            MEMBERSHIP HAS 
              ITS PRIVILEGES  
    “Don’t leave home without it!” Your trusty plastic charge card is indispensable, to hear the company tell it. You can do anything from taking your wife to lunch to vacationing in a foreign country. If you lose your card and/or cash, you can get a new card and a cash advance right away – your vacation won’t be interrupted, and you won’t be stuck out in the middle of nowhere. Yes, membership has its privileges!  
    Membership in the Lord’s church has infinitely greater privileges than those offered by the credit card company. The church is God’s family, and members have the privilege of calling upon Him in prayer as their Father (Matthew 6:9). They have the privilege of worshiping Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24). Wherever they go in the world, they carry the assurance of salvation with them (Hebrews 10:22). And should they become lost, they can confess their error to God with a repentant heart, confident that He will lovingly forgive them and restore them to His favor (1 John 1:6-10).  
    Does this sound inviting to you? Here’s how you apply: Learn the Bible, which is the Word of God, until you develop a sincere, confident trust in Jesus Christ as the Son of God; that’s faith (Romans 10:17; John 8:24). Then let that faith motivate you to determine in your heart to turn away from sin; that’s repentance (Acts 3:19). Next, state your belief that Jesus is the Son of God; that’s confession (Romans 10:9-10). Finally, be immersed in water in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; that’s baptism (Acts 2:38). If you meet these conditions, you will not be turned down! The Lord will add you to His church (Acts 2:47).
    By the way, no one will run a credit check on you, and you will not receive a monthly bill. All who apply for membership are hopelessly in debt. That’s why they want membership – because Jesus paid the penalty for them when He died on Calvary. Through Him, their debt of sin can be forgiven!  
    If you aren’t a member of Jesus’ church, become one today! “Membership has its privileges!!”                                
                                                                      Joe Slater, Justin Church of Christ   

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                                                                              

           Epigram On Motivation 

•     A leader cannot invent motivation; he can only unlock it. When there exists
      no motivation within a people, no strong leadership is possible.  

•     Do only what is required of you and remain a slave. Do more than is 
      required and become free. 

•     It is not in doing what you like, but in liking what you do that is the secret of
      happiness.                                                                                 —James Barrie 
•     Nothing is really work unless you would rather be doing something else.  
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
Preacher             Phone                           Email:

Sam Carman:        501-467-2239      capt.samcarman@gmail.com
Elders                 Phone                           Email:                  

Ed Maxwell:          907-373-5583      ed@churchofchristwasilla.com
Hans Nicholson:   907-230-2969       hnichs@gmail.com     
Deacon
 Joe Murdock        907-715-0089       montana2189@hotmail.com
Wayne Ezell          907-414-0613      nytman09@yahoo.com
       THE BLOOD OF CHRIST 

    The Bible teaches that all are sinners (Rom 3:23). Surely this means all who are accountable to God, and would not include infants and small children who have not reach an age of accountability. Neither would mentally deficient people be included. 

    The Bible also teaches that sinners are saved by the blood of Jesus Christ. Everyone needs to know the meaning of this. 

BLOOD OF CHRIST             
INCORRUPTIBLE 
    To Christians, the Spirit said, "Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:" (I Pet 1:18-19) 

    Obviously, Peter did not mean that the literal blood of Jesus was not corruptible. the bible teaches that life is in the blood (Lev. 17). Often in the bible the word Blood is used to refer to life (Ezekiel 3:16-21; Matthew 24:4, 24-25; Acts 5:28). 

THE NECESSITY OF 

  CHRIST'S BLOOD 
The blood of Jesus is significant only because He lived a perfect life (I Pet 2:22-25). The reason His blood can save all from their sins is because His life was so much greater than the life of all whom He can save. The writer of Hebrews asked this question to contrast the blood of animals and the blood of Christ: "How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?" (Hebrews 9:14)
    Paul told the Ephesian brethren that they were once away from God because of their sins, but that they had been made near to God by the blood of Christ (Ephesians 2:12-13). Paul also explained: "In whom [Christ] we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:" (Col. 1:14). 

    Without controversy, precious is the blood of Christ! Because He died and shed His blood we can have the remission of our sins. But, to be saved by His blood there are certain conditions that we must meet. If there were no conditions, then all would be saved, because God's word says that Christ died for all of mankind (John 3:16; I John 2:2; Hebrews 2:9). 

WHERE DOES THE BLOOD 

       OF CHRIST SAVE? 

    God's Son died and shed His blood, and this suffering is accepted by God as punishment for our sins, if we meet His conditions of Pardon. "But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities..." (Isa 53:5). It is because Jesus shed His blood that God pardons the sinner who obeys His will (Hebrews 5:8-9). But, where does the sinner reach the saving power of the Blood of Christ? 
    The Bible says that redemption by the blood of Christ is in Christ (Eph. 1:7; Colossians 1:14). Hence, no one can be saved by the blood of Christ out of Christ! It is not enough to tell people that the blood of Christ saves; we must also tell them with equal clarity where the blood of Christ saves, and how to reach the place where it saves! 
    To get into Christ where the blood of Christ saves, one must believe that Christ is the Savior (John 8:24). Those who thus believe must also repent of their sins, and then be baptized into Christ, where they can be saved by the blood of Christ. 
    "Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost." (Acts 2:38). 

    "Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore, we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life." (Romans 6:3-4) 

    One cannot reach the benefits of the death of Christ until he is baptized into His death. This is exactly why we urge people to obey the Gospel; we urge them to be baptized into Christ and in to His death. Baptism puts one into Christ, or into His body, which is His church (Ephesians 1:22-23; I Corinthians 12:13). 

    The same obedience that makes one a Christian at the same time makes one a member of the church of the New Testament. Gospel obedience will not make one a member of a denomination, but of the Lord's church. The blood saves in the body of Christ, His church. Basil Overton
        Every Act of Kindness is 
   little bit of love we leave behind         

                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems.
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson.

Men’s Breakfast & Training Class: Sat. Jan. 16th topic “How to Study the Bible” part 2.   

Attention Members: We need all members to go to www.churchofchristwasilla.com website and register. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven.” Mat. 18:19 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the power of thine hand to do it.” Prov. 3:27 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 79                                                                    

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
