                     FINDING HOLINESS                               And you, who once were alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy and blameless, and above reproach in His sight- (Colossians 1: 22). Changing from the ungodly to the godly is a concept that many find hard to believe possible. In fact, as we look at the state of the world around us all we can see is the terrible shape and the degrading conditions that exist. Such was the conditions among the people of Colossae. Their condition as heathen Gentiles was due to their practice of beliefs and impure rites found in temple worship and their acceptance of this kind of life style that was popular among the people of their day.  It was typical of other places as well.  The Ephesians were also placed in this category. “that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.” (Ephesians 2: 12).  Those at Colossae fell into the same category.  If man is to be saved from such a disaster then there must be some way to avoid it. It was through the love of God for the human race that a way was provided. “For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” (John 3:16). This way came through Christ who became a fleshly being and his purpose was one of reconciliation in that man could change and take on another form. By a sacrifice and shedding of blood He set up conditions of pardon whereby a new being could come into existence.  Just as in times of old, nothing was acceptable to God but the perfect animal, without a blemish, selected from the flock as one of the best, so it is now that only the best will qualify. Christ, by His death on the cross, made it possible for man to reach a state of  holiness that would meet the standards of God to be admitted to heaven. God will not allow any kind of sinful person to enter into his kingdom.  They must become purified and sanctified before entrance. This is  a goal that must be reached by anyone who hopes to spend eternity in heavenly places. We can be thankful that this was Christ’s reason to take on the likeness of sinful man in order to make it possible for a new life in a better world.  (  Joe Clapp
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess……………..Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4

· Elders             Phone                           Email:                  

· Ed Maxwell:         907-373-5583  ed@churchofchristwasilla.com
· Hans Nicholson:  907-230-2969   hnichs@gmail.com     

· Deacons

· Joe Murdock        907-715-0089   montana2189@hotmail.com
· Wayne Ezell        907-414-0613   nytman09@yahoo.com
IF GOD IS LOVE

What Word of love to rule the heart

And change my selfish attitude!

Let blessed scripture do its part,

With grace my table's daily food.

 

A bruised reed he will not break,

This humble, lowly servant Lord;

Through all the hills with justice shaker,

The smoldering wick will be restored.

 

No cry ignored, no plea refused,

Let pity hear and kindness heed;

Show Jesus' way to men confused,

Befriend the lonely soul in need.

If God is love, and Lord the Christ,

The Holy Spirit breath of peace,

Then let us breathe his sacrifice,

Let love, forgiveness and truth increase.
 J. Randal Matheny 

Chandler Church of Christ, Chandler, OK
     Are You In Hot Water?
The naturalist says: "If a frog is put into a bowl containing cold water, and the water is then brought up slowly to the boiling point, the frog is so unconscious of the gradual change in its condition that it is boiled to death when, at any moment, it might have jumped out." Sin makes its increase and tightens its hold on men so gradually that men are unaware of their really depraved condition. The gradual progress of sin is described by James: "Each man is tempted, when he is drawn away by his own lust and enticed. Then lust, when it has conceived, gives birth to sin; and the sin, when it is full grown, brings forth death" (James 1:14-15). The progress, step by step, is (1) lust, (2) enticement, (3) temptation, (4) sin, and (5) DEATH. That sin gradually tightens its grip on man is indicated by the words of Paul in 2 Timothy 3:13, "But evil men and impostors shall grow worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived." From circumstances of innocence to those of guilt they go, and then the sin begins to tie, deprave and shackle its victim. If you are someone who is planning to do right tomorrow, obey the gospel tomorrow, come to church and correct your life tomorrow, you are just letting sin get a tighter, harder grip on you. If you find it difficult to break away from it now, how much harder will it be then! Death and the judgment creep upon thousands of people who are concerned too much with the affairs of this life. Without realizing the certain approach of old age, death and the judgment, they still keep fighting and striving for the elusive wealth and fame they covet so much, keep striving for health and happiness here, and never concern themselves with the coming fire of eternity against which they must make some provision. Listen Friend: If you have any reason whatever to suspect yourself of frog-like tendencies-jump now. Don't wait for the water to boil! Gayle Oler, quanah church of Christ, Quanah, TX
                         Our Family News 

Pray For: Justin Kelly and Cassie Douthitt. Traveling/Working:  Emily Maxwell, Christian Larson, Sam Carman. 
Men’s Breakfast & Training Class: Sat. Mar. 25th. 

Men’s Business Meeting: Will be  March 26th, agenda items due today. 

Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on 99.7 FM. 

Today’s Scripture: “Ye see that by works a man is justified, and not only by faith.” Jas. 2:24 (1901 ASV)  

Today’s Proverb: “Boast not thyself of tomorrow; For thou knowest not what a day may bring forth.”  27:1   (1901 ASV)  
Attendance last Sunday: 67
