
August 5th, 2018 BULLETIN for the 

God’s Plan of Salvation 
Hear .......................................................... Romans 10:17 
Believe ............................... Mark 16:16, Hebrews 11:1-6 
Repent .............................. Acts 2:38, II Corinthians 7:10 
Confess ................. Romans 10:9-10, Matthew 10:32-33 
Be Baptized ................................ Mark 16:16, Acts 22:16 
Arise & Walk in Newness of Life ................... Romans 6:4 

MEETING TIMES 
Sunday: 

Bible Classes: 10AM 
AM Worship: 11AM 
PM Worship:    6PM 

Wednesday: 
Bible Study:    7PM 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tue./Thur.    3PM-7PM 

COME JOIN US! 
The church of Christ at Wasilla meets at: 
 
2061 N. Merciful Circle 
Wasilla, AK 99654 
(907) 373-5773 

 
Visit our website at: 
www.churchofchristwasilla.com 

Visitors Always Welcome; Members Expected 

THINK ON THESE THINGS (Philippians 4:8) 
 

 

ELDERS: 
Ed Maxwell  (907) 373-5583             ed@churchofchristwasilla.com 
Hans Nicholson (907) 230-2969                                 hnichs@gmail.com 
DEACONS: 
Joe Murdock (907) 715-0089               montana2189@hotmail.com 
Wayne Ezell (907) 414-0613                         nytman09@yahoo.com 
Phillip Kelly (907) 632-1118 affordablehydroseeding@hotmail.com 
EVANGELIST  
Bill Beebe (907) 841-9261              bill@churchofchristwasilla.com

Pray For:  Danesa injured her knee, Abby and Steve have continuing 
medical issues. Wayne and Cathy Ezell, Lois MacAlvain (Gale Larson’s 
mother) needs prayers for recovery from a stroke, Doris Fikes, Peggy 
Beebe will have knee surgery this month, Hans, for his safety and that 
fishing season will improve.  

Traveling/Working: Slope workers,  Jacob Smith is traveling but should 
be back soon. 

Door Knocking:  Please consider volunteering for this effort.  We intend 
to begin this the last week or so of August. 

Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio 
program, Sundays at 9am, on 99.7 FM. 

Today’s Scripture: “And Moses said unto the children of Gad and to the 
children of Reuben, Shall your brethren go to war, and shall ye sit here?  
And wherefore discourage ye the heart of the children of Israel from 
going over into the land which the LORD hath given them? Numbers 
32:6-7 (KJV)  

Today’s Wisdom:  “They encourage themselves in an evil matter: they 
commune of laying snares privily; they say, Who shall see them?” Psalm 
64:5 (KJV)  

Attendance Last Sunday: 86 Record: 96 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto sal-

vation to everyone that believeth…”   
–Romans 1:16 KJV 
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No matter who you are, what you do or do not do, or where you live, eve-
ryone, from time to time, faces bouts with discouragement. Sadly, often 
even spiritual people are plagued with discouragement. Discouragement 
drains a person’s zeal and steals the joy he or she should have. Discour-
agement stagnates congregations, individuals and good works. Confi-
dence and hope are lost when discouragement is present. Discourage-
ment arises from a multitude of circumstances. For example, if a person 

spends too much time viewing or listening to 
the news in our world, discouragement can 
come. If a person’s ideas or thoughts are 
shattered by another, discouragement is 
often the result. If a young person feels like 
no one likes him or her or that he or she is a 
“black sheep,” discouragement comes. 
Sometimes rude and condescending words 
from others (even from other Christians) 
bring about discouragement. Sadly, discour-

agement can come from others who are supposed to love us and to build 
us up instead of tear us down. Regardless of the circumstances, we all 
face times of discouragement. Let’s face it; when discouragement comes, 
life can be very difficult. While this author certainly does not have all the 
answers regarding discouragement, the following are a few that have 
helped him during difficult times. How can we better deal with discour-
agement? 
 
Firstly, we must think better! While discouragement is very real, some-
times the thoughts we think are not so real. For example, sometimes our 
minds can “run wild” regarding another’s actions or words. Then, as we 
ponder, we conjure up thoughts that were never intended by the one of 
whom we are thinking ill. Thoughts must be controlled and checked. Re-
member, “...love thinketh no evil” (1 Corinthians 13:5b). One thought here 
is that love does not attribute evil motives to others. If another says or 
does something to you that is discouraging, give him or her the benefit of 
the doubt; maybe he or she did not intend for it to be taken that way. 
Thinking better of others will help us to fight discouragement. Paul 
affirmed the importance of thinking better, “...whatsoever things 
are...” (Philippians 4:8) and “renew your mind” (Romans 12:2). We can 
never go wrong by thinking better! 

Secondly, we must pray more clearly. When was the last time you men-
tioned to our Heavenly Father, specifically by name, a person or situa-
tion that is especially discouraging for you? As humans, often we will 
talk to everybody about anybody, except God! Far too often, even in our 
private prayers, we pray in generalities. God knows the thoughts we 
have not yet  thought! Be real, be genuine and tell God exactly what or 
who is bringing you down. Experts agree that talking is therapeutic; how 
much more therapeutic would talking be if the One to Whom we are 
talking is God Almighty? “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer...” (Philippians 4:6a). Only good can come when we pray more 
clearly! 
 
Thirdly, we must work harder. Satan will use an idle mind and idle hands 
to bring on discouragement. As humans, we are most vulnerable to dis-

couragement when we are wondering 
instead of working. What was God’s 
divine solution to Elijah for discourage-
ment? “...Go return on thy way to the 
wilderness of Damascus and when thou 
comest, anoint Hazael to be king over 
Syria” (1 Kings 19:15b). Essentially, God 
told Elijah to get to work! God created 
humans  to be busy and industrious. 
We must face each day with a purpose 
and a task to accomplish. By working 

harder, we can fight Satan’s schemes of discouragement. 
 
What do David, Jonah, Elijah, Jeremiah, Jesus and you all have in com-
mon? Each one deals or has dealt with discouragement. Since we are all 
susceptible to discouragement, we must be diligent to not be overcome 
with it. By thinking better, praying more clearly and working harder , we 
can combat discouragement. We must always remember that God is 
near—in good days and in bad days. He promised to never forsake us 
(Hebrews 13:5). Praise God because, “The Lord is near to the broken-
hearted  and saves those who are crushed in spirit” (Psalm 34:18). 
 

Dealing With Discouragement By:  Rodney Nulph 


