            CHARACTERISTICS OF 
                      THE CHURCH 
    There are certain characteristics of the church as the body that we need to be aware of. These characteristics will help us to understand what the church is and what part we have in it. This brief study will only introduce the subject. Each one of the items that we will be mentioning is a study in and of itself. 

    You should know that, in New Testament Times there was only one family of God (Eph 3:15; 1 Tim. 3:15). There were never many families (churches or denominations) that some are claiming today, we had only one family with God as the Father and Jesus Christ as the elder brother. 

You should know that, in the New Testament times there was one Kingdom of Christ (Matt 16:18-19; Col. 1:13-14). There have been many strange and foreign doctrines taught about the Kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. In Col. 1:13-14, we learn that those that Christ adds to his church (Acts 2:47) are translated into His Kingdom. Notice a kingdom, which is a reality and not some-thing in the future. In Rev 1:9, the Apostle John affirmed that he was in the Kingdom, which was a present reality in his day (John lived in the first Century). The church is a kingdom with a King, whose name is Jesus Christ. It is made up of a citizenship called Christians, who are saints. 

    You should know that, in the New Testament times there was one Bride of Christ, His church (Rom. 7:1-7; Eph 5:22-32). This husband had given His everything to see to the protection and care of His bride, the church. In Acts 20:28, we learn that the Hus-band was willing to give His blood to purchase the church. 

    You should know that, in the New Testament times there was one church of Christ not many as we are told today (Matt. 16:18; Eph. 1:22-23; 4:4-6). It is interesting when the church is referred to as a body; it is not plural but a single body with many members. The New Testament means by members individual Christians, who are the saved by Christ (Rom 12:4; 1 Cor 12:12, 20) that He added to Church and was translated into His Kingdom. 

    These are characteristics that can be shown through the New Testament. Therefore if I want to be pleasing to God, I must do it according to His will. As we read in Matt 7:21 only those who do or practice God’s will, can go to heaven. That excludes all who

change or do not do what God commands or Christ’s commands. 

Lyndal Lee Werner
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess……………..Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
Preacher             Phone                           Email:

Sam Carman:        501-467-2239      capt.samcarman@gmail.com
Elders                 Phone                           Email:                  

Ed Maxwell:          907-373-5583      ed@churchofchristwasilla.com
Hans Nicholson:   907-230-2969       hnichs@gmail.com     
Deacon
 Joe Murdock        907-715-0089       montana2189@hotmail.com
Steve Morrison     417-230-3072
      WHO SETS THE TERMS 
           OF FELLOWSHIP? 
    The original word for fellowship is "joint participation." Another word that describes fellowship is "partners" (cf. Luke 5:7, 10). These disciples were partners in the occupation of fishing, but we are not talking about fishing. We are talking about what the word fellowship means and how it is used in the Scriptures. The 

church in Jerusalem "...continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers" (Acts 2:42). 

    If we can ascertain what the apostles' doctrine was/is we will know the answer the question posed above. Jesus said, "For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his own glory, and in his Father's, and of the holy angels" (Luke 9:26). Jesus said My words. 

    Were the words He spoke His own? No they were not! Jesus plainly said, "For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest. me; and they have received them, and have known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me" (John 17:8). Now, please notice with me the following. The apostles' words or teaching and the words or teaching of Christ was received by Christ from God the Father. They were not His words in that they originated with Him, but the very Words of God - the words God gave Him. Therefore, the apostles' doctrine was the doctrine of Christ which was the doctrine that God gave Him and He to the apostles. Anyone who can see through a ladder can sec this. 

    Let us back up to Acts 2:42 and ask, was one not following the apostles' doc-trine in fellowship with them? A resounding "No!" Okay, was one not following the apostles' doctrine in fellowship with Christ? Again the answer is "No" We ask again, was one who was not following the apostles' doctrine (teaching) and the doc-trine (teaching) of Christ, in fellowship with God? Again, the answer is absolutely "No" Since the saved were added to the church (cf. Acts 2:47) those who did not obey the apostles doctrine would not be in the church would they? "No!" There were 

no saved ones outside the body of Christ. One may ask, what if one had obeyed the Gospel and was added to the church but followed not in the doctrine of the apostles, Christ and God, are they in fellow-ship with the faithful in the Lord's church? "No!" 

    Did not Paul and other inspired writers warn the church about fellowship practices? Of course they did! Consider Paul's letter to the Ephesians when he commanded, "And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them" (Ephesians 5:11). We wish to ask, was this Paul's doctrine alone? No, it was the doctrine of Christ. Was it the doctrine of Christ alone? No, it was the doctrine of God. What is/are "works of darkness?" This is any work or practice that is not authorized in God's eternal Word. How, then, can we fellow-ship those who do not follow the teachings of Christ? 

    What about those who bid God speed to one who does not abide in the teachings of Christ (cf. II John 9-11)? The Scriptures say that such a one does not have either the Father or the Son? Some-one might say, "Brother so and so does not believe the error nor does he teach the error of the false teacher. Why he only speaks on the same programs with the false teacher." God says in essence that such a one has left God behind. 

Harrell Davidson
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   10 FACTS ABOUT THE CHURCH OF CHRIST 
1. We read of it in the New Testament (Romans 16:16) 

2. It exalts Christ as the only head of the church (Ephesians 1:22). 

3. It has no creed but Christ and binds no name on its members but the di-vine name, Christian (Acts 11-26). 

4. It speaks where the Bible speaks and is silent where the Bible is silent (1 Peter 4:11) 

5. It pleads for the unity of all believers in Christ (John 17:20-21). 

6. It is not a denomination, nor a group of denominations, but simply the body of Christ (Ephesians 5:23; Colossians 1:18). 

7. Its founder is Christ Himself (Matthew 16:18). 

8. Its aim is to save souls by Gospel preaching (Romans 1:16). 

9. Its worship is patterned after the New Testament (John 4:24). 

10. It teaches that scriptural unity can be attained on all disputed doctrinal questions (1 Corinthians 1:10). 

                                Our Family News 
Traveling: Steve & Abby St. Clair and Mary Ann Boring until Monday 3-9. Emily Maxwell who is in Japan.
Men’s Business Meeting: Mar. 22 agenda items due by Mar. 15.
Friday Night Bible Class: Friday Mar. 13th at 7 P.M. “Bible Authority”. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.
Today’s Scripture: Jesus said; “”No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for that which is put in to fill it up taketh from the garment, and the rent is made worse. Mat. 9:16 (KJV)
Today’s Proverb: “He that tilleth his land shall have plenty of bread: but he that followeth after vain persons shall have poverty enough.”  Pro.28:19 (KJV) 
Attendance last Sunday: 85                                                                    Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You     
