          ONE MUST ACCEPT
   "He who rejects Me and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day" (John 12:48).

     In this verse Jesus asserts His authority over the eternal destination of us all. Heaven or hell will be the final abode of the resurrected body and spirit of every one, depending upon the acceptance or rejection of Jesus.

    Consider the open and shut reasoning of the following points.

    TO BE SAVED ONE MUST ACCEPT JESUS. He is the absolute and unshared means of salvation. He said, "No one comes to the Father but through Me" (John 14:6). One of His apostles, Peter, preached, "There is salvation in no one else" (Acts 4:12). This is the most clear, uncompromising and indispensable truth of God's word; without it, the pattern of Christian salvation crumbles.

    TO ACCEPT JESUS ONE MUST ACCEPT HIS WORD. In the verse above, Jesus associated rejection of Him to not receiving what He calls, "My sayings" which, in the rest of the verse. He equated to the "word I spoke."

    Does this mean that the only words truly important in the New Testament are ones contained in actual quotes of Jesus, found between quotation marks or printed in red letters?

    No!

    In John 14:26, Jesus said to His disciples, "But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all that I said to you." To those who would later be instrumental in writing the Epistles of the New Testament, Jesus explained that the inspiration giving them this ability would come by the Holy Spirit and consist simply of those things He had already taught them. In other words, the teaching explaining Christianity in Acts through Revelation would not be any different than what Jesus described in our text as "My sayings."

    Conclusion: All teaching of all the books of the New Testament are Jesus' words and equally important. Jesus said to His disciples, "the one who listens to you listens to Me" (Luke 10:16).

    THEREFORE, TO BE SAVED ONE MUST ACCEPT HIS WORD. In the above text, Jesus said, "The word I spoke is what will judge him [the one who rejects Jesus] at the last day."

    In a future scene of Judgment Day, it is written, "the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds" (Revelation 20:12). From the verses in this article, it may be logically inferred that, before eternity begins, the books to measure each person saved or lost will be twenty-seven in all, the books comprising the New Testament. Plus, the fact of each one being judged "according to their deeds" requires that the New Testament not just be learned, but also lived.

    A final exam is coming. Are you prepared?

   “Dear God, our Father in heaven. We praise Your name. Thank You for giving us the guide to eternal life, through the written word, the Bible. As each day brings us one day closer to Judgement, we are aware we can have confidence on that day through a careful study and diligent application of what our Savior tells us. In Jesus' name, amen.”                                                             Floyd Kaiser
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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Elders                 Phone                           Email:                  

Ed Maxwell:          907-373-5583      ed@churchofchristwasilla.com
Hans Nicholson:   907-230-2969       hnichs@gmail.com     
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Wayne Ezell          907-414-0613      nytman09@yahoo.com
  WHAT MANNER OF PERSON                                   OUGHT WE TO BE?            
    The key word in 2 Peter 3:814 is “look.” It describes an attitude of excitement and expectation as we wait for the Lord’s return. Since the world and its works will be dissolved and even the very elements will be disintegrated, we fix our hope, not on anything in this world, but on the Lord. Because we neither know the day nor the hour of His return, we must constantly be ready. The Christian who neglects the “blessed hope” (Titus2:13) will gradually develop a cold heart, a worldly attitude and an unfaithful life. If he is not careful, he may even become like the scoffers and laugh at the promise of Christ’s return.

    Therefore, this expectant attitude ought to make a difference in our personal conduct (2 Peter 3:11). The word translated “manner” literally means, “out of this world, foreign.” Because we have “escaped the corruption that is in this world” (1:4), we must live differently from the people of this world. To the world, Christians behave like “foreigners.” Why? Because this world is not our home! We are “strangers and pilgrims” (1 Peter 2:1) headed for a better world, the eternal city of God. We are looking for “a city which hath foundations, whose builder and make is God,” because, here we have “no continuing city, but we seek one to come” (Hebrews 11:10; 13:14). Therefore, “what manner of person ought we to be?” We ought to be STEADFAST (1 Corinthians 15:58; 1 Peter 5:89).
    We must maintain steadfastness in the “apostles doctrine, fellowship, breaking of bread and prayer,” as did the early Christians (Acts 2:42).

    We ought to be FORGIVING (Ephesians 4:32; Luke 23:34). The Indians of New England had a means of ending conflict. They would meet with the opponents—dig a deep hole on the battlefield—take two hatchets—put them in the hole and cover them up. Therefore, we have the phrase, “bury the hatchet” (Romans 12:18). We ought to HUNGER for God’s Word (Matthew 5:6; Psalm 1:13; 119). So many are suffering from spiritual deficiency. They are starving for the nourishing Word of God. Their bodies are in shambles. Just as the physical body needs a steady diet of food, the soul needs a steady diet of Bible.

    We ought to be EVANGELISTIC (Mark 16:15). In this passage, Jesus gave the apostles a command to obey. This was a command, not a suggestion. One man said, “Interest in missions is not an elective in God’s university of grace. It is something in which every disciple is expected to major.”

    We ought to SEEK FIRST God’s kingdom and righteousness (Matthew6:33). In light of the fact that this world and the things associated with it will be dissolved, we should live our lives seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness – that is, having holy conduct and godliness. Christians should be different, not odd. When you are different, you attract.                                                      Mark N. Posey

___________________________________________________________
             CAN YOU SEE GREATNESS?
    Some people just don't know greatness when it's staring them in the face. Even following the Wright brothers' historic Kitty Hawk flight, most people remained exceedingly skeptical. They continued refining their newfangled flying machine and their understanding and harnessing of newfound aeronautical principles much closer to their Dayton, Ohio, home largely unnoticed. Foreign governments and interests stepped up much sooner than those on their native soil.

    Outside of shepherds who specifically had been visited by a heavenly host, and foreign dignitaries who discerned the significance of an eastern star, the arrival of God on earth in human form went largely unnoticed. Mary was told that the unanticipated child she was to bear would be great (Lk. 1:32). That greatness remained undetected for decades. Even on his first return visit to His hometown synagogue after his ministry began-though the familiar faces were well enough impressed-they still could only see Him as Joseph's son (Lk. 4:22).

    In part, the greatness He achieved is evidenced by the attention He still garners two millennia after His birth. Impressive to be sure. Higher still is the greatness accorded Him by His Father who has seated Him at His own right hand in the heavenly places, though, again, largely unnoticed and unrecognized (Eph. 1:20). Time is coming though, when His true greatness will be seen and acknowledged by all, without exception (Php.2:10).                                   

    Humanity is not well-served to fail to see His greatness, staring us right in the face.                                                                                   David Deffenbaugh 
      Bible Class is important
                       Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Maddy Goddard and Danesa Nicholson’s sisters  Ilean.
Traveling:  The Betti’s and the Nordstrom’s, Daniel Gipson, and Terry Campbell until May 7th.
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson and Tim Reed. 
Men’s Breakfast & Training Class: Sat. April 30th  “I Sought For A Man” lesson #3.  
Wednesday Service Date Change: Due to High School Graduation mid week Bible class on May 11th will be moved to Tuesday May 10th.   

Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “For many are called, but few are chosen.” Mat. 22:14 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “My son, keep thy father's commandment, and forsake not the law of thy mother:” Prov. 6:20 (KJV)

Attendance last Sunday: 71                                                                    

Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
