        AT YOUR WEAKEST MOMENT...       CONT…
    During such times of weakness and vulnerability, we should pray as David did, "Set a guard, 0 Lord, over my mouth; keep watch over the door of my lips. Do not incline my heart to any evil thing, to practice deeds of wickedness with men who do iniquity; and do not let me eat of their delicacies" (Ps. 141:3-4).  
    We've been warned that Satan has many "devices" (2 Cor. 2:11). Chief among these is his ability to detect our weaknesses and attack us there. Please realize that you must work hardest during your weakest moments, because that is when Satan is at work against you.       Greg Gwin
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------                                                                                              

              YOUR PROBLEM  
                        IS YOU
    Who is your biggest opponent? Who gives you the most trouble?  From whom do most of your challenges and struggles come? You may already have the culprit identified.  Chances are, you may be wrong.
    You likely have looked this person in the face today, probably more than once.  It was that person looking back at you in the mirror.   
    The greatest challenge any of us face is self.  Really. 
    Think about Jesus' fundamental instruction about following Him. He said, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me” (Matt. 16:24). 
    Most people never get past the very first requirement to follow Jesus: deny self.  Our culture is certainly of absolutely no help.  All day every day we're told that self is to be indulged and satisfied and served and fulfilled.   Self is moved to the front of the line and made the highest priority.  Happiness itself, we're told, depends on satisfying self; that is, getting what we want.   
    And there stands the lonely voice of Jesus with His unwanted message of self-denial.

    Think about it, though.  Was Jesus successful?  Was He happy?  Was He contented and fulfilled?  We often talk about being like Jesus and walking in His steps.  Doing so doesn't mean attempting to do what cannot be done, rather, it is achieving what is within reach of us all.  
    That doesn't mean it's easy. "Christ did not please himself" and so neither should we (Rom. 15:1, 3).  The attitude that Christ had, which we are to have is that we “Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves” (Php 2:3, 5). 
    The first step to follow Jesus is the biggest; deny self.  
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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        COME DOWN FROM  

           THE MOUNTAIN
    “When He had come down from the mountain, great multitudes followed Him.”  Matthew 8:1 When the cold winds of winter blow, there is great comfort in a warm and well-built house.  If the roof covers well, the walls are strong, and the windows are tight, the cold winds may blow as they please.  Those within the house are insulated, unaffected, and safe. 
    Some time ago, I read that the first thing you are supposed to do when you get into your car is to lock your doors Wow!  Safety first is the admonition.  Maybe it reflects our general attitude.  It seems there is a common tendency to fear having too much contact with other people.  Years ago, children were warned not to take candy from strangers.  More recently, it seems we have gotten more to inhibiting any kind of contact with any stranger.  We live in locked houses, drive locked cars, bank with automated tellers, purchase groceries in the self-checkout line, and buy our dinner at the drive-thru window.  Maybe I am exaggerating a bit, but probably not too much.   
    We like insulation by separation.  Perhaps, that is one of the reasons online friendships are so popular.  By using internet connections, there is a feeling of safety while still being in touch with people.  No doubt, the ability to communicate so easily is one of the great blessings of the modern age.  It is still not to be confused or equated with personal contact.  It is a kind of insulation.  We are inclined to express things without fear of ramifications that might cause us to hesitate if they were done in person.  If we are insulated or separated, we have less fear, more comfort, and we generally feel safe. 
    Take note.  Jesus came down from the mountain.  He was not just a mountain top preacher.  He didn’t just address the crowds.  He didn’t delegate contact to His minions (the twelve), and isolate himself.  He ministered to people.  He was in personal contact with people.  He touched people.  He did make great orations to the multitudes, and He did send disciples to carry duties in various places.  It appears that He did so to be able to cover a larger area and more people.  Sometimes, others were sent, simply to let people know that He was on His way to them.
    He moved among the people, from the greatest to the least.  Sometimes he was even criticized because He was too often in contact with the lesser ends of society.  At the same time, He was found in the homes of the influential and wealthy.  In every case, He was dealing with the needs of individuals as well as larger crowds.  Jesus took time to heal all the sick, give sight to blind beggars, multiply food for the hungry, and even lovingly bless little children.  He was a person in touch.   
    There were those who tried to insulate Him.  It didn’t work.  He likened Himself to a doctor.  There were people who needed Him. The church is not a “closed door worship committee.”  
    The church is more a work of ministering people to people.  As important as our assemblies for worship may be, they do not replace the work of ministering to people.  Some ministry is done at a distance, but much is only done when we are hand in hand, and face to face.  We need to be sure to come down from the mountain to be like Him.    
  Russ Dyer    
          AT YOUR WEAKEST

                   MOMENT...
    ... that's when Satan will tempt you to sin. Our adversary is no fool. He's not going to waste time and effort by working against your strengths. He will attack you when you are the weakest and where you are most vulnerable. 
    Here's an example: Someone has had harsh words to say about you. They have assumed the worst, impugned your motives, jumped to false conclusions, spread rumor and innuendo about you. How will you react? You are angry, hurt, insulted, disgusted. The strong temptation is to strike back, to get even, to put this person "in his place". But, you must not submit to the temptation. God's word says, "Never pay back evil for evil to anyone... Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good" (Rom. 12:17, 21). It's hard to follow this instruction at the moment, because you are weak and vulnerable. But this course of action is best - the Lord says so, and our own experience bears this out. 
                                                                                CONT. ON BACK….
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems.
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson.

Member Being Deployed: Tim Reed will be deployed overseas starting Feb. 20th to July.
Attention Members: We need all members to go to www.churchofchristwasilla.com website and register. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.” Mat. 18:20 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “Strive not with a man without cause, if he have done thee no harm.” Prov. 3:30 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 64                                                                    

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
