  A NATION IS A LOT LIKE A PERSON 
    A nation is a lot like a person. It is born. It lives. It grows old. It dies. Many great nations have arisen during the history of the world. Some of them experienced a pattern somewhat like this: They began with strong spiritual and moral conviction, followed by the growth and eventual dominance of materialism, eventually to be destroyed by moral decay, apathy, and anarchy. Sounds all too familiar, doesn't it? 

    America began with spiritual conviction, and at least a great many people who meant it when "In God We Trust" was stamped on its money. Then came the industrial revolution, the agricultural revolution, the glorification of materialism in general, and a people who began to trust more in money than in God. Now we see signs of decadence and apathy, the next-to -last stage. As one of the Nobel Peace Prize winners pointed out several years ago, not just in America, but in the rest of the world, our moral fiber is unraveling rapidly. Is it all over? Is it the end? Is American about to die? Well, that depends upon America. It depends on what we Americans decide. God gives us the choice, both as individuals and nations to follow our way or His way (Mat.7:13-14). It's up to us. He wants us as willing fol-lowers, not as robots with no freedom of choice (11:28-30). Centuries before Christ, Nineveh, much like America to-day, was faced with a choice. Nineveh could pursue either its own self-centered course or turn back to God. In what must have been one of the greatest spiritual revivals in history, Nineveh heard God's warning. Its citizens believed God, pro-claimed a fast, turned around from wrong-doing, and were saved from destruction (Jon. 3:5-10). 

    The same thing can happen in America today. America has been great. It can  be even greater. Our permissiveness, violence, and overindulgence can be either the beginning of the end of the crisis experience that gives us rebirth in God's will. It's up to us which of the two it will be. 

                                                            Thomas B. Warren (deceased)                                       

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                           

       GREATEST FAMILY ON EARTH 
    "And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills every-thing in every way" (Ephesians 1:22-23). 

    Do we ever feel unfulfilled? Yes. Yet there is no need for this because Jesus can fill us with so much love and goodness that we overflow. Our citizenship is in the kingdom of God, which is the body of Christ. There is no earthly head-quarters of the church in Rome or Salt Lake City or Mecca. The headquarters is in heaven and Jesus is the head of the church, not some clergyman in clerical garb. We are part of the greatest family/ community on earth. Thank you, Father. 

                        Steven dark 
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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     THE CHRISTIAN’S BATTLE 
    "Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places" (Ephesians 6:10-12).  
    Paul wrapped up his letter to Ephesus by reminding the brethren that they were fighting a battle. It is significant that the word translated “be strong” is in the passive voice, which indicates that Christ’s followers do not strengthen them-selves but receive strength from the Lord. 

    Winning the battle will require each Christian soldier to put on the Lord’s armor since our enemy is the devil. The word for “devil” is diabolos, the chief of the demons who is a slanderous accuser. He is the leader of the enemy forces and seeks out any area of weakness to exploit (1 Peter 5:8). That is why we need God’s armor, not some of our own making. The Almighty knows exactly what we need to defeat the enemy and to win the victory. 

    The apostle saw God’s children in hand-to-hand combat with the forces of evil. “Wrestle” likely describes “two soldiers who in the midst of battle faced off one against the other for a very personal hand-to-hand combat” (Ray Summers, Ephesians: Pattern for Christian Living, 141). Paul was stressing the very personal nature of this battle for every Christian. 

    The seriousness of the battle should be seen in the nature of the opponent. Christians are fighting the devil and his whole organization of darkness. Wickedness is organized in its fight to overthrow Christ’s army. The “heavenly places” describe things beyond the ordinary or natural battlegrounds. 

Satan has already challenged God and lost. He has been cast down from heaven, but he now fights in every other place, including the church (2 Peter 2:4; Acts 20:29-31). It is vital that Christians take all of this personally. The devil is trying to capture anyone that he can, including individual Christians (2 Timothy 2:23-26, 16-18; 2 Peter 2:17-22).   

                                     Gary C. Hampton 
       CLIQUES AND FAVORITISM 
    I always enjoyed being around my younger brother Edward; he was my favorite sibling. We all have people and friends to whom we feel closer and who are more comfortable for us to be around. I cannot see anything wrong with that, can you? The rub comes when we play favoritism to a certain class of people for whatever reason. Do they have money or influence? Just maybe we can reap benefits from them, and therefore, we buddy up to them. Webster defines favoritism in part as the showing of more kindness and indulgence to some person or persons than to others or being unfairly partial. The key is that we must not be unfairly partial. 

    It has been my experience that because of unfair partiality or favoritism, people have had advancements in the job market and have climbed the social structure. Have you ever met an apple polisher? People develop these friendships because they may be drinking buddies, part of a social club, of the same political party or other suchlike groups. With this type of tie-in, cliques have a tendency to develop. Webster defines “clique” in part as a small, exclusive circle of people or a snobbish or narrow clique. 

    Christians must strive to be fair, friendly and impartial with all dealings with each other as well as with all men. We must not be respecters of persons. 

    “My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons. For if there come unto your assembly a man with a gold ring, in goodly apparel, and there come in also a poor man in vile raiment; and ye have respect to him that weareth the gay clothing, and say unto him, Sit thou here in a good place; and say to the poor, Stand thou there, or sit here under my footstool: are ye not then partial in your-selves, and are become judges of evil thoughts?” (James 2:1-4 KJV) 

    The inspired writer, James, says it all; there is nothing to add. I strongly dislike unfair partiality and favoritism that develops into cliques. I have seen this type of negative behavior hurt too many good people. For those who promote unfair favoritism and cliques, shame on you!                      Donald R. Fox      
            Standing up for what is right 
    It is so easy to be passive and ignore the tragedies and wrong doings going on daily. We can not change the world but we can change what is in our corner of the world, one piece at a time-- starting with our-selves. It is amazing how good it feels to stand up for what is right instead of going along with the crowd. 
    “For every minute, you remain angry, you give up sixty seconds of peace of mind.”                                              –Ralph Waldo Emerson 
                         Our Family News 

Please Pray For: Eric Goddard, Justin Kelly and Cassie Douthitt.
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson.

Traveling: Tina Crawford.

Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio 

program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM. 

Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “And they shall mock him, and shall scourge him, 

and shall spit upon him, and shall kill him: and the third day he shall rise again.”

Mar. 10:34 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “He that is void of wisdom despiseth his neighbour: but a man

of understanding holdeth his peace.” Prov. 11:9 (KJV)
Attendance last Sunday: 68   

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
