               BLESSED HOPE
    How futile life would be without real hope! Hope is cause for joy (Romans15:13)! Little wonder then why many in our world lack joy. Sadly, far too many people live day by day not ever discovering real hope. Real hope, in contrast to false hope, is anticipation, a surety. It is not a “wish” or “guess,” but rather it is a sure guarantee. According to God’s Word, real hope involves at least three concepts.
    Firstly, real hope involves a condition. Hope can be lost by a person walking away from the truth of God’s Word. “If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel…” (Colossians 1:23a). The conditional “if” is a serious part of lasting hope. My eternal hope depends upon my everyday obedience. If a person decides to walk away from hope, hope is gone until that person decides to come back. Thankfully, God is always waiting for the apostate’s return (Luke 15:11ff).
    Secondly, real hope involves an expectation. Far too many Christians face each day as though they “may have hope” or they “wish they had hope.” However, real biblical hope is not a wish or a guess, but it is a promise! What kind of life would the Christina life be if we only guessed or wished for our eternal hope? John promised, “These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God? that ye may know that ye have eternal life …” (1 John 5:13a). Our hope in Christ is as sure as anything of which we can be assured! “In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began” (Titus 1:2). “That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us? Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil” (Hebrews 6:18-19).
    If you are faithful to Christ, you must be “Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Titus 2:13). Lastly, real hope involves a foundation. The difference between the Christian’s hope and the “hope” of the world is that the Christian’s hope is undergirded and protected by a sure foundation (contrast Ephesians 2:12 with Ephesians 2:20ff? cf. 1 Peter 1:3). The fact that Jesus is the Son of God secures and strengthens the hope of the one who belongs to Him. Life can now be lived with joy and peace because of the hope we have in Christ. Oh that all would have this hope! The difference between a futile life and a fantastic life centers on real hope. “Now the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that ye may abound in hope, through the power of   the Holy Ghost”  (Romans 15:13).                                               Rodney Nulph
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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     “CONTEND  EARNESTLY…”
    Jude instructed men to "contend earnestly/or the faith which was once for all delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3). There are many men now living—quite a number of whom are members of the Lord's true church — who hold that it is simply not Christ-like to contend for the faith. But this passage corrects that erroneous claim. To "contend earnestly for the faith" is to strive in combat, to engage in a fight, and such like, and, since earnestly carries the idea of intensification, it is clear that Jude 3 teaches that men are to fight with great intensity for the Truth and against error.
    Obviously, this does not mean that Christ wants men to engage in petty quarrels. He does not wish that men should wrangle for the sake of strife. Such activity must grow out of a heart that is filled with selfishness, haughtiness, and pride. But one can be humble, loving, kind, and deeply concerned for the cause of Christ and for the souls of men while fighting desperately for the Truth of the Gospel. Jesus did. Peter did. Paul did. And so did many other faithful men during New Testament days. And so have many men who have lived in our day. Of course, there are many people who have a perverted sense of love and kindness and a distorted sense of what it means to be Christ-like.
    Such people are severely critical of those who spend most of their lives in doing what the Holy Spirit, through Jude, enjoins men to do. But faithful men must not allow themselves to be intimidated into becoming unfaithful no matter how unpleasant the criticism of liberal, modernistic thinkers may become. Rather, one must remember not only such persons as Jesus, Peter, and Paul, but also men such as Stephen, who disputed with the Jews and put them to rout by his arguments which proved that what he was preaching was of God the Father. (Acts 6:9-10; 7:51-60). Stephen spoke very strongly and argued cogently. Yet, it seems hardly likely that any mere man loved his audience more than did he. Even as men were stoning his life's blood from him, Stephen prayed, "Lord, lay not this sin to their charge" (v. 60). This writer challenges any man to show greater love.
    In spite of the pseudo-optimistic attitude of many people, there are teachers of false doctrine in this world and there are doctrines being taught which will cause those who believe and obey them to be lost (2 The. 1:7-9). There are preachers and elders in the Lord's church who teach error on fundamental doctrines—doctrines about which one must be right in order to be saved. Such men must be opposed, and those outside of the church who teach error must also be opposed. It is a grievous error to suppose that by merely pretending that there are no false teachers and there are no false doctrines. God's pleasure will rest upon us if we do nothing about false doctrines and false teachers.

    Many Christians, it seems, adopt a "holier-than-thou" attitude simply on the ground that they — in contrast to some others — never engage in any kind of controversy. The late B.C. Goodpasture once told me about a preacher who said to him, referring to the pulpit work with a certain congregation, "as long as I am in this pulpit, nothing controversial will ever be preached." There are a number of things wrong with this statement. In the first place/ no one can preach the whole counsel of God without preaching that which is controversial, at least with some persons. In the second place, such sentiment is directly opposed to the sentiment (and actions) enjoined upon men in Jude 3! Since no one can defend the faith without presenting sound arguments, then it is obvious that Jude 3 demands that men both recognize and honor the Law of Rationality.

 Thomas B. Warren Deceased
___________________________________________________________
         GOOD NEWS AND BAD NEWS
    There is a lot of bad news out there, as mirrored on TV and the Internet. The stock market is in trouble, thousands of Americans jobs are on the line, and threats of terrorism are shadows in the background. And then there are our own personal pain and problems to contend with. Financial, physical, medical and relationship problems touch every one of us from time to time. The bad news is bad news will always be here as long as this earth exists.

    But the good news is. God's good news lasts FOREVER! We are told to rejoice in the Lord always! (Philp 4:4). The good news takes care of life's biggest problem: sin and it's terrible results. The good news gives us hope, the promise of eternal joy, a pure purpose and a rewarding relationship with God our Savior. The good news of God's grace enables us to overcome all the bad news that the world and the devil can throw at us. So be encouraged. God's good news is victorious over bad news. Rick Laing
                       Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Maddy Goddard and Danesa Nicholson’s sisters  Ilean.
Traveling:  The Betti’s and the Nordstrom’s, and Terry Campbell.
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson and Tim Reed. 
Men’s Breakfast & Training Class: Sat. April 30th  “I Sought For A Man” lesson #3.  
Wednesday Service Date Change: Due to High School Graduation mid week Bible class on May 11th will be moved to Tuesday May 10th.   

Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “For in the resurrection they neither marry, nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels of God in heaven.” Mat. 22:30 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and reproofs of instruction are the way of life:” Prov. 6:23 (KJV)
Attendance last Sunday: 61   
Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
