Christian Identity

Pray: David Cline injured his hand in an accident. Brandon,
Vanessa, Josiah; Kenny Dearing; Wayne and Cathy; Peggy
Beebe.
Traveling/Working: Slope workers. Hans is in Dillingham for
fishing season.
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our
weekly radio program.
Today’s Scripture: Acts 11:26 (KJV) “And when he had
found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to
pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with
the church, and taught much people. And the disciples
were called Christians first in Antioch. “
Wisdom for Today: Psalm 4:3 (KJV) “But know that the
LORD hath set apart him that is godly for himself: the LORD
will hear when | call unto him.”

Attendance Last Sunday 54: Our Record: 107

For more detail, please go to the web site.

ELDERS:

Ed Maxwell (907) 373-5583 ed@churchofchristwasilla.com
Hans Nicholson (907) 230-2969 hnichs@gmail.com
Paul Stone (907) 491-1170 good_nooz@yahoo.com
DEACONS:

Joe Murdock (907) 715-0089 montana2189@hotmail.com
Phillip Kelly (907) 632-1118 affordablehydroseeding@hotmail.com
EVANGELIST

Bill Beebe (907) 841-9261 bill@churchofchristwasilla.com
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(qod's [lan of Salvation

|2 [T | PPNt Romans 10:17
Believe.....ccoovveeeeeieeecnnnneenn, Mark 16:16, Hebrews 11:1-6
Repent.....ccccvveiieeiiiiiennnnns Acts 2:38, Il Corinthians 7:10
Confess......ccceeeee... Romans 10:9-10, Matthew 10:32-33
Be Baptized .......ccceecvveeeeiiieees Mark 16:16, Acts 22:16
Arise & Walk in Newness of Life .................. Romans 6:4

“For | am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto sal-
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Christian Identity

Sermon by: Joe Murdock Article By: Joe Murdock

We have so many forms of identification that it is hard to keep track of
them all. We have social security cards, driver licenses, and passports
just to name a few. All this information just to be able to identify who
we are. And just think about all the extra information you have to give
if you lose a piece of identification, sometimes | wonder if it might be
easier to give a pinky finger. But we do understand the importance of
being able to identify ourselves and the importance of protecting that
information. But how many of us are concerned about losing our
Christian identity? We will go to great length and jump through many
hoops to protect our personal identity and then do absolutely nothing
in protecting our Chris-
tian identity. It is my
hope that with this :
article we can examine |
ourselves and make
sure we are able to
show our Christian
identity as one that is
protected by the gos-
pel.

| Timothy 4:12-16
NKIJV “Let no one des-
pise your youth, but be
an example to the believers in The word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in
faith, in purity. Till | come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to
doctrine. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given to you
by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. Meditate
on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may
be evident to all. Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in

L

them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear
m."

Paul had no problem in making sure that Timothy understood how he
was to identify himself. Paul told Timothy to conduct himself in love,
spirit, faith and purity and to give attention to reading, exhortation
and doctrine. These are the things that will show our true identity as a
Christian. It is hard to say that someone doing these things privately
and publicly is someone who does not want to identify as a Christian.

Paul tells Timothy to continue in them, meaning that he was not to
neglect any opportunity
to show his allegiance to
Christ. Is it any different
for us today?

Paul tells another faithful
companion Titus that he
had a responsibility to
set things in order by speaking the truth to the church in Crete Titus
1:5 NKJV “For this reason | left you in Crete, that you should set in
order the things that are lacking, and appoint elders in every city as
I commanded you—" Paul later in his letter emphasized the point
that Titus was to constantly affirm the position that those who be-
lieve in God should be careful to maintain good works. Titus 3:8
NKIV “This is a faithful saying, and these things | want you to affirm
constantly, that those who have believed in God should be careful to
maintain good works. These things are good and profitable to men.”
This should clearly give us an understanding that when we identify
as Christian we exhibit a lifestyle that reflects the pattern of Christ.

Philippians 1:27-28 NKJV “Only let your conduct be worthy of the
gospel of Christ, so that whether | come and see you or am absent, |
may hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one
mind striving together for the faith of the gospel, and not in any
way terrified by your adversaries, which is to them a proof of perdi-
tion, but to you of salvation, and that from God.”

This passage shows that when we identify as Christians we are to be
united through the gospel. While also proving there is no greater
identity protection than faithfulness to the gospel of Christ. While
we know that physical protection is not a guarantee we are fully
aware that our spiritual protection is. Paul at this time was in prison
and yet still using it as an opportunity to preach Christ. We can see
this as a challenge for us to meet in the fact that in difficult circum-
stances we can rise up and be bold in the truth. Because being faith-
ful to the gospel is the only fool proof way to identify as a Christian.
Anything else is a false identification and acting as an imposter to
the truth. So church how do you identify?




