things I have spoken to you, that you should not be made to stumble.” have spoken to,   John 16:1 
A generation ago, small electric “slot cars” were a popular toy for young boys.  The plastic, snap-together, home tracks could be arranged in a variety of patterns; depending on how many pieces of track you had.  The most common arrangement was a simple figure eight.  Where the “eight” crossed in the middle, there was either a bridge or an intersection.  Intersections were a great place to stage crashes; especially if one of your sisters happened to be controlling the other car. Actually, the biggest challenge was simply keeping the cars on the track while trying to compete and win.  Those curves were tough for those little cars since they were light and presented very little traction.  Add to it that we usually wanted squeeze the throttle all the way and managing the curves was a flying wreck, ready to happen.  Winning on those slot car tracks was not just a matter of having the fastest car or keeping the throttle at full-speed.  A big part of it was learning what it took to keep the car on the track by managing the curves.

Jesus wanted His close disciples to know that the course ahead of them was vexed with challenging curves.  They were already aware of many of the complicated courses that Jesus had followed.  They knew that His race had seen some sudden curves than needed to be managed carefully.  Any of those curves could have sent the ministry of Jesus into a slide that would destroy all chances of success.  Instead, the difficult turns were handled with care and became opportunities to improve His work.  In fact, those curving challenges continue to be among the points of greatest notice in the ministry of Jesus.  After all, it is easy to manage the course when it is a straight and level.  The greatest skill is known when the uncertainty of direction is as challenging as an Arkansas switchback.

There is a part of us that wants to treat life like a straight line race.  We would like to shape the course in order to run at the speed that suits our desires.  While such an altered course would seem to make life easy, it is not reality, and so it is only a flight of fancy.  The reality of human life is that of a wildly curving road. 

There are times that the best you can do is to simply “feel” your way.  In other words, you use the best experiences you have and apply them to the changing environment.  There must be a full awareness of everything that is in touch with the elements and circumstances.  Even then, we often need a little help to manage the way.

If there is some advice to be offer for success, it is to get ready for the curves.  The curves of life come without warning, and in unexpected places.  Curves may be the result of people and events that are outside of your control or your actions.  They may come in the form of marriage or family struggles.  They may be business or job challenges.  They may be health issues.  They might even result from your own mistakes in life.  It is less important to know where they originate than to simply know that they will be there.  If you don’t recognize them, there is a good chance that you will fly off the course.

Don’t let them throw you.  Manage the curves in life and the straight ways will seem even better.  Read the map (the Bible), and listen to the one who has been there (Jesus).  You will see.  Managing the curves is not only possible, but race winning.   Russ Dyer

    FIGHT IT OR PROMOTE IT?
    In Paul's effort to rescue the church at Corinth, he wrote, "Now I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment." (1 Cor. 1:10).

    Paul had/been informed of the "quarreling" in the church (v. 11). Whenever the body of Christ is divided, quarrels precede the division. If the quarreling can be stopped, then the division may be Quarreling is no petty matter. It (also called "strife" or "contentions") characterized the one who has rejected God and as such is considered "worthy of death" (Rom. 1:29, 32). Its presence, along with jealousy, is proof that one is not spiritual, but still fleshly and in spiritual infancy, at best (1 Cor. 3:1-3). The same "quarreling and jealousy" are mentioned among the "works of darkness" (Rom. 13:12-13) and are also numbered among the "works of the flesh" which prevent entrance into God's kingdom (Gal. 5:20-21).   
    This business of quarrels shows up in some pretty unsavory places. Obviously, this is no small problem; it wasn't at Corinth and it is not today.  
    What happened at Corinth is what still happens today. Professing Christians today divide themselves by making attachments based on various teachings, histories, teachers, and traditions. This "denominational" structure of modern Christianity is precisely the approach from which Paul attempted to rescue the Corinthian church.       It appears more appropriate to combat, rather than tolerate or even promote what Paul fought.                              David Deffenbaugh                         
                     Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Maddy Goddard and Danesa Nicholson’s sisters  Ilean.
Traveling:  The St. Clair’s, and Terry Campbell.
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson and Tim Reed. 
Wednesday Service Date Change: Due to High School Graduation mid week Bible class on May 11th will be moved to Tuesday May 10th.   

Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: God said “I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? God is not the God of the dead, but of the living.” Mat. 22:32 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “So he that goeth in to his neighbor's wife; Whosoever toucheth her shall not be unpunished.” Prov. 6:29 (KJV)
Attendance last Sunday: 67   
Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
