            You’re Wearing That?!?
    What a person wears—or fails to wear—is a common theme of religious discussions, written and verbal. It appears (or sounds) to me that many, if not most, of these are misdirected.

    I’m all for the move toward modesty. But like so many other such concepts people try to quantify what really isn’t quantifiable. Sure, in some situations rules have to be put in place and that’s all well and good—no shorts, shorts must meet the “3-finger” or ‘dollar bill’ rule, no sleeveless dresses or tops, no tanks, etc., etc.

    Appropriateness also becomes part of this discussion when it’s not just dress in general, but dress for specific occasions—like worship.The unwritten—and I suppose sometimes written—rules are as culturally traditional as they are thoughtfully considered. Does God really prefer that men wear a tie in worship?

    When the Bible actually talks about dress, and especially dress for worship, the emphasis is not on the physical, but the spiritual. “Worship the Lord in holy attire!” (Psa. 29:2; 96:9; NET).God’s preferred dress for worshippers is holiness.

    Here’s the thing—we can be dressed modestly and appropriately for worship and still be improperly clothed. But if we are clothed in holiness first, modest and appropriate will take care of themselves.

    It certainly isn’t that we should cease to address concerns about a Christian’s clothing. But doesn’t it seem right that we would hear at least as many conversations about holiness as we do about dress?
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                     Memorial Day
    As I set considering what Memorial Day meant this past May 29th many ideas crossed my mind. I was never in the war but I have always been proud of our men who did go to defend freedom. This is true of all those who have gone to war, who have died and came back home after the fighting was over. I also have great pride in our present soldiers as they serve our country during such times.  The individuals had to fight the enemy at home and abroad. It is sad to see the injured and those who have passed because of this fighting. But this was done by these Soldiers to keep our country and others free from oppression as has been forced on many.

    It is sad that many in our country have forgotten the sacrifice and ultimate Sacrifice of many. I know we remember on Memorial Day, but let us honor our soldiers, naval, Air force and other military as they serving our county.

    World War II was fought to end all wars, but did it? We have fought several since those days. I am afraid we will have to fight more.  We will always need to honor and respect the solider and what they must do to defend our freedom.
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                  Have You Invited 
                  Someone to VBS?                                   
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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             We Walk by Faith
    "Being therefore always of good courage, and knowing that, whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from the Lord (for we walk by faith not by sight); we are of good courage, I say, and are willing to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord. Wherefore we also make it our aim, whether at home or absent; to be well-pleasing unto him" (2 Corinthians 5:6-9).

    In the passage just prior to these words Paul had written that God had wrought for us the assurance that He would clothe our mortal frame with an immortal one and gave us the earnest of the Spirit as His assurance of this. Paul, living with the expectation of a future resurrection and immortal body, frequently wrote of this hope in his various epistles to brethren and/or churches. This hope of a future resurrection was the foundation for his seeing the unseen and having strength to enable him to, in even the most severest of persecutions, regard those afﬂictions as "light" (2 Corinthians 4:17).

    Conﬁdence in God’s word had a constant effect upon the apostle. It empowered him with because he knew that so long as he was in the body, he was absent from the Lord. In his mind he was a pilgrim, a sojourner, and he believed that to be at home with the Lord (which necessitated that he depart from the body) to be inﬁnitely better that to be at home in the body for he wrote the Philippians that "I am in a strait betwixt the two, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for it is very far better" (Philippians 1:23). He could with courage be optimistic about the future — it would be better — far better — than any joy he might experience in earthly life.

    Paul did not know what that immortal body might be; he knew simply that God had ﬁtted all creatures with a suitable body for the state in which they lived and he was conﬁdent that God would ﬁt a body (home) for his soul for that state of eternity. John expressed the same expectation: "Beloved, it had not yet been manifested what we shall be. We know that if he shall be manifested, we shall be like him, for we shall see him, even as he is" (1 John 3:2). And, such hope on John’s part makes him "echo" Paul’s words: "And every one that hath this hope set on him puriﬁeth himself, even as he is pure" (1 John 3:3).

    So "we walk by faith and not by sight." Paul’s faith by which he walked (lived) was the consequences of God’s word: "Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the word of God" (Romans 10:17). Jesus’ promise "I go to prepare a place for you" (John 14:2) had been given to His original twelve apostles but was not intended exclusively for them. Paul had such a hope and which hope he assured us was for all them "who love his appearing" (2 Timothy 4:8). Peter told us that God hath granted unto us his "precious and exceeding great promises" and that through them we can escape the corruption which is in the world by lust (2 Peter 1:4).

    The good courage of Paul, the result of his unswerving faith, lay in the ﬁdelity and trustworthiness of God’s word. "Let God be true, and every man a liar" the Roman writer wrote (Romans 3:4). God, who cannot lie, promised eternal life to His faithful before time eternal (Titus 1:2). The Hebrew writer tells us that Abraham’s faith was based upon two immutable things: God’s promise and God’s oath (Hebrews 6:13-14). Our faith rests upon the same two things.

    Because of his conﬁdence in God’s promise and his awareness that sharing in them was conditional upon his own steadfastness, Paul made it his aim "to be well-pleasing to God." Even though he felt that his departure would mean that he would be with Christ (Philippians 1:23), he wrote to the same church the following words: "Not that I have already obtained or am already made perfect: but I press on, if so be that I may hold on that for which also I was laid hold on by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I count not myself yet to have laid hold, but one thing I do, forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which are before, I press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3:12-14). He wrote the Corinthians, "I buffet my body and bring it into bondage: lest by any means after that I have preached to others, I myself should be rejected" (1 Corinthians 9:27).

    We must imitate Paul if we would be a co-heir with him of eternal life. We must be of good courage, knowing, as he knew, that "the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which be revealed to us ward" (Romans 8:18). We must also reckon that we have not yet laid hold on that prize and so, with singleness of purpose, we press on toward it!   
                                                                                                Jim McDonald
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                       Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Maddy Goddard, Abby St Clair, Danesa Nicholson’s sister Ilean and Deanesa’s father.
Congratulations: Logan and Whitney Decker on the birth of a baby boy James Reece Decker born May 25th . James weighted 6 lbs. 1 oz. 
VBS: Starts June 6th and runs through June 10th 9AM to 12 noon. 
Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson and Tim Reed. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “But he that is greatest among you shall be your servant.” Mat. 23:11 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “Therefore came I forth to meet thee, diligently to seek thy face, and I have found thee.” Prov. 7:15 (KJV)
Attendance last Sunday: 68   
Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
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