    UNFATHOMABLE, YET KNOWABLE CONT…
    That, though, does not mean that knowing God is a fool's mission. Far from it. God desires very strongly to be known and so has made Himself known. This is God's revelation of Himself which He has accomplished through His word, the Bible, through His Son, the Word, and even through His handiwork, the creation. He assures us that when we seek Him we can find Him, though He is not far from each of us (Acts 17:27). We can know God as He desires to be known. 
    I believe this is one of those instances in our faith of "theological tension." Tension is when two seemingly contradictory or opposing influences are at work at the sometime and in the same place. Tension isn't always bad and can even be used constructively. Tension wires, pulling in opposite directions, are what hold tall radio, television, and cell towers in place. In the same way we must know God and also know that He can never be fully comprehended by us. 
    Knowing the unknowable may seem contradictory but both notions are vitally necessary in our pursuit of knowing God.    David Deffenbaugh 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------   
       WHO SETS THE STANDARD?
    When Dick Fosbury was a 16-yearold high school student in Medford, Oregon, he wanted to be good at the high jump, a popular track and field event. However, Fosbury could not jump over the five-foot bar, the qualifying height for most high school jumpers in his day. Fosbury was too tall to execute the "straddle method," a technique that required the jumper to go over the bar face-first, while bringing each leg over the bar individually. There was no rule regarding how a jumper could clear the bar, he only had to jump off of one foot, Fosbury began experimenting with all sorts of techniques, finally perfecting a method that sent him over the bar backwards, bending his torso over the bar and then arching his legs in the shape of a rainbow, so that his body would curl over the bar. The success of that technique was dramatic. He was the NCAA national champion in the high jump in 1968, and then he went on to win the Olympic gold medal in Mexico City that same year, clearing a height of seven feet, four inches. His technique, popularly known as the "Fosbury Flop," is the only method used by high jumpers today.

     Dick Fosbury found a way to meet the standard. At first, the standard seemed impossible, but he did not give up. He did not try to lower the standard so that he could achieve it; he simply used his talents to reach his goal. God sets the standard for our lives. Before we were born, He knew us (Jer. 1:5). It is our duty to "fear God and keep his commandments" (Eccl. 12:13). His commandments are not burdensome (1 John 5:3). We should not try to lower God to our level. We should not try to manipulate God's word to meet our selfish needs. We should use the talents He gave us to fulfill His will for our lives.
                                                                                                      James Hayes   
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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      DO YOU UNDERSTAND

    “So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?" - Acts 8:30
     It is not only possible, it is common.  Every word may be readable.  The meaning of every word may be readily understood.  The practical application of their combined meaning may be lost. 
    Divine guidance brought the serving preacher to a desert road to meet with the travelling student and worshipper.  The preacher, Philip, asked the travelling student if he understood what he was reading.  The response is classic.  “How can I, unless someone guides me?” (Acts 8:31).  The man is educated.  The man is in a responsible government position.  The man is knowledgeable and decisive.  He can read.  He can understand the words.  Still, he needs someone to help him understand the meaning and the application of it.  Once the questioning man allowed the teacher, Philip, to explain the meaning and applications to him, he saw the value of what it meant to his life.  If he had not allowed the instruction, I have no doubt that the man would have returned to his home and may never have been baptized.  The message would have remained a mystery. 
    There is a part of any of us that wants to believe we don’t need help; especially when it comes to understanding what we need to do and be in life.  So, it does take some well developed humility for some of us to admit we need some help.  How wise we would be if we could simply apply the thinking of Bill Wither’s song, “You just call on me brother, when you need a hand.  We all need somebody to lean on.  I just might have a problem that you'll understand.  We all need somebody to lean on.”  Really, we all want to believe in our own capabilities.  We just need to realize that those capabilities include knowing when we need help and using it. 
    Achievers look for answers.  Information with understanding is always a key to achieving goals, and having success.  Guidance is seen as an opportunity to learn, and learning is seen as the keystone of getting where one needs to be.  Solomon knew.  He wrote, “A wise man will hear and increase learning, And a man of understanding will attain wise counsel.” - (Proverbs 1:5).  Lack of understanding is only a shame if we refuse to do anything about it.   
    Perhaps, there is no area of our knowledge in which we are more inclined to allow ourselves to lack in understanding than in our personal knowledge of God and His Word.  It is noted in the prophecy of Hosea that a lack of knowledge is destructive (Hosea 4:6).  Limiting knowledge stands like a great wall in the path of progress.  In contrast, there is the challenge to teach the instruction of God to the next generation in a daily, ongoing way.  We all need teaching. 
    So anyway, suppose the Ethiopian traveler had read those words, dismissed their meaning, and simply closed his scroll.  He could have remained without understanding, and even lost.  Because he was willing to allow Philip to share the greater meaning of the prophetic passage, that man’s life was changed.   
    Reading is great.  Understanding is even better.  Don’t be too proud to draw from the guiding resources around you.  You never know what valuable understanding may come your way as a result.    Russ Dyer  
                 UNFATHOMABLE, 
                  YET KNOWABLE 
     Several years ago, noted theologian J. B. Phillips wrote a classic work titled, Your God is Too Small. In it he challenges the inadequate conceptions of God that all too often dominate people's thinking. Basically, he says, whatever your thinking is about God, it's not "big" enough. 
    He's right. It just isn't within the realm of possibility for a finite, mortal mind to fully comprehend the infinite, eternal God. It's an exercise destined for failure. God even acknowledges that explicitly. His peace—here is just one individual aspect of God's nature, character, and blessing intended for man — "surpasses all understanding" (Php. 4:7). His judgments are "unsearchable" (Rom. 11:33). Christ's love "surpasses knowledge" (Eph. 3:18). Knowing God, God says, is beyond us. 
                                                                                  CONT. ON BACK…

                                Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Maddy Goddard, Hans Nicholson , and Danesa Nicholson’s sisters  Ilean.
Traveling:  Terry Campbell Mar. 9th thru May 7th.
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson and Tim Reed. 
Men’s Business Meeting: Will be Sunday Mar. 27th after morning services. All agenda items are due today Sunday Mar. 20th.
Baby Shower: For Whitney Decker today Mar. 20th @ 1:30 at Danesa Nicholson’s.  
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.” Mat. 21:13 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “For the ways of man are before the eyes of the LORD, and he pondereth all his goings.” Prov. 5:21 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 79                                                                    

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
