
June 3rd, 2018 BULLETIN for the 

God’s Plan of Salvation 
Hear .......................................................... Romans 10:17 
Believe ............................... Mark 16:16, Hebrews 11:1-6 
Repent .............................. Acts 2:38, II Corinthians 7:10 
Confess ................. Romans 10:9-10, Matthew 10:32-33 
Be Baptized ................................ Mark 16:16, Acts 22:16 
Arise & Walk in Newness of Life ................... Romans 6:4 

MEETING TIMES 
Sunday: 

Bible Classes: 10AM 
AM Worship: 11AM 
PM Worship:    6PM 

Wednesday: 
Bible Study:    7PM 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tue./Thur.    3PM-7PM 

COME JOIN US! 
The church of Christ at Wasilla meets at: 
 
2061 N. Merciful Circle 
Wasilla, AK 99654 
(907) 373-5773 

 
Visit our website at: 
www.churchofchristwasilla.com 

Visitors Always Welcome; Members Expected 

THINK ON THESE THINGS (Philippians 4:8) 
 

“Train up a child in the way he should 

go: and when he is old, he will not de-

part from it.” Proverbs 22:6 (KJV) 

ELDERS: 
Ed Maxwell  (907) 373-5583             ed@churchofchristwasilla.com 
Hans Nicholson (907) 230-2969                                 hnichs@gmail.com 
DEACONS: 
Joe Murdock (907) 715-0089               montana2189@hotmail.com 
Wayne Ezell (907) 414-0613                         nytman09@yahoo.com 
EVANGELIST  
Bill Beebe (907) 841-9261              bill@churchofchristwasilla.com

Pray For: Jess Kilgore has just been diagnosed with pancreatic cancer, 
Clohe Larson, The Reeds grandson, Doris Fikes, Peggy Beebe; Our VBS 
this week. 
Prayers Answered:  Wayne Ezell, Great Weather over the last few days!  
Safety and health!  Peace! 
Traveling/Working: Slope workers, Thad Douthitt (deployed).,  
Get Togethers: VBS! VBS! VBS! 
Men’s Business Meeting:  There will be a men’s business meeting on 
June 10, immediately after the AM services.  All men please plan to 
attend.  Agenda items are due to Ed today! 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio 
program, Sundays at 9am, on 99.7 FM. 
Today’s Scripture: “Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in 
the power of his might. Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” Ephesians 6:10-11 (KJV)  

Today’s Wisdom:  “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6 (KJV)  

 

Attendance Last Sunday: 70 Record: 96 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto sal-

vation to everyone that believeth…”   
–Romans 1:16 KJV 

 

OUR FAMILY NEWS 
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Well, our Vacation Bible School (VBS) is finally here for 2018.  And it will be a 
great time for everyone who attends.  Especially for the children, but also the 
adults who are able to take the time to attend.  Last week we discussed the 
themes and general point of the lessons for both children and adults, so I will not 
go back over that today.  But what I want to impress upon us all is the value of 
training our children. 

Solomon, in Proverbs tells us “Train up a child in the way he should go: and when 
he is old, he will not depart from it.” Proverbs 22:6 (KJV)   I have struggled with 
this for years before I came to the understanding that I have of this bit of wisdom 
from the wise king today.   The first time I read it I thought that I could train my 
children to be Christians and they would never leave the faith.  When they both 
left home and quit going to church I struggled with this verse a lot.  Did I fail in 
bringing them up correctly?  As I understood the verse then, I must have.  Other-
wise they would have never left the church.  I wracked my mind over and over 
wondering what I did wrong.  Where I failed them.  Looking back, I didn't pray 
with them often enough at bed time.  I didn't read the bible to them every night, 
and we didn't have regular home bible studies.  I hate to admit, but Peggy was 
much better at this than I was at this time of our lives. 

We made sure that they were at the services of the church every Sunday possi-
ble, both morning and evening and also on Wednesday night.  Peggy took them 
to VBS and to activities that the church sponsored for children.  We encouraged 
them to participate in the services and I baptized both of them myself.  So what 
went wrong?  They were both “good” kids, and both finally grew into “good” 
men.  But they both left the church.  They, like a lot of teenagers then and now, 
did things that they shouldn't have, but we did everything possible to rescue 
them from these poor teenage choices.  So what went wrong?  It must have been 
something that they saw in me or something that I did or didn't do that caused 
them to  leave.  Otherwise Solomon said that they would not depart if I brought 
them up correctly (as I understood this verse then).  Did they see hypocrisy in 
me?  Unfortunately none of us are sinless and maybe they saw my sins and their 
young minds couldn't compensate for the discrepancy between what I taught and 
what I actually did on occasion.   

This really bothered me for years and still does at times.  But I have come to a 
different understanding of this verse, and one that I think better describes what 
Solomon is actually telling us, over the last few years.  I know that the Bible 
teaches us that we are free to chose to be Christians or not. There ae 114 verses 
in the four Gospels and the book of Acts alone that teach that people can either 
believe or not believe.  This ability to make a choice to believe gives us the free-
dom of being a Christian or not.   

And nowhere in the bible are we taught that God took away our freedom to 
choose simply because we became Christians.  In fact numerous verses confirm 
that Christians continue to have the freedom of choice to remain a Christian or 
not.  We can look at the example of Simon the Magician in Acts 8 for a specific 
and clear example of a person who was about to make the choice to leave the 

brotherhood. In Hebrews 6:4-8 
the writer is clear that a per-
son may choose to depart 
after having been saved.  
There is really no other expla-
nation for this passage than 
this. 

So, if Solomon is NOT teaching 
that parents can raise their 
children is such a way that 
they will never depart from 
the church, what exactly is he 
teaching and what does it have 

to do with our VBS?  My under-
standing of this verse today is 

that Solomon is telling me that when I train children up in the way that they 
should go, they will always know that way.  That knowledge will not depart 
from them although they may or may not continue in the Way.  That is their 
choice as free will creatures of our Father.  But the knowledge that we instill in 
them will remain and they can not erase it from their memories.  It will make 
them who they are and will be with them forever and they can not depart from 
it.   

So, this coming week we have an opportunity to instill some of this knowledge 
into our children.  It will be knowledge that they will always have and that they 
cannot escape.  While they may or may not become Christians, and while they 
may or may not remain in the Church after having become a Christian will be 
their choice.  As it is for all humanity.  But this week we can give them a better 
chance of making the right decisions.  And that is why VBS is so important! 

 

 

Training Children  By:  Bill Beebe 


