          You did not get anything 
                 out of Worship?
I find this question and illustration rather interesting in what they do not say.  When I was young and mother sent me to the hen house to pick up the eggs, I always carried the basket.  Why the basket, because I needed something to put the eggs in.  Also, I notice every time we went out to the berry patch to gather the berries we always carried the bucket to place the berries in.  When people come to work, you need to bring something to put things in.

I have learned that when people get nothing out of worship it is rather interesting that they really have not put anything in worship. When I do not sing with all my heart, I sure am not going to get anything out of worship either. If I get nothing out of partaking of the Lord’s Supper where was my mind during the partaking of the Lord’s supper. When I get nothing out of preaching this is not an indictment against the preacher but of myself.  When you are not paying attention then you are not going to get anything out of the sermon. In the illustration these are too busy passing the time of day. You know even preachers have observed note passing, talking during their sermons etc. This not only discourages the preachers but everybody around them.

Maybe this problem goes back to the misconception of who does what in Worship. We are here to worship the Lord. We are here to do that which is pleasing in his sight. Not to please me or any other man.  Worship is the praise and adoration of the God. He is the person of honor that is to be praised.  Now, If I am busy talking and not worshiping I just wonder what the Lord thinks of this. If we were the subject of great honor would we want people out in the audience standing around talking?

When we get nothing out of worship it generally means that we put nothing into it at all. Worship needs me involved. Involved in the singing. Involved in the Preaching. Involved in the Lord’s Supper. Involved in the giving. Involved in the praying.

When you come to worship next time, remember we are there to praise and adore the Lord. Let us join in to the worship in spirit and in truth, for of such God seeks worship.                                                        Lyndal Lee Werner
                             Sin Is Poison!

    Wilbur Chapman tells of a distinguished minister who preached on sin. One of his leading members came to him and said, "Please don't talk so plainly about sin. It will give our young ones the wrong idea. Call it a 'mistake' if you will." The parson took a bottle of strychnine that was marked "poison" and showed it to his visitor. He said, "I understand what you want me to do. You want me to change the label. Suppose I take this label off and mark it 'oil of Anise' or some other mild liquid. Can't you see the danger in what you are asking? The milder you make the label, the more dangerous it makes the poison." The world hardly recognizes sin anymore. We substitute politically correct names for it. Steven Clark Goad                              
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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          RENDER TO NO MAN 
               EVIL FOR EVIL
    It hurts when people wrong us. That is especially true when one whom we least suspect injures and wrongs us. Jesus experienced this sort of unfair treatment time and again. One of His apostles betrayed Him, another denied knowing Him, and all of them scattered from Him when He was arrested. The religious leaders of the Jews, who should have rejoiced in His coming, condemned Him to death. Truly, Jesus was "a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief," "who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He did not threaten" (Isaiah 53:3; 1 Peter:23). What restraint! What love! What goodness!

    Jesus is our example for how to respond when others wrong and mistreat us: "For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps" (1 Peter:21). Sure, Jesus was hurt when people mistreated Him. David prophetically said, "For it was not an enemy that reproached me; Then I could have borne it: Neither was it he that hated me that did magnify himself against me: Then I would have hid myself from him: But it was thou, a man mine equal, My companion, and my familiar friend" (Psalm 55:12-13; cf. 41:9). Jesus suffered many wrongs at the hands of both friends and enemies. How He reacted is our pattern to follow. It will take all the faith we have to follow in His footsteps at such times.

    And yet, Jesus has not given us an impossible task. This business of turning the other cheek is the essence of loving our enemies (Matthew 5:38-39, 44; Luke 6:27-30). It is the embodiment of the golden rule: "And just as you want men to do to you, you also do to them likewise" (Luke 6:31). Christians must not wrong the wrongdoer. We must not render evil for evil, even when we are tempted to feel justified in doing so (Romans:17). Such conduct is from the devil, not God.

    How can victims of evil possibly return good for evil? Jesus teaches us how in Matthew 5:38-48 and in Luke 6:27-36.

1) Unselfishness (Matthew 5:38-42). Unselfishness is the essential quality of turning the other cheek. We must devalue ourselves in our own estimation in order to ever be able to value the evildoer … especially when he carries out his evil against us!

2) Love (Matthew 5:43-48). Loving our enemies may be one of the most difficult things we are called upon to do. Yet, to do so is to be "sons of (our) Father who is in heaven." Remember, love does not keep a scorecard of wrongs committed against it: Love, "keeps no accounts of evil" (footnote, NKJV) (1 Corinthians 13:5).

3) Pray (Luke 6:28). Jesus said to "pray for those who spitefully use you." Those who treat us abusively need our prayers. We are following Christ’s example when we pray for our enemies: "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they do" (Luke 23:34). The sinner needs our petitions, not our animosity and contempt.

4) Do good (Luke 6:27). It is good to pray for the person who has wronged us and not to keep a record so that we can "get even." It is also good to take the initiative and respond with kind actions. Jesus went about doing good to all (Acts:38). The Father’s sunshine and rain blesses the evil and the good (Matthew:45). Likewise, we are to be doers of good to those who hate us. What a challenge it is to be like Christ!

5) Be merciful (Luke:36). We all need the mercy of God because we are all sinners. But, that fact tends to be obscured by our pain when someone sins against us. We lash out, instead of extending mercy. We must never forget that we, too, will only reach heaven by the mercy of God. We should give other sinners that which we cannot do without (Matthew 5:7).

    The next time you are wronged, instead of rendering evil for evil, try taking Jesus’ approach. And, do not despair when you do (Luke 6:35). Jesus’ way is best, whether the sinner appreciates it or whether he continues to take advantage of you. By following Jesus’ way, you will be "sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil" (Luke 6:35).

    "Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord. Therefore ‘If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.’ Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good" (Romans 12:17-21).                                           Joe R. Price  
Sundays are made for Worship. 

Worship is to be in Spirit and in Truth 

With our families on a regular bases, which make for a happy faithful life before our God.     

                       Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Maddy Goddard, Abby St Clair, Danesa Nicholson’s sister Ilean and Deanesa’s father.
Traveling: Edie Maxwell Jr., Han Nicholson with be leaving June 23rd.

Men’s Breakfast & Training Class: Sat. May 28th “I Sought For A Man”
Lessons #5&6. 

VBS: Starts June 6th and runs through June 10th 9AM to 12 noon. 
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson and Tim Reed. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “Neither be ye called masters: for one is your Master, even Christ.” Mat. 23:10 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “Say unto wisdom, Thou art my sister; and call understanding thy kinswoman:” Prov. 7:4 (KJV)
Attendance last Sunday: 68   
Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
