REMINDERS IN THE GRASS CONT…   

     It was a late winter day, nearly fifty years ago. My mother handed me a paper bag and said, “Here, go plant these.” I looked in the bag and there were several small bulbs. I asked what they were. She told me that they were crocus bulbs. I didn’t know what a crocus was, but could figure it was some kind of flower. I told her that we should wait until it go warmer, really hoping to get out of the job. It didn’t work. She went on to tell me that the bulbs needed to be planted as soon as possible. So, I accepted my instructions. Taking a small spade, I planted the bulbs in scattered places across the front yard. After planting the bulbs, I gave little thought to them as winter continued to its end. As spring began to show signs of changing our daily experiences, I noticed something in the front yard. Little clumps of green sprouts were rising above the dormant grasses and few other green flecks. After a few passing days, blossoms emerged. Across the yard, there purple blooms with white and yellow centers standing as heralds to announce the coming of spring. Year after year, those little flowers reminded us that spring was on its way. We didn’t do much to maintain the plants, and over time they began to diminish. Having long since grown and gone, I haven’t seen those crocus flowers, in the front yard, for many years. 

    Several days ago, my son, a granddaughter, and I were visiting my father. We had lunch, went to my mother’s grave, and then returned to my father’s house. As I stepped out of the car, something caught my eye. There in the front yard were the undeniable green sprouts of a crocus. It got my attention and churned my memory. For an instant, the intervening years were gone. Back again was the day that a teenager took the instructions of his mother and planted some long term reminders. I told my aging father that I remembered when Mother had me plant those crocuses. He was pleased, but I was transported in a marvelous reminder. It was a small event in a lifetime of activity, but it is now very special. 

    Leave a pleasant reminder; especially with the ones you love. Even more, leave a reminder of the things that are important to you. Give it some thought. If you want them to be reminded of it when you are gone, you have to do it in your life. Death bed regrets are no way to effect change or bring positive actions. Do it in the living years. 

    Peter’s message was consistent with his life. He was working in his life so that there would be a reminder from his life; even after he was dead and gone. He was acting like a patriot. He was looking be-yond his time. Consider the lines in one of our great American songs, “O beautiful for patriot dream; that sees beyond the years.” 

    What reminder of you will you leave? Some leave money. Some leave unfinished work. Some leave laughter. Some leave pain. Sitting with a lady and her daughter as we prepared for the father/grandfather’s funeral, I asked them what memories of the father and grandfather they would want shared. They looked at each other for a moment and then turned to me in a somewhat doubtful way. One of them finally said, “There’s not much to say. He was just a mean old man!” 

    Many of us have great memories of deceased loved ones. I do. Perhaps that is why some crocus blooms catch my attention in such a positive way. Consider the legacy of remembrance that you are leaving by the life you live each day. 
                                                                                                        Russ Dyer  
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear………………………….…………Romans 10:17

· Believe…...…………..Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………..……..Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess……………..Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized………………...Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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THE MAGNIFICENT “MISSION MAN-DATE" 
    "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. (Matthew 28:19-20) 

    No grander words are found any-where in the Holy Writ, and none more sobering, than the challenging charge we usually call the "Great Commission." In these words lies a command whose implication for the souls of men is more far-reaching and of greater importance than perhaps any other passage. Christians are individually charged here (the word "ye" in the KVJ leaves out no one) to act in a positive way toward others. We are even instructed in how we are to act: We are to "make disciples." This is accomplished by instruction ("teaching," vs. 20 — and this encompasses the whole counsel of God, Acts 20:27) and by the response of the one taught ("baptizing," vs. 19 — the response of a good conscience toward God, 1 Peter 3:21). Both teaching and baptism are necessary to make one a disciple of Jesus. 

    We are to take the gospel message to the whole world (Mark 16:15): The original disciples accomplished this in the first generation of the church (note Mark 16:20, cf. Colossians 1:23). This command to "go" has two points of reference: to all nations, and to all places. The first is self-explanatory, but the second may include home, job, grocery store, library, neighbor's or kinsman's house, and so on. This is how Paul pursued opportunities to teach, Acts 20:20. Evangelism is not restricted to the church building; people can learn the gospel anywhere. 

    Under Moses' Law, the Levites bore the primary obligation for educating God's people in His way, but under Christ's law, each Christian bears this responsibility. As Christians, we are a royal priesthood and a holy nation (1 Peter 2:9). Although the burden of teaching the gospel to lost people rests heavily on gospel preachers (Romans 10:11-15), it does not rest on them alone! Preachers are not "hired hands," or "pastors," engaged to do the work of the whole congregation; rather, they are proclaimers of God's word. The magnificent challenge to bring others to Christ is not intended for a "clergy" made up of some select few; it is delivered to every Christian individually. All of us shall give an account before God of how we responded to it (Romans 14:12). 

    We sometimes wonder why God gave us such a (seemingly) monumental task, yet the answer is quite simple: His desire is for all people to be saved (2 Peter 3:9). This cannot happen if the word of salvation is not "spread abroad," and God ordained that this treasure be carried forth in "earthen vessels" (2 Corinthians 4:7). Reaching our own community (much less the whole world!) may seem an insur-mountable task, but we need to remember that a handful of people, working under primitive conditions, were able to "turn the world upside down" with the message of salvation (Acts 17:6). The apostle Paul wrote in Colossians 1:23 that all the world had heard the gospel by that time: If those saints could do the job, so can we! 

    The means to reach others are convenient, easy to use, and readily available. Beside plain old "word-of-mouth" advertising and one-on-one teaching (which are the MOST effective methods!), we have many tracts in the foyers, several Bible correspondence courses, the Search TV program, and even the U.S. Mail which we can use to reach out to others. 

    A terrible and awesome purpose is ours. Woe is ours if we let work, school, laziness, or even family come between us and accomplishing that purpose. No other assignment or responsibility is more important; no other mission is so urgent. Every Christian has his duty before him; let's not be "unprofitable servants," but harvesters in the Lord's vineyard! 

    "Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Be-hold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!" (John 4:35)              Dave Rogers
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             REMINDERS IN THE GRASS 
    ”Moreover I will be careful to ensure that you always have a reminder of these things after my decease.” - 2 Peter 1:15 

                                                                                 CONT. ON BACK…
                                Our Family News 
Traveling: The Morrison’s, Abby and Joseph McAffee, Tom and Deb Betti. 
Men: We need all men that are free to come and help move the front room of the church building Monday 4-26.
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.
Today’s Scripture: Jesus said: “The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.”Mat. 11:5 (KJV)
Today’s Proverb: “The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame.”  Pro.29:15 (KJV) 
Attendance last Sunday: 68                                                                    Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You     
