  AN ALARMING OBSERVATION 
    At Romans 2:24 Paul states that "the name of God is blasphemed among the Gentiles because of you." In making this statement the apostle has his mind's eye on Isaiah 52:5 wherein God declared through the prophet, "And all day long my name is constantly blasphemed." The Jewish people had received Moses' Law but "kept it not" (Acts 7:53). The Jews' disobedience brought reproach upon the Lord and caused his name to be blasphemed among the unbelieving Gentiles when they witnessed their aberrant ways. In his commentary, Paul's Letter to the Saints of Rome, Robert L. Whiteside slates: "It is hard to make any one believe there is any good in your doctrine, if it has not done you any good. The Jews had so lived as to cause the Gentiles to blaspheme their preaching instead of believing it." Brother Whiteside then goes on to make the following application in regard to the Lord's people today. He states: 

    "The greatest hindrance to the spread of the gospel today is the conduct of many of its professed believers. Immorality, worldly -mindedness, dishonest dealings, and divisions hinder Christianity. Opposition from without is not what hurts the most. The right kind of living on the part of professed Christians gives them a favorable hearing when they present the gospel. Do not try to sell the gospel by mere talk; show them a sample of what the gospel will do for the people who really believe it. You will then likely make a believer instead of a blasphemer." We are just as guilty as the Jews of old when they enabled pagans to blaspheme God's holy name. The church has too many worldly minded "Christians," Immorality, ignorance, apathy, division, and materialism run rampant among us. Members of the church often wonder out loud why the church is not flourishing any more than it is. The answer is not difficult to retrieve. Way too many of those professing Christianity are simply not interested in spiritual matters. They are haphazard in attendance to Bible study, worship, and gospel meetings. Self-denial, taking up the cross, and suffering for righteousness are not attractive in these modem times. Many are more interested in their social standing than they are teaching their friends the gospel. Some are ashamed of the oneness of the church. Seeking first the Lord's kingdom and his righteousness is not a priority. The result? A God in heaven who is held in con-tempt by unbelievers who can read the hypocrisy in the lives of his children. 
                                                                                         Stephan Wiggins
------------------------------------------------
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess……………..Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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   Reactions to the Sins of Others 
How do we react when those around us commit sinful acts? How do we react when those around us live sinful lives? It is probable that we react in one of the following ways: Either we ignore the sin, so as to avoid confrontation, or we magnify the sin, to feel better about our own transgressions, or we get frustrated by the sin, and begin to develop wrong attitudes in our lives, or we correct the one who has sinned, forgiving him as we have been commanded to do. 

    There are some who will ignore the sins of others, choosing to look only at the good things that one does and not to look at those things which endanger the soul. When one reacts to another’s sin in this way, who is benefited? The sinner is not benefited, for the sin that is ignored by others is one that likely will not be repented of, and, therefore, will not be forgiven! The one who ignores the sin is not benefited, for he bares the responsibility to help another be freed on the burden of sin (Gal.6:1). It is likely that we have an example of this in the Old Testament with priest Eli. According to 1Sam.2:12- 17, Eli’s sons were exceedingly wicked; and, while Eli did confront them, the Bible says that Eli was “very old” when he did it (1Sam.2:22). The logical conclusion is that for many years he must have ignored what they were doing. Who was benefited by Eli’s ignoring their sins? Not the sons, for they died in such a state that their even widows did not mourn (Psa.78:64); not Eli, for, knowing that his sons had sealed their fate, he died upon hearing that the ark was taken and not that his sons were dead (1Sa.4:18); and not Israel, for Israel became so frustrated by the sins of these priests that they abhorred sacrificing to the Lord (1Sa.2:17). 

    There are some who will magnify the sins of others, thereby excusing their own sins. They may, to friends who know their sinful practices, say, “Yes I am guilty of __________, but he is doing __________ which is much worse.” They may simply use such as an occasion to quietly justify in their own minds their sinful acts, saying, “I do not have to give up __________, because she calls herself a Christian, but she is a __________.” Jesus spoke of this reaction to the sins of others when he was denouncing the hypocrisy of the Pharisees who were quick to point out the faults of others while white-washing their own (Mat.7:1-5; Mat.23:27-28). While such may provide “conscience salve” for the one having this reaction it provides no true benefit, for every sin bears the same penalty: Death (Rom.6:23). 

    Then there are some who become frustrated when others sin. As a result they either become slight in fulfilling their own responsibilities or develop an improper attitude toward the sinners or others or even God. One example of this has already been given: The people of Israel were so frustrated by the sinfulness of Eli’s sons, God’s priests that they abhorred, hated, performing the duties owed to the Lord (1Sam.2:17). Another example is that of Moses after God commanded him to speak to the rock in Kadesh (Num.20:8). The context of this verse shows that Miriam had just died (Num.20:1) and that Israel had been murmuring and had been goading Moses (Num.20:3-4). After this command of God, Moses, still burning with frustration toward the rebellious Israelites, smote the rock thereby violating the simple command of God. While both the Israelites in the former example and Moses in the latter example had right motives (formerly to properly worship God and later to patiently follow him into the Promised Land), both allowed their frustrations to be stumbling-blocks which resulted in Israel’s failure to properly worship and Moses’ failure to enter the Promised Land at all. When we see others sin, let us not become so frustrated that we ourselves become guilty of sin. 

    Finally, there are some who will react to sin by helping the sinner to correct his sinful ways and forgiving him when he does. When Peter was guilty of preferring his Jewish brethren over his Gentile brethren (Gal.2:12) and even caused some to be carried away with him in his transgression (Gal.2:13), Paul immediately corrected him (Gal.2:11). To ignore the sin of another is the worst thing we can possibly do, while to point out—humbly and tactfully—the sin of another is the best thing that we can possibly do! (Jam.5:20). Furthermore if when we have corrected another he repents of his sin, then the Christian bears the responsibility of forgiving that one (Luk.17:3; Gal.6:1). To correct and subsequently forgive are not mere suggestions for the one who wants to react correctly to the sins of others, they are necessities for they are commanded by God! 

    Recognizing that we could ignore, magnify, be frustrated by, or correct and forgive the sin of others; when we are put into such situations let us do the latter for in doing such we will benefit the one who has sinned and will fulfill our own responsibilities at the same time. Dan Cates     
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Michel Dietz who has been battling cancer (a friend of Tim & Carol Reed), Mr. & Mrs. Hagner (Susan Maxwell’s parents) and Dave Elliott’s sister who has eye cancer.
Traveling: Mike & Annie Katkus until Oct. 28th. 
Church Pictures: Start today after church for New Picture Directory.
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.
Today’s Scripture: “He (Jesus) answered and said unto them, When it is evening, ye say, It will be fair weather: for the sky is red. And in the morning, It will be foul weather to day: for the sky is red and lowring. O ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can ye not discern the signs of the times? Mat. 16:2-3 (KJV)
Today’s Proverb: “He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteous: he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly.” Prov. 2:7 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 74                                                                    
Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
