   DO YOU TAKE IT FOR GRANTED?

    "The last time I was in a public worship assembly with Christians was in July of 1996. You cannot imagine the yearning in my soul to be with Christians on the first day of the week." So wrote Bob Spurlin a minister of the Lord's church, in his June E-mail Newsletter.

    Bob has multiple sclerosis and has been bedfast for the past eight years. Even while bedfast he has continued to serve the Lord by writing (he is unable to write but his computer recognizes and prints his words). His most recent book was "Never Give Up".

    When I read his comment, I thought about how casual so many are about attending worship services. What if we COULD NOT attend worship? What if we were unable to rise from our bed to walk into the church building - ever? Would our heart still yearn to be with other Christians? Would we still desire to love and serve the Lord?

    There are many who are shut-ins due to health and other problems, and like Bob they, too, yearn for the time to come that they can worship with the brethren again. Many of us have had health problems and could not attend for a month or so - but think about - never!!

    Too often we take our blessings for granted, thinking they will never end. We enjoy the freedom to assemble for worship in this country. Millions of others don't have that kind of freedom. Perhaps even more frightening to us is that a disease or an accident could hit us just as MS did Bob. Who of us has not had a "narrow escape" at some point in life. Only by God's grace can we breathe the air that is all around us. The Psalmist wrote, “The entrance of thy words giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple. I opened my mouth, and panted: for I longed for thy commandments" (Psalm 119:130- 131).

    Whatever our situation in life, let us remember the "yearning" the Lord had for our salvation.  His yearning led Him to die for us. If we yearn to live for Him, what eternal joy He has in store for us.                                     John K. Wills
          Do You Believe and Obey?

    "I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, the people of Israel" (Romans 9:2-4).

    Anyone who has ever known a loved one to slip away from this life without obeying the gospel, who had rejected the gospel that spoken to them knows the "great sorrow and unceasing anguish" that was in Paul's heart as he saw the Jews who had every advantage in knowing God and were anticipating the Messiah but rejected Jesus as their Savior. It is like they showed up at the airport with all the right luggage just to watch their plane fly off without them ... and then discover they had never bought a ticket. The next chapter says of them, "Since they did not know the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness." This is not much different than the humanist who believes he can get to heaven by his good works or the denominationalist who insists that his belief alone outside of the obedience of baptism is righteousness enough.

    Do you believe and obey the Gate, who is the only Way to the Father?
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
Preacher             Phone                           Email:

Sam Carman:        501-467-2239      capt.samcarman@gmail.com
Elders                 Phone                           Email:                  

Ed Maxwell:          907-373-5583      ed@churchofchristwasilla.com
Hans Nicholson:   907-230-2969       hnichs@gmail.com     
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 Joe Murdock        907-715-0089       montana2189@hotmail.com
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       He Taketh Away the First

    “Then said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the first, that he may establish the second” (Hebrews 10:9 KJV). Surely one of the most misunderstood pages in the Bible is the page between the Testaments. So many good, religious folks fail to really understand the divisions of the Bible. Because of a failure to rightly divide God’s Word, religion becomes extremely confusing. To young Timothy, Paul penned, “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). Without “rightly dividing” God’s Word, we can never understand the Bible. God’s revelation to mankind was meant to be understood! In fact, Jesus said, “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 8:32). Our goal should be just that, to study God’s Word so that we can rightly divide it! The Old Testament has been taken out of the way, and the New Testament has been established for our authoritative law today. How do we know that? How can we be sure? Firstly, we know He taketh away the first because of the people. Interestingly, the Old Law was never given universally, but rather it was given to a specific group of people, namely the Hebrews (Jews). God, through Moses affirmed, “And Moses called all Israel, and said unto them, Hear, O Israel, the statutes and judgments which I speak in your ears this day, that ye may learn them, and keep, and do them. The LORD our God made a covenant with us in Horeb. The LORD made not this covenant with our fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this day” (Deuteronomy 5:13).

    For more biblical proof study Jeremiah 31:31-34 in conjunction with Hebrews 8:8ff. Secondly, we know He taketh away the first because of the problem. Sin was a constant reminder due to the fact that under the Old Law sin could never be forgiven completely. Speaking of the Old Law and its sacrifices, God said, “…there is a remembrance again made of sins every year” (Hebrews 10:3b). Paul was clear regarding the problem, “Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: And by him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses” (Acts 13:38-39).

    The Law of Moses was never intended to forgive sins and wholly justify the worshipper. “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins” (Hebrews 10:4). Why would anyone want to go back to a time when sin was consistently remembered (Hebrews 10:13)? Lastly, we know He taketh away the first because of the prophet. Moses declared clearly that he was not a permanent prophet for the people; “The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken” (Deuteronomy 18:15). Of course, God Almighty thundered from heaven with this truth centuries later when He said, “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye him” (Matthew 17:5). The apostles proclaimed this same truth (Acts 3:20ff). Then to seal the deal even more clearly, the writer of Hebrews declared, “God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son…” (Hebrews 1:12a).

    The Lord Jesus Christ is our universal Prophet, and anyone who will not listen to Him will be cut off eternally (Acts 3:23). Sadly, the most often misunderstood page in the Bible is a result of a lack of honest study. When we truly “study to show ourselves approved…” we really can “rightly divide the Word of Truth”! He taketh away the first, so He could establish the second. Thank God we have a better covenant (Hebrews 8:6) and all are invited to take part in the covenant today!
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    Monday Is The Start Of VBS

    Have You Invited Somebody 

                     To VBS

       Topic: “God’s Creation”
         Digging For Answers
         Classes For All Ages
                       Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Maddy Goddard, Abby St Clair, Danesa Nicholson’s sister Ilean and De anesa’s father and Carol Waldron.
Traveling: Brandon Nicholson leaving for fishing season. 

VBS: Starts Monday and runs through Friday June 10th 9AM to 12 noon. 
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson and Tim Reed. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “For many shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive many.” Mat. 24:5 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “Hearken unto me now therefore, O ye children, and attend to the words of my mouth.” Prov. 7:15 (KJV)
Attendance last Sunday: 74   
Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
