Acceptable Worship

Pray: David Cline injured his hand in an accident. Bran-
don, Vanessa, Josiah; Wayne and Cathy; Peggy Beebe.
Traveling/Working: Slope workers. Hans is in Dillingham
for fishing season.

Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our
weekly radio program.

Today’s Scripture: “l beseech you therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a liv-
ing sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service.” Romans 12:1 (KJV)

Wisdom for Today: “Exalt ye the LORD our God, and
worship at his footstool; for he is holy.” Psalm 99:5 (KJV)

Attendance Last Sunday 56: Our Record: 107
For more detail, please go to the web site.

ELDERS:

Ed Maxwell (907) 373-5583 ed@churchofchristwasilla.com
Hans Nicholson (907) 230-2969 hnichs@gmail.com
Paul Stone (907) 491-1170 good_nooz@yahoo.com
DEACONS:

Joe Murdock (907) 715-0089 montana2189@hotmail.com
Phillip Kelly (907) 632-1118 affordablehydroseeding@hotmail.com
EVANGELIST

Bill Beebe (907) 841-9261 bill@churchofchristwasilla.com
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(God’s F]an of Salvation

|2 [T | PPNt Romans 10:17
Believe.....ccoovveeeeeieeecnnnneenn, Mark 16:16, Hebrews 11:1-6
Repent.....ccccvveiieeiiiiiennnnns Acts 2:38, Il Corinthians 7:10
Confess......ccceeeee... Romans 10:9-10, Matthew 10:32-33
Be Baptized .......ccceecvveeeeiiieees Mark 16:16, Acts 22:16
Arise & Walk in Newness of Life .................. Romans 6:4

“For | am not ashamed of the gospel of
Christ: for it is the power of God unto sal-

COME JOIN US!
The church of Christ at Wasilla meets at:

2061 N. Merciful Circle
Wasilla, AK 99654
(907) 373-5773

Visit our website at:
www.churchofchristwasilla.com

Visitors Always Welcome; Members Expected
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Acceptable Worship

Sermon by: Tom Betti Article By: Bill Beebe

What the world understands as Christianity is fractured and divided. Estimates
of the numbers of “Christian” denominations vary greatly. Some researchers
estimate that there are 43,000 denominations throughout the world. While
others claim that this number is greatly exaggerated by calling different organi-
zations of the same group separate denominations. In fact some researchers
claim that there are actually only about 40 denominations and some say that
there only six real Christian denominations. They claim that these are Catho-
lic, Protestants, Independents, Marginals, Orthodox, and Anglicans.

These denominations are identified by their differences in beliefs which are
often a reflection of how they understand the Bible. And therefore, how they
worship God. Some think that the Bible must be interpreted as “permissive”
meaning that whatever is not expressly forbidden in the Bible is allowed, while
others take a “prohibited” view meaning that whatever in not specifically al-
lowed in the Bible is prohibited. This is really important in dealing with the
“silence” of the Bible. It is a question we have to answer when we are studying
what is acceptable worship.

When Jesus was talking with the Samaritan woman, He made the following
statement concerning how we are to worship God. John 4:23-24 (KJV) ‘But the
hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in
spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship him. God is a Spirit:
and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” So our wor-
ship today must be in spirit and truth. But what does this mean exactly? In an
article on the Christian Courier website, Wayne Jackson states that the idea of
worshiping in spirit seems to mean that “the entire heart enters into the act. It
is the attitude that we use to worship which is just as important as what we are
doing with our body. Just attending worship activities while thinking about the
fishing trip you plan for that afternoon is not acceptable worship. It is the sin-
cerity of the worship that is important. In fact, Joshua made what seems to be
a similar statement. Joshua 24:14 (KJV) “Now therefore fear the LORD, and
serve him in sincerity and in truth: and put away the gods which your fathers
served on the other side of the flood, and in Eqypt; and serve ye the LORD.”
Compare what Joshua says with what John writes:

1. Joshua: “serve him in sincerity and in truth”
2. John quoting Jesus: “worship him in spirit and truth”

So it seems clear that what is being taught is that we have to worship sincerely
and with our minds focused on what we are doing and not wondering around
thinking about what we will do later or the next day or week.

The Bible provides quite a bit of guidance on worshiping in truth. First the only
being that we can worship is deity. Only God deserves our worship (Matthew
4:10). But worshiping God includes all three beings in the godhead. We know
that we are to worship the Father. But Jesus and the Holy Spirit are equally

God and they equally deserve our worship. Jesus accepted worship while on
earth. Matthew 8:1-3 (KJV) “When he was come down from the mountain,
great multitudes followed him. And, behold, there came a leper and wor-
shipped him, saying, Lord, if thou wilt, thou canst make me clean. And Jesus
put forth his hand, and touched him, saying, | will; be thou clean. And imme-
diately his leprosy was cleansed.”

Worshiping in truth means that we worship God in the manner in which He
has prescribed. Because of the “permissive” interpretation of the Bible that
some have, they have included worship activities that were never meant to
be used. Jesus deals with this in Matthew 15:8-9 (KJV) where he says; “This
people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their
lips; but their heart is far from me. But in vain they do worship me, teaching
for doctrines the commandments of men.” In this statement Jesus deals with

both worshiping with a wrong spirit and untruthfully. But it is the truthful-
ness of the worship that | want us to look at now. Jesus says that these wor-
ship in vain because they are teaching their own commandments as doc-
trine.

When we begin to teach our own ideas for worship as the commandments
of God, then we begin to worship in vain. The Old Law and its associated
writings were abolished when Jesus died on the cross. They served a pur-
pose as a “schoolmaster” to bring us to Jesus but we are no longer under
this schoolmaster (Galatians 3:24-25). So when we go back to the Old Testa-
ment to justify our worship practices we are, in essence teaching as doctrine
the commandments of men and worshiping in vain. We do not offer sacrific-
es now, Jesus did that once and for all (Hebrews 9:28) and neither do we
praise God the same way that David did.

Our worship today is composed of five parts. These are Y The Lord’s Supper,
2 Prayer, 3 Singing, 4)Offering, and 5)Teaching the Word. To be acceptable
worship, these have to be conducted the way and in the manner that is pre-
scribed in the New Testament. The Lord’s Supper must contain ONLY un-
leavened bread and fruit of the vine (1 Corinthians 11:23-29)and it must be
observed when we meet together on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7).
Prayer must be made to God in the name of Jesus (John 16:23). Singing
must be singing and not playing an instrument (Ephesians 5:19). The offer-
ing must be freely given on the first day of the week (1 Corinthians 16:2).
And finally the teaching must be clearly from the word of God by men only
(1 Corinthians 14:34) . These are the only acceptable forms of worship to-
day.




