                HAVE A GREAT YEAR!

    In order to have a successful year to come, it’s necessary to process the year just completed.  That was the advice of a so called “thought leader” on the web in the areas of leadership, personal development and business.  It’s good advice. 
    We all love the opportunities and “freshness” of a new year.  But the excitement of this new beginning can soon wear off and we fall into the ruts of the “same old, same old.”  As you may be thinking about your upcoming year and the things you’d like to accomplish, are you giving consideration to spiritual goals and objectives?  I certainly hope so.  Here are some things to think about as you anticipate the coming year. 
    1. Change.  If you have no plans to change in the coming year, you have no intention of growing.  If we’re not happy with where we are and what we’ve done in life up to this point, then in order to get different results, we’re going to have to change our habits, our behaviors, our attitudes and our thinking.  Spiritual growth demands change. 
    2. Process this past year.  Think back over the past year.  How have you grown? What crises have you endured?  What losses have you experienced?  What victories have you achieved?  What was your biggest failure?  What was your biggest success?  If you could, what would you have done differently?  Do you have any regrets?  Can you identify any missed opportunities?  In other words, what can you learn from the year just completed?    How can you apply that to the upcoming year?  

    3. Press on.  A look into the past is not intended to cause us to try to live there, to be overwhelmed by sorrow and regret, or even to rest on previous successes.  Always we should be pressing on (Phil. 3:14).  Constantly we must abound in the work of the Lord (1 Cor. 15:57).  Be ever zealous for doing good (Titus 2:14).   

    This year could be one of the greatest you’ve ever experienced, spiritually speaking.  But you must be intentional and purposeful in making it happen.
                                                                                     David Deffenbaugh
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
     Recipe for a Happy New Year

“'For I know the plans that I have for you,' declares the LORD, 'plans for welfare and not for calamity to give you a future and a hope.” Jeremiah 29:11 (NASB). 

H - Honor God by your life, Eccl. 12:13; Matt. 6:33; Rom. 12:1-2.

A - Attend every service possible, Heb. 10:25; Acts 2:46-47; 5:42; 20:7.

P - Pray always, I Thess. 5:17.

P - Practice the “Golden Rule,” Matt. 7:12.
Y - Yield not to temptation, Matt. 6:13; 26:41; Luke 22:40.
N - Never murmur or complain, Philippians 2:14.
E - Endeavor to save others, I Cor. 9:22; see Prov. 11:30.

W - Worship sincerely, John 4:23-24. 
Y - Yearn for Bible knowledge, Matt. 5:6; I Peter 2:2; II Pet. 3:18.
E - Enlarge your faith, Luke 17:5.

A - Always be considerate, Heb. 10:24.

R - “Remember Thy Creator,” Eccl. 12:1.                    
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
Preacher             Phone                           Email:

Sam Carman:        501-467-2239      capt.samcarman@gmail.com
Elders                 Phone                           Email:                  

Ed Maxwell:          907-373-5583      ed@churchofchristwasilla.com
Hans Nicholson:   907-230-2969       hnichs@gmail.com     
Deacon
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                 THE END, BUT  
             A NEW BEGINNING 

    As I was writing the past week’s bulletin, it came to mind, we are fast coming to the end of this year. It seems just like yesterday, I was considering that 2015 was just around the corner and I was considering what needed to be done to bring 2014 to end. Will guess, what here we are again looking at a new year, which is fast approaching us.  
    Let us note what Paul said in Philippians 3:13 “Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead,” Many times as I have pondered this passage, it brought some interesting conclusions, which have been beneficial to me as a Christian. Yes, as we live daily, we are learning lessons, which will bring us closer to the Lord and help deal with what life brings our way. Paul brings up two things, which must be considered. Number one what we have left behind and what is before us. Far too many, try to live in what is behind us, when it would be of more benefit to learn the lessons and leave the past in the past where it belongs. In addition, of the mistakes or victories we cannot go back and change them or relive them. But, of the future our knowledge of the word and what we have learned from applications of these concepts learn from scripture, which is what will aid us in living right before the Lord. Paul also gave another passage, which I keep before my eyes and in my mind Dailey as I face what comes my way. This is Philippians 4:13 “I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Paul a man, who knew persecution, spoke these words. Paul knew setbacks, he knew successes, and he knew what it meant to be put in prison, when he did no wrong. A man, who understands that the only aid in the times was a man who is the Son of God, named Jesus Christ. He was positive, because He knew “I can do all things”. He was positive, because he did this not by or himself, but in Christ. 
    As we come to the opening of 2016, like Paul and other Christians of the first century, we must do this through Jesus Christ. Yes, the devil will make life miserable, hard, full of temptations, but we can overcome the one called Satan through Jesus Christ.  
    In 2016, our challenge is to walk closer to God, though Christ. Our Challenge is to be present for all assembles, to serve from the Heart. Yes, this is the challenge for the rest of our lives (Rev 2:10).   
                                                                                    Lyndal Werner
     Bible Class is Important      
          I AM THE NEW YEAR 
    I am the New Year; three hundred and sixty-five days of unspotted, unspoiled, and unused time. I am a clean slate of opportunity, a reflection of what MIGHT BE rather than what HAS BEEN. I am the youth of an ageless tomorrow bidding farewell to the hoary head of the fond memory of yesterday. I am the fresh breeze of opportunity that blows across the fields of yesterday's broken and forgotten promises.  
    To some I will be nothing more than a fleeting resolution that will blaze across the pale sky of self-determination and fade into the midnight of lost hopes and forgotten dreams. To others I will usher in a new day of optimism, hope, and genuine change. My diary contains unlimited resolutions, once made in earnest and then broken in haste. My features are a mystery, for no one can tell what is in store for tomorrow. Each day brings new insight as to what I will be after I have completed my journey. I am the opportunity to achieve those things which for some reason or another were left undone in the previous year.  
    To the financier I am interest accumulated at a fixed percentage rate. To the student I am that one step closer to graduation. To the small child I am another summer camp, Thanksgiving holiday, or Christmas wish. To every parent I contain the joy of watching a child grow and mature for another fifty-two weeks. To the young I am dreams and hopes dressed in daily determination. To the child anxious to open another present under the tree, I come too slowly; to the aged, I come too often.  
    For some, this year will bring unparalleled opportunities. For others it will bring disaster and ruin. To all, it will bring us twelve months closer to eternity.                                                                      Tom Wacaster
                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems.
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson.

Kelly’s Gender Reveal Party: Will be held on Jan. 2nd at 2 P.M. at the Kelly’s home. All are invited.  
Attention Members: We need all members to go to www.churchofchristwasilla.com website and register. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven.” Mat. 18:10 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “The LORD by wisdom hath founded the earth; by understanding hath he established the heavens.” Prov. 3:19 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 90                                                                    

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
