Blame Somebody Else! CONT…  
  Blame other members of the church for the weakness of the congregation. If you were running things it would be different. But aren't you glad that you aren't like them? If the church doesn't make the progress it should, it is certainly not your fault because you haven't done anything – it is theirs! 

    YES, blame someone else. That is what the devil wants us to do. He does not want us to take an honest look at ourselves. The easiest course is to place all the blame on someone else. But you know, it doesn't take much of a person to blame someone else for his failures. It does take a big person to acknowledge his own mistakes and ask the Lord to help him with his problems.                Selected.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
    BEFORE YOU CROSS THAT LINE 
    In the city of Tulsa there are many who once were numbered among the faithful members of the church. There are those who have openly left the church, having joined some differing religious group or just not attending any worship service at all. Others are still occasional attendees but most of these would admit that their "heart just isn't in it." 
    Any of the above need to know that we have not forgotten them. Because of their continued resistance or indifference to our past entreaties, they may now feel that we no longer care. Let me assure any such one that this is not the case. Though we must put our energies and efforts out toward those who show some favorable response, those who are unresponsive often lie heavily upon our hearts indefinitely. 

    During these present weeks we are especially seeking for those who will yet respond to the call, "O sinner, come home!" There is still a place for you, no matter how long you have been away, at the Lord's table in the Father's house. We long to see you eating and drinking with us as together we "break the bread and drink the cup" in memory of Him who died for us all. 

    But the time, dear soul is fast passing. Life is not stationary. To delay longer is to only grow colder toward Christ, to be-come less sensitive to any appeal to re-turn. Hesitation and procrastination can be deadly to the soul. So very many have already crossed the line where their sad, eternal destiny was decided. 

    There is a time, I know not when, A place I know not where; Which marks the destiny of men 'To heaven or despair. There is a line by us not seen, Which crosses every path; The hidden boundary between God's patience and His wrath. How long may men go on in sin, How long will God forbear? Where does hope end, and where begin The confines of despair? One answer from those skies is sent, "“You who from God depart, While it is called today, repent, And harden not your heart."“                                                                 Hershel Dyer 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess……………..Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
Preacher             Phone                           Email:

Sam Carman:        501-467-2239      capt.samcarman@gmail.com
Elders                 Phone                           Email:                  

Ed Maxwell:          907-373-5583      ed@churchofchristwasilla.com
Hans Nicholson:   907-230-2969       hnichs@gmail.com     
Deacon
 Joe Murdock        907-715-0089       montana2189@hotmail.com
          THE DIVINE NATURE 
             OF THE KINGDOM 
    Within the Old Testament, and especially \A/ in its prophecies, the references to the coming kingdom describe it rather emphatically in terms of its divine nature. This is not simply a general description of God's association with a particular nation, nor does it refer to His historical relation-ship with Israel. Instead, it refers to a concept He develops through His relationship with Israel that is greater than His relationship with Israel. The kingdom thus refers not only to God's rule but to a type of rule that is rooted in the divine and therefore in the spiritual. 

    The kingdom refers first to the complete sovereignty of God. Even within the historical account of the chronicles the inspired writer provides this description as essential to a proper understanding of what God expected in a kingdom: "Thine, 0 LORD, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty: for all that is in the heaven and in the earth is thine; thine is the kingdom, 0 LORD, and thou art exalted as head above all. Both riches and honour come of thee, and thou reignest over all; and in thine hand is power and might; and in thine hand it is to make great, and to give strength unto all" (1 Chr. 29:11-12). Thus, this is an expression of the rightful extent of God's rule, recognized by those who both fear and love Him. God is sovereign by His very being, but His creation has the responsibility to acknowledge His reign. 

    Moreover, God's sovereignty extends over all other kingdoms, whether they recognize it or not. Speaking to Nebuchadnezzar, the LORD said that he would be humbled, "That they shall drive thee from men, and thy dwelling shall be with the beasts of the field, and they shall make thee to eat grass as oxen, and they shall wet thee with the dew of heaven, and seven times shall pass over thee, till thou know that the most High ruleth in the kingdom of men, and giveth it to whomsoever he will" (Dan. 4:25, emphasis mine, KWR). God can put a ruler in place if He so chooses. This does not mean that the rise of every ruler has God's direct hand in it, negating the will of men, but that God can certainly do so whenever He wishes to exercise His will through such providence (Dan. 4:32). This expression of God's sovereignty is true whether men recognize it or not (Dan. 5:21). God will exert His will over them should they deny His will, using other nations, at times, to bring people down from the lofty perch they have assumed in relying on government might. "And saviours shall come up on mount Zion to judge the mount of Esau; and the kingdom shall be the LORD'S" (Oba. 21). 

    Therefore, all creation should accept the sovereignty of the LORD, and that should begin with you and me! "The LORD hath prepared his throne in the heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over all. Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word. Bless ye the LORD, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of his, that do his pleasure. Bless the LORD, all his works in all places of his dominion: bless the LORD, 0 my soul" (Ps. 103:19-22).                                  Kevin W. Rhodes
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

    BLAME SOMEBODY ELSE! 
    Blame God for all the problems in your life. He does still control the universe and rule in the affairs of men. He has the "Whole world in His hands" as the song says. Don't spend your time searching for your own responsibilities and accepting the blame for your failures; blame God. 

    Blame your parents for your unfaithfulness to the Lord. Re-member how they "made" you attend the worship services when you didn't want to go? Now that you are grown up and can make your own decisions and you have chosen not to be faithful, blame your parents. Don't let it bother you that their hair has turned gray and their wrinkled cheeks are bathed in tears over your spiritual condition. Blame somebody else. 

    Blame the Bible class Teachers for your child's indifference toward the Bible and worship. Sure, they are responsible for presenting an interesting lesson. It doesn't matter that they only have your child for one or two hours a week and that he or she never prepares their lessons at home or participates in a class discussion. Blame someone else. 

    Blame the preacher for leaving the Lord out of your life. He just shouldn't preached so hard and expect so much. He could find plenty of sermon material to tickle your ears and make you feel comfortable anyway. Just wait until someone else is preaching and then you can go back and renew your allegiance to the Lord...if it is not another preacher just like this one.               CONT. ON BACK
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Cline, and Bill Bebee.
Get Together & Singing: Feb. 22nd after Evening worship at the Kelly’s please bring finger food.

Men’s Coffee: Feb. 17th at 8 A.M. at Han Nicholson’s.

Women’s Bible Class: Feb. 21st at the Morrison’s.

Men’s Breakfast & Training Class: Mar. 7th (Subject will be assigned).
Friday Night Bible Class: Feb. 20th at 7 P.M. “Bible Authority”. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.
Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.” Mat. 7:21 (KJV)
Today’s Proverb: “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.”  Pro.28:13 (KJV) 
Attendance last Sunday: 77                                                                    Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You     
