AIM FOR RESTORATION CONT… 
    At the conclusion of the Corinthian correspondence, Paul expresses an idea twice. “Your restoration is what we pray for” and “Aim for restoration” (2 Cor. 13:9, 11). That is the wording of the ESV while other translations speak of keeping things in good repair, setting things right, aiming for perfection, being made complete, putting things in order and improvement. Though there is virtually no consensus on exact wording, the fundamental idea is unmistakable. Paul was putting no stamp of approval on what was going on at Corinth; making things right was the intended goal. 

I like that ESV wording. It’s a good maxim: Aim for restoration! 

David Deffenbaugh 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------   

      WHY HAS THE CROWD GATHERED? 
    In the above passage, Jesus is moving with His disciples to the sea. It is safer there. It is an unusually large crowd. When we read Verses 7 and 8, we realize that it must have taken quite some time for them all to gather. They came from more than the immediate area. They came because they heard of all that Jesus was doing (possibly a contrast to what He was "saying?"). The context obviously tells us that they were looking primarily for a miraculous cure for their physical ailments. 

    The crowd actually becomes dangerous to the physical safety of Jesus. He instructs the disciples to have a small boat off shore so that he might have an escape. Even on the open beach, the crowds might crush Him! The words mean “to press hard upon,” and were used to describe the pressing of grapes so as to obtain juice. Those with afflictions "pressed about Him," hoping to touch Him. In their desire for healing, they were willing to run over 
Jesus or knock against Him for a cure. The image is almost pathetic. 

    I wonder how many of them exhibited the same zeal when Jesus taught the hard sayings that changed men's lives. How many of them were present when they cried out to crucify Him? Isn't it interesting to see the needs that people perceived, and the ones they don't? These are the kind that cries for bread, but not the bread of life. They are the ones who thirst for water, but not living water. These are still many who would press Jesus for the temporal and physical blessings, but never see the need and value of the remission of sins and His power to change the man. One mentality exalts self, the other exalts God. 

    What is your motive? As the crowd gathers around Jesus, why are you here? Are you truly seeking the eternal things? 

Dan Schnell
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess……………..Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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          BIDDING GODSPEED 
    John wrote a stern warning in 2 John 11: "For he that biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds" (KJV). John was warning about our attitude/behavior toward those who have de-parted from Jesus' teachings (individuals, churches, papers, or schools). To offer support, in word or deed—even by implication—to those who have abandoned the Truth is to share their guilt. 

    Manifestly, many are violating this passage by bidding God speed to those who propagate error. They are, in fact, practicing a form of "Unity in Diversity." I refer not to those who have proved themselves to be dedicated liberals (no less is expected from them). Tragically, some otherwise apparently faithful brethren/ congregations are doing so in various ways. Their behavior implicitly (and contradictorily) supports the very things they other-wise profess to oppose. 

    Reprinting bulletin articles demonstrates this phenomenon. Occasionally a faithful brother may innocently reprint an article by an apostate, unaware of the error of its author on other subjects (none of us is omniscient), which emphasizes the need for every Christian [especially preachers and elders] to keep up with "who" is saying and doing "what"). However, I am struck with the "so what?" attitude with which some otherwise sound brethren reprint articles by false teachers. 

    While a given article by an unfaithful brother may contain no error, when faithful brethren publish such, they harm the cause of Truth and righteousness in at least the following ways. They: 

    Imply endorsement of and fellowship with the writer beyond merely his article 

    Give him a platform and credibility that he should be denied 

    Encourage naive, undiscerning, and ignorant readers to heed his words when he does not teach the Truth 

    Further contribute to the doctrinal confusion and fellowship compromises so rampant among the saints. 

    If such careless behavior is not bidding God speed to a false teacher, I know not what to call it. We are known as much by whom/what we commend as by whom/what we oppose. 

    Publicizing activities of liberals and apostates (including meetings, lectureships, youth rallies, and workshops conducted by congregations and "Christian" universities) also has the same effect. It appears, however, that some churches somehow feel obligated to print, post, or orally announce every notice of area events they receive, regardless of its source or content or the individuals involved.  
    When a church announces (by bulletin, from the pulpit, on the bulletin board, or otherwise) activities of congregations or schools that are known for their apostasy or programs that feature liberal brethren, it thereby promotes apostasy by giving its implicit approval to said activities and brethren. It encourages sheep to visit the dens of wolves, instead of being wary of them (Mat. 7:15). 

    At the very best, this practice sends confused signals to the members of the congregation and to all others (including liberals) on their mailing lists or in the assembly. This careless attitude sometimes produces ludicrous results, with the same church bulletin opposing and promoting error. When the preacher writes an article on page 1 against change agents and fellowship compromises, but an announcement on page 4 urges young people to attend a "youth rally" across town, hosted by a liberal church and featuring a "dynamic" change agent, mixed signals prevail. Likewise, elders who invite a false teacher for a Gospel meeting on the basis that "he won't teach any error while he's here," either do not know or do not respect 2 John 11. Liberals must do high-fives when they see bulletins of otherwise faithful churches aiding their efforts. 

    We are to "have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness" (whether moral or doctrinal) (Eph. 5:lla), and encouraging people to attend the activities of apostates undeniably implies fellowship. Rather than encouraging people to attend the programs of apostates (and thus engage in fellowship with them), we are commanded, "even reprove them" (v. llb). May we ever be careful to promote only those activities and teachers that support and advance the Truth. May we always oppose all activities and teachers that are other-wise. 
                                                                                                 Dub McClish      
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

           AIM FOR RESTORATION 
    The fact that a problem exists isn’t the problem. It’s not that a mistake has been made or an error discovered. The real issue is what one does in light of the problem, mistake, or error once it comes to light. How does one respond when something is amiss? 
   The troubles and struggles of the church at Corinth are well-known. Still, Paul refers to them as God’s church (1 Cor. 1:2; 2 Cor. 1:1). That fact has been used by some to justify behavior, practices and teachings for which they have been called into question. It is as though these variations at Corinth were receiving the apostle’s stamp of approval since he still 
called them the church. This is some seriously mistaken thinking.
                                                                                  CONT. ON BACK…   
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Joseph McAffee will have surgery Thurs. Mar. 19. 
Traveling: Hans and Danesa Nicholson. Emily Maxwell who is in Japan.
Men’s Business Meeting: Mar. 22 agenda items due today.
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.
Today’s Scripture: “Then saith he (Jesus) unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are few;”Mat. 9:37 (KJV)
Today’s Proverb: “He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty shall come upon him.”  Pro.28:22 (KJV) 
Attendance last Sunday: 73                                                                    Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You     
