
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Hear .............................................. Romans 10:17 
Believe .................... Mark 16:16, Hebrews 11:1-6 
Repent .................... Acts 2:38, II Corinthians 7:10 
Confess ....... Romans 10:9-10, Matthew 10:32-33 
Be Baptized ..................... Mark 16:16, Acts 22:16 
Arise & Walk in Newness of Life ........ Romans 6:4 
 

God’s Plan of Salvation 

COME JOIN US! 
The church of Christ at Wasilla meets at: 
2061 N. Merciful Circle 
Wasilla, AK 99654 
Visit our website at: 
www.churchofchristwasilla.com 
(907) 373-5773 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto 

salvation to everyone that believeth…”   
–Romans 1:16 KJV 

 

MEETING TIMES 
Sunday: 

Bible Classes 10AM 
AM Worship 11AM 
PM Worship       6PM 

Wednesday: 
Bible Classes      7PM 

Visitors Always Welcome; Members Expected 

Pray For: Logan’s grandpa, Helen Spicer 
Traveling/Working: Slope workers, Beverly & children, and Tiffany & children. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, 
Sundays at 9am, on 99.7 FM.  

Today’s Scripture:  “For we who live are always delivered unto death for 
Jesus’ sake, that the life also of Jesus may be manifested in our mortal 
flesh.” 2 Cor. 4:11 (1901 ASV) 

Today’s Proverb: : “Every wise woman buildeth her house; But the foolish 
plucketh it down with her own hands.” 14:1  (1901 ASV)  
 
Attendance Last Sunday: 73 
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IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION 

ELDERS: 
Ed Maxwell  (907) 373-5583  ed@churchofchristwasilla.com 
Hans Nicholson (907) 230-2969 hnichs@gmail.com 
DEACONS: 
Joe Murdock (907) 715-0089 montana2189@hotmail.com 
Wayne Ezell (907) 414-0613 nytman09@yahoo.com 
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 Neil Postman described serious problems in modern culture in his 
insightful 1985 book, Amusing Ourselves to Death. His thesis was 
that public discourse has been reshaped to such an extent by 
television and entertainment that thoughtful discourse is missing. 
"Show business" hype has affected advertising, politics, and 
religion. Postman's conclusion is that none of these changes have 
made for improvement. In our entertainment-oriented culture, 
many churches find themselves trying to "outdo" themselves 
with more and more elaborate additions to worship. What began 
as special music by a choir becomes a full orchestra with 
professional soloists. A dramatic reading necessitates a full 
Broadway stage production. And as long as those who come to 
worship enjoy what is offered, anything goes.  

The expectation is that sermons will be shorter, wittier, and more 
uplifting. Anything in worship that cannot be "jazzed up" must be 
abandoned as boring-and there is nothing worse than being 
boring, we are led to believe. The problem with this 
entertainment orientation is that the very object of worship is 
forgotten. God is the "audience" in worship. Jesus told the 
Samaritan woman that ignorant worship was unacceptable to 
God, even though it may have been sincere or enjoyable. "God is 
a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him that spirit 
and in truth" (John 4:24). To worship God in spirit and truth 
means that worship must be from the heart, not just outward 
acts, and that it must be done in exact obedience to God's 
commands.  

The worship must be directed to Him, not to the whims of the 
worshipers. God's regulations for worship as set out in the New 
Testament are neither boring nor out-of-date. They are God-
centered, while entertainment is man-centered! Culture 
relevance is important—thus many churches are implementing 
modern technology such as projection systems to enhance 
sermons. 

WORSHIP OR ENTERTAINMENT? 

And there is nothing wrong with the worshiper enjoying worship. 
God intended worship to bless His children. But when worship is 
merely window dressing for an entertainment performance, it 
cannot please God. The apostle warned, "Whosoever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God" (2 John 9). Paul condemned things that "have indeed a 
show of wisdom in will worship" (Col. 2:23). "Will worship" is that 
which is fashioned after man's desires.  
 
 Bob Pritchard   
 
GOING back TO CHURCH 
Several times over the past few months I've heard someone talk 
about going back to church. Or actually do it, Many would be 
quick, as I often am; to point out that there is a more basic duty 
than that: returning to God. That picking up a ritual practice is no 
sign that one is right with God, something the Old Testament 
prophets proclaimed repeatedly and fiercely. And we are right in 
making that distinction. But I wonder if, in my theological finery, 
I'm not missing a basic truth in plain dress. You can't return to 
God (or turn to Him without "going back to church." Sunday 
morning communion with God (when the saints are meeting 
together) in the bass boat or on the beach is self-deceit. In other 
words, you can't be right with God and stay away from His 
people. When I say His people, I'm not saying any religious group 
or denomination that happens to call themselves a church. I 
mean the true church of Jesus Christ, according to the New 
Testament pattern. But the point is, the Lord adds us to the body 
of Christ the same time that salvation occurs, as per Acts 2:47 
"...the Lord added to their number day by day those who were 
being saved." So maybe I shouldn't quibble when somebody says 
they want to "go back to church." Maybe I should just offer to 
pick them up Sunday morning.                                                                   
 J. Randal Matheny, chandler church of Christ, Chandler, OK  
 

WORSHIP OR ENTERTAINMENT? 


