ATTENDACE AND DAILY LIVING CONT…   

    Just so does happiness come from living a life of self-denial and service. And it is reasonable to suppose that if anyone finds his happiness in such a life here on earth, he will continue such a life with such a result in the world to come, But if he does not live such a life now, he will never do so later, and there is no hope of happiness for him either here or hereafter. "Not everyone that saith unto me. Lord. Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven" (Matt. 7:21).          E. G. Sewell (Deceased)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

       ARE YOU A SPIRITUAL PERSON? 

    Most Americans consider themselves spiritual people. Of course, most probably couldn’t agree on what this actually means. To some, it means simply believing that there is a God. To others, it refers to some form of meditation or reflection so they can de-compress at the end of a long day. For those who use the term rather loosely, it could simply mean that they are passionate people, or part of something bigger than themselves. And for the more serious, it may include a religious affiliation, maybe even going to church somewhat regularly. And the list goes on. But lost in all of these personal views and popular opinions is what it really means to be “spiritual.” 

    And yet they all seem to agree on one point: to be spiritual, one must recognize the presence of “spirit.” Now some, I am sure, will associate this, rather blandly, with “the human spirit,” but that is only part of it and not even the greatest part! Man, of course, is a spiritual being (Gen. 2:7), but when the Bible calls something “spiritual,” it means it came ultimately from the Spirit of God Himself. For this reason, miraculous powers in the first century were called “spiritual” gifts (1 Cor. 12:1; 14:12), and both the Old and New Testaments are “spiritual” covenants (Rom. 7:14; 1 Cor. 2:13-3:1). 

    Being spiritual, then, means far more than claiming to be “born again” and “born of the Spirit” (Jn. 3:1-8), and then living however we wish. The Bible doesn’t say that at all! Instead, Paul, moved by the Spirit, said that new spiritual life begins when a person is immersed in water (Rom. 6:3-4) in response to the Spirit’s own message (Rom. 10:13-17). But this is just the beginning: the Spirit brings us to new life through His inspired word, with the expectation that we will continue to listen and respond obediently to it for the rest of our lives (Jas. 1:22-25). Thus, to be spiritual is more than an emotion; it means to seek the truth of God’s Word, to know it, and to live by it (Rom. 8:1-6). 

    Being spiritual means exactly the opposite of “going my own way.” A spiritual person loves to worship God because God is spirit (Jn. 4:24). A spiritual person loves to hear and absorb the message of the gospel, because in it is spiritual life (Jas. 1:21). A spiritual person follows God’s Word in life and wants others to do so as well (Gal. 5:22-6:1). A spiritual person focuses on thinking like the Spirit because a vague “spirituality” won’t stand up to the pressures of this world (Eph. 6:12). One can’t, then, be “spiritual not religious,” or merely pay lip service to a God he doesn’t know. To the contrary, the spiritual person devotes his all—body and spirit—to the God who made him, to the Son who died for him, and to the Spirit who transforms him (Rom 12:1-2). The question is, are you such a person?                                        Kevin Rhodes   
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10
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· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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       ATTENDANCE AND DAILY LIVING 
    I once heard a man say he went to church once a month to keep out of hell. He may not have been altogether serious, yet his saying implied the idea that many people have — that going to church gives them favor with God, apart from any benefit they may receive from the services. It is about like the notion that making the sign of the cross, or keeping a Bible on the parlor table, will protect from evil and harm. 

    Under a similar misconception, many believe they will get to heaven because they have held as a mere conception of the mind, the belief that Jesus is the Christ. And still others, who ought to know better, cherish the illusion that they will be admitted into heaven on the ground that they have gone two steps further and added repentance and baptism to their faith — and there stopped. 

    Years ago I was troubled with the idea that millions of people would be sent to heaven, and other millions be sent to hell, Just because the former had been baptized and the latter had not. I could not see the Justice of making such a tremendous difference in their future destinies on such a slight basis. But I remember also that my mind was greatly relieved by some teaching of David Lipscomb on that subject. This teaching — now mixed with some of my own — was to the effect that God does not arbitrarily send anyone to either place, but each responsible person "sends" himself to his final destination by the kind of life he chooses to live. 

    We believe certain things to be true because the Bible teaches them. We can turn that statement around and say with truth that the Bible teaches certain things because they are true. For example, it is true in human experience that a certain
way of living leads to (comparative) contentment and happiness, while a different way of living leads to discontent and un-happiness. These results are sure to follow in each case: No one can escape the con-sequences of an ill-spent life, nor can any-one obtain the rewards of a well-spent life without living such a life. 

    One thing, however, that we learn from the Bible and accept by faith is that God, knowing the great evil that men bring upon themselves and others by their ways of living, has pointed out to men the wrong way and the right way and the con-sequences sure to follow in each case. Furthermore, in His mercy and love He has given man every incentive, encouragement, and help to induce him to turn away from the wrong way and walk in the right one, He does not propose to save man from the consequences of the wrong life. The only way He can save man is to get him to find the right way and walk therein; for, "whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap" (Gal. 6:7). Under these circumstances, if anyone refuses God's proffered mercy and walks in his own way, then he cannot blame God for the plight in which he finds himself. 

    The right way of living, of course, is the life which Jesus Himself lived and taught — a life of self-denial and service in behalf of others, "If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me" (Matt. 16:24). The only entrance into this life is through faith, repentance, and baptism: and the only way to continue this life is through the means, which God has appointed in the church. Anyone who neglects these means is not even trying to live a life of self-denial and service. The blessings offered men in the gospel are not so much things that God will do for men as that they are the certain results or consequences of their way of living. These blessings are gifts of God, but men can obtain them only through the means, which God has appointed. A loaf of bread is a gift of God, but men can obtain this gift only through the orderly processes of sowing, reaping, milling, and cooking. 

God does not — I may even say can-not — hand out His gifts directly to men
apart from a life of self-denial and service — a life of "faith which worketh by love." When He would give men the gift of fruit, such as apples or peaches, He does not bring the fully ripened fruit and hang it upon the barren branches of the trees. 

    The "good news" of Christ brings its gracious influence to bear upon the hearts of men. Their minds become filled with new objects of thought, new ideas and ideals, new attitudes toward life. The whole current of their thoughts, feelings, imaginations, desires, and purposes is changed. They have been "born again" and arc made "new creatures." The tree has been made good, and henceforth the fruit will be good. And this bearing of fruit not only brings happiness to others, but brings the greatest possible happiness to the one bearing the fruit. 
    In one respect, living a life of self-denial and service may be compared to playing some game — tennis, for in-stance. In such a game, the players do not look upon the playing as a disagreeable task to be done for the sake of some external reward, but they expect their enjoyment from the playing itself. While the exercise lasts, the enjoyment lasts. When the game ends the enjoyment ends. 

                                                                                              CONT. ON BACK… 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
                                Our Family News 
Traveling: Timmy Smith, Tommy Betti, Bobby Stone will be gone until Mar. 3rd. Emily Maxwell leaving for Japan on Mar. 5th and will be gone 2 weeks.

New Baby Boy: The Aumick have a new baby boy born Mar. 22nd Christian Tyde he weighted 9 lbs. 12 ozs. .  
Please Remember: Helen Spicer in the death of her brother.
Men’s Coffee: Tues. Mar. 3rd at 8:00 A.M. at Sam Carman’s.
Men’s Breakfast & Training Class: Mar. 7th (Subject assigned).
Friday Night Bible Class: Friday Mar. 6th at 7 P.M. “Bible Authority”. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.
Today’s Scripture: “But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, They that be whole need not a physician, but they that are sick.” Mat. 9:12 (KJV)
Today’s Proverb: “Whoso walketh uprightly shall be saved: but he that is perverse in his ways shall fall at once.”  Pro.28:18 (KJV) 
Attendance last Sunday: 85                                                                    Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You     
