       MAN DID NOT MAKE 
               THE CHURCH 
    From all that I have ever heard and read one would think man originated the church. You need to know that man did not, divine authority originated it all. 

    Before the foundation of the earth, God set the purpose of the church in order (Eph 3:10-11). Christ’s blood was the purchase price for this church which He had purposed before the foundations of the world (Acts 20:28; Eph 5:25). 

    Some things man needs to know is that God named the members of the church “Christians” (Isa. 56:5; 62:2; Acts 22:26; 1 Pet 4:16). Some have tried to say the name was given to by man, but it was divinely given. It is a name unique, divine in origin and that name of Christians honors Christ. To me it says who my master is and where my allegiance belongs. From the study of the name in scripture, it is evident that any other name is unauthorized and would not honor Christ. This means the only acceptable name then is Christian. Even the Reformation preachers knew this was the authorized name for those, who are Christ’s servants, who have been saved. 

    Christ always adds the saved to the church which is a body of the saved people (Acts 2:47; 1 Cor. 1218). This is his body. Note it is Christ who adds the saved to His church and we are sure that Christ knows who are the saved, and which the right church to add these saved is. 

    Christ is the only source for doctrine, which Christians are to live by and the body of Christ’s teachings is to be found. (Gal 1:8- 11; 2 John 9-11). If the doctrine does not come from Christ or his inspired writers, it is not to be heeded, because it is not authorized. We are even to leave alone any private interpretations (2 Pet 1:20). 

    It is interesting that in all of these passages it is clear it was with God and not man that all this took place. What is man’s part but obedience to God’s commandments? It is not man’s place to established the purpose of the church, determine purchase price, give members what name to wear, add people to the church or to set doctrine for the church. But, through the centuries that is just what man has tried to do. In the Old Testament God was upset with Israel when Israel changed worship, commandments etc., instead of obeying God’s commandments (Deut. 4:2; Prov. 30:6). 
Modern man needs to understand that God has not changed and does not allow any changing of his commands today to suit what man wants (Prov. 30:6; Rev 22:18-19). It behooves us to leave God’s commands where God put them and then to obey them. In this manner God is honored. In this manner we please God. Matt 7:21 teaches those individuals are doers of God’s will which leads to heaven and pleases God. Those who please God in this manner will enter Heaven.                                                                                   Lyndal Werner
---------------------------------------------------------------------  
        Being in the Worship Assembly 

               Strengthen One’s Soul                   
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess……………..Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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    THE BLOOD OF CHRIST 
    The Bible teaches that all are sinners (Rom 3:23). Surely this means all who are accountable to God, and would not include infants and small children who have not reach an age of accountability. Neither would mentally deficient people be included. 

    The Bible also teaches that sinners are saved by the blood of Jesus Christ. Everyone needs to know the meaning of this. 

                                   BLOOD OF CHRIST 
                                     INCORRUPTIBLE 
    To Christians, the Spirit said, "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:"( I Pet 1:18-19) 

    Obviously, Peter did not mean that the literal blood of Jesus was not corruptible. the bible teaches that life is in the  
blood (Lev. 17). Often in the bible the word Blood is used to refer to life (Ezekiel 3:16-21; Matthew 24:4, 24, 25; Acts 5:28). 

                  THE NECESSITY OF CHRIST'S BLOOD 
    The blood of Jesus is significant only because He lived a perfect life (I Pet 2:22-25). The reason His blood can save all from their sins is because His life was so much greater than the life of all whom He can save. 

    The writer of Hebrews asked this question to contrast the blood of animals and the blood of Christ: "How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?" (Hebrews 9:14) 

    Paul told the Ephesian brethren that they were once away from God because of their sins, but that they had been made near to God by the blood of Christ (Ephesians 2:12-13). Paul also explained: "In whom [Christ] we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:" (Col. 1:14). 

    Without controversy, precious is the blood of Christ! Because He died and shed His blood we can have the remission of our sins. But, to be saved by His blood there are certain conditions that we must meet. If there were no conditions, then all would be saved, because God's word says that Christ died for all of mankind (John 3:16; I John 2:2; Hebrews 2:9). 

                           WHERE DOES THE BLOOD 
                                  OF CHRIST SAVE? 
    God's Son died and shed His blood, and this suffering is accepted by God as punishment for our sins, if we meet His conditions of Pardon. "But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities..." (Isa 53:5). It is be-cause Jesus shed His blood that God par-dons the sinner who obeys His will (Hebrews 5:8-9). But, where does the sinner reach the Saving power of the Blood of Christ? 

    The Bible says that redemption by the blood of Christ is in Christ (Eph 1:7; Colossians 1:14). Hence, no one can be saved by the blood of Christ out of Christ! It is not enough to tell people that the blood of Christ saves; we must also tell them with equal clarity where the blood of Christ saves, and how to reach the place where it saves! 

    To get into Christ where the blood of Christ saves, one must believe that Christ is the Savior (John 8:24). Those who thus believe must also repent of their sins, and then be baptized into Christ, where they can be saved by the blood of Christ. 

    "Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." (Acts 2:38). 

    "Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life." (Romans 6:3-4) 

    One cannot reach the benefits of the death of Christ until he is baptized into His death. This is exactly why we urge people to obey the Gospel; We urge them to be baptized into Christ and in to His death. Baptism puts one into Christ, or into His body, which is His church (Ephesians 1:22-23; I Corinthians 12:13). 

    The same obedience that makes one a Christian at the same time makes one a member of the church of the New Testament. Gospel obedience will not make one a member of a denomination, but of the Lord's church. The blood saves in the body of Christ, His church.                                                 Basil Overton
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                    Sanctified 
    To be sanctified is to be set apart for a holy purpose. We are sanctified when we are set apart from the world.                    
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Michel Dietz who has been battling cancer (a friend of Tim & Carol Reed), and Mr. & Mrs. Hagner (Susan Maxwell’s parents).
Sympathies: Goes out to the Douthitt family in the death of John Douthitt
(Phil’s Father).
Traveling: Mike & Annie Katkus until Oct. 28th , Tom & Deb Betti, Terri & Thad Douthitt, and Kristina Smith 10-12 thru 10-21. 
Men’s Breakfast & Training Class: Saturday Oct. 17th Topic “What Have You Done To Show You Love The Church” 
Church Pictures: Today after church for New Picture Directory.
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.
Today’s Scripture: “He (Jesus) saith unto them, But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Mat. 16:15-16 (KJV)
Today’s Proverb: “When wisdom entereth into thine heart, and knowledge is pleasant unto thy soul;” Prov. 2:10 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 91                                                                    
Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
