              PILLAR AND SUPPORT 

                      OF TRUTH  CONT…
As a small church, not as socially elite as others, we simply could not compete on those terms. We did have what every true church, big or small, has. We had teaching, which defended and promoted the truth of God. 

In 1 Timothy, Paul is writing to the young evangelist Timothy, who was a frequent traveling companion of the apostle and like a spiritual son to him. After leaving Ephesus on one of his missionary trips, Paul left Timothy there to help them grow as Christians and to appoint elders in the church. It is to this young man that Paul offered a succinct definition of the church. He wrote, but in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth. (1 Timothy 3:15). The church is "the pillar and support of the truth." The true church is what it teaches.        Floyd Kaiser  

     “I WILL LEAD ON GENTLY” 
    A good leader will display tender consideration for the old, young, weak, and unfortunate. Jacob knew this when he said to Esau, "I will lead on gently" (Gen. 33:14). Jacob said, "if they overdrive them one day, all the flocks will die" (Gen. 33:13). A good leader will not overdrive. 

    We may overdrive by continual controversy about "words, to no profit" (2 Tim. 2:14). It is so easy to reject the weak if they have not reached the heights of the strong (Rom. 14:1). It is tempting to condemn the young if they do not know life as we who are older know it. We may require of the young and weak a degree of courage and other graces, which in their case may be only buds. 

    We may "overdrive" by manifesting austerity, suspicion, and harshness toward those who disagree with us. We must do good unto all men (Gal. 6:10). To return good for evil is indeed a golden rule (Mat. 7:12). Faultfinding has a place, but not to the neglect of worthy praise. "Fathers, provoke not your children, that they be not discouraged" (Col. 3:21). We may discourage even the strong by dwelling upon the woes and trials of Christianity and saying little or nothing about its joys. 

    We may "overdrive" by preaching nothing but severe truth, threatenings, and punishment, and never emphasize the great promises of God. It is ours to con-sole as well as to condemn. The great comforting passages of the Bible should not be reserved for funerals only. 

    Jesus had a special place in His heart for the poor and downtrodden. He was tender and kind to the most sinful. Even to those who would become leaders He said, "I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now" (John 16:12). We should not drive as did Jehu, but lead as did Jesus. We move a lighted candle slowly lest it go out. A fire almost expiring can be put out by a strong wind. A tender plant can be watered too much. In dealing with the weak we would do well to follow the hospital rule: "Walk softly and speak quietly." We were all little children first and had to learn to walk. "The Lord's servant must not strive." We must have "“a heart of com-passion, kindness, lowliness, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and...love, which is the bond of perfectness" (Col. 3:12-14). These qualities help to make a good leader. 

                    G. K. Wallace, Deceased                                   

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                           
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4

Preacher             Phone                           Email:

Sam Carman:        501-467-2239      capt.samcarman@gmail.com
Elders                 Phone                           Email:                  

Ed Maxwell:          907-373-5583      ed@churchofchristwasilla.com
Hans Nicholson:   907-230-2969       hnichs@gmail.com     

Deacon

Joe Murdock        907-715-0089       montana2189@hotmail.com
Wayne Ezell          907-414-0613      nytman09@yahoo.com
            THE UNIQUE BOOK 
    Unique means one of a kind, having no like or equal, incomparable. These terms accurately describe the Bible. Consider some of the characteristics that make it unique: 

    It alone is GOD-INSPIRED. Other books claim inspiration, but fail miserably under scrutiny. Skeptics have assaulted, defamed, and attempted to destroy the Bible for centuries. It has survived them all as an impregnable fortress of Truth and righteousness. The Bible says God is its source (“All scripture is given by inspiration of God...” [2 Tim. 3: 16–17]), even to its very words (1 Cor. 2:13). 

    It alone informs us of the ORIGIN OF MAN and the universe. Men have written thousands of books and proffered numerous theories concerning when and how all things began. 

    If scientists would only follow their own laws (not mere theories) of science, they would offer fewer absurd theories, most of which seem to be aimed more at denying an obvious First Cause than accepting facts. The Bible tells us all we can know about the beginning in its majestic opening phrase, “In the beginning God created...” (Gen. 1:1). 

    It alone tells us the true PURPOSE OF LIFE: Theories that exclude God as   
our Creator also rob life of purpose and meaning. To evolutionists, we are no more than advanced amoebae or apes, a mere “accident” of “nature.” Subscribing fully to the twins of evolution and atheism, Humanists, in their own words, “...can discover no divine purpose or providence for the human species.” Accordingly, such folk live only for pleasure in this life. The Bible states our purpose: “Fear God, and keep his commandments; for this is the whole duty of man” (Ecc. 12:13b). 

    It alone describes our ETERNAL DESTINY: Apart from the Bible, men are left only to hopeless speculation about even the possibility of destiny beyond the grave. The Bible reveals the existence of Heaven, a place of eternal bliss for God’s people, redeemed by the blood of His Son. It also reveals the existence of Hell, a place of eternal torment for impenitent and unredeemed sinners. The destinies of all will be sealed following the great resurrection and the Judgment (John 5:28–29; 2 Cor. 5:10; Mat. 25:31–46). 

    It alone tells us the way to GET TO HEAVEN: No person can come to God, either here or in Heaven at last, except through Jesus Christ (John 14:6). The Gospel of Christ is God’s power to save us from sin (Rom. 1:16). Those who believe it and are baptized and faithfully serve Jesus will be saved in Heaven at last (Mark 16:16; 1 Cor. 15:1–2, 58).                                        
                         Dub McLish  

            PILLAR AND SUPPORT 

                      OF TRUTH 
    Jesus was before Pilate, the governor of Judea, going through an agonizing process finally ending in His crucifixion. In this phase of interrogations, the governor confronted Jesus, "So You are a king?" 

    Jesus answered, "You say correctly that I am a king. For this I have been born, and for this I have come into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice" (John 18:37). 

    Pilate then asked the question mankind always pondered, "What is truth?" (John 18:38). 

    I say "always" though with some reservation. About four decades ago, when I began preaching, it seemed to me that men asked, "What is truth?" far more often than they do today. 

    If I am correct, why have men lost interest in truth? The answer is as frightening as any we could ever imagine. TRUTH IS NO LONGER VALUED. It is just not as important as it once was! 

    We see this not only in religion but in government and politics as well. Our institutions of justice and higher learning are not bastions of truth like they used to be. 

I remember in the small community where I preached before moving here, a denomination in town offered meals, trips and entertainment to attract the unchurched. Young people were drawn to the hope of going on the skiing trip they sponsored every Spring Break. Young parents were drawn to the babysitting services. Older persons liked the senior trips and thought they conducted impressive funerals.                                                         CONT. ON BACK…     

                         Our Family News 

Please Pray For: Eric Goddard, Justin Kelly and Cassie Douthitt.
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson.

Traveling:  Emily Maxwell, Thad Douthitt, and the Betti’s, Nordstrom’s and 

Murdock’s.

Men’s Breakfast & Training Class: Sat. Mar. 25th. 

Men’s Business Meeting: Will be  Mar. 26th, agenda items due by Mar. 19th. 

Sad Farewell:  Sam Carman will be departing Mar. 12th. 

Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio 

program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM. 

Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith

in God.” Mar. 11:22 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “As a jewel of gold in a swine's snout, so is a fair woman

which is without discretion.” Prov. 11:22 (KJV)
Attendance last Sunday: 53   

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
