     THOUGHTS ON MARRIAGE
The divorce rate in America is now around 50%.  “Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for any cause?”  “Not so,” said the Lord.  What happens that changes those moments of starry-eyed splendor into unconcern and apathetic feelings?  Consider these observations:  

*He married her because, among other things, her hair looked so beautiful. He divorced her because she spent too much time fixing her hair.  

*He married her because she was such an adept conversationalist. He divorced her because she talked all the time.  

*She married him because he enjoyed her home cooking. She divorced him because he never took her out to eat.  

*She married him because he was a “real sport.” She divorced him because he refused to give up his “sport.”  

*He married her because their families shared a common background. He divorced her because her family interfered in their affairs.  

*She married him because he was so attentive to little things. She divorced him because he was oblivious to important things.  
An ideal marriage is not one in which people marry to be happy, but to make the other happy.  This means to give as well as take; to forget as well as to remember; to love as well as to be loved.                     copied
                         We Gave         

We gave … when we wanted to receive.        

We served … when we wanted to feast.       

We shared … when we wanted to keep.       

We listened … when we wanted to talk.        

We submitted … when we wanted to reign.        

We forgave … when we wanted to remember.        

We stayed … when we wanted to leave.        
                                                   Patti and Dillon Bayes 
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“the gospel of Christ is the power of God unto salvation” Romans 1:16

God’s Plan of Salvation

· Hear……………………………………. Romans 10:17

· Believe………………… Mark 16:16; Hebrews 11:1-6

· Repent………………… Acts 2:38; II Corinthians 7:10

· Confess………………. Romans 10:9, 10; Mt. 10:32,33

· Be Baptized…………………. Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16

· Arise & walk in newness of life…….…Romans 6:4
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            Kicking the Can 
             Down the Road
    With reference to those who procrastinate and desire to wait to deal with pertinent matters, an old adage puts it like this, “you are just kicking the can down the road.” The problem with this philosophy is that you will eventually have to deal with a particular problem and the longer you refuse to find a solution makes the situation even worse. Several who serve in Congress were using the phrase in recent weeks with regard to raising our debt ceiling. They made the observation that refusing to bring down the national debt is like kicking a can down the road. Eventually our nation will have to deal with the enormity of our debt and by refusing to do so now could bring economic calamity later. 

     It has been my observation that each of us can be like a number of politicians who refuse to deal with an issue at hand. For example, many families have stretched themselves to the limit refusing to live within their means. Credit card debt is at an all-time high. Why? Because most folks want instant gratification and when it comes to purchasing items they cannot afford they go ahead and by them and worry about how they pay for it later. The writer of Proverbs warns, “The rich rules over the poor. And the borrower is servant to the lender” (Pro. 22:7).  We kick the can down the road when we refuse to follow the principles of good health. The body is designed by our creator and He provided quality food to help maintain a healthy body. Over indulging in food that is high in fat, carbohydrates, sodium and sugar may not be so much of a problem when one is young but a poor diet and lack of exercise will eventually bring on a series of health related issues, including heart disease, high blood pressure, diabetes, and certain cancers. Paul said the body of a Christian is the temple of the Holy Spirit. The apostle continued by saying, “For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1 Cor. 6:19,20).  The writer of Proverbs gives this warning: 

Hear, my son, and be wise: And guide your heart in the way. Do not mix with winebibbers, Or with gluttonous eaters of meat; For the drunkard and the glutton will come to poverty, And drowsiness will clothe a man with rags (Pro. 23:19-21). 
     Speaking of drunkenness, the consumers of alcohol, along with smokers and drug abusers, are, likewise, kicking the can down the road with regard to the ramifications that such will have on their health. Furthermore, such that partake of these things often become addicted and as the years go by they find it more and more difficult to be set free from these addictions. 

     There are many who are spiritually kicking the can down the road by refusing to obey the gospel of Christ. Despite the clear teaching regarding matters that pertain to salvation, and the urgency of obedience to the gospel, most who refuse to obey do so because in their minds they still have time to do so in the future. The same is true of those who have wandered away from God. They kick the can down the road by saying, “One day I will get things right with God.” Like Felix (Acts 24:25), they look for a more convenient season, which possibly will never come. In fact, the warning is clear the longer one procrastinates or kicks the can down the road the more the conscience becomes seared (1 Tim. 4:2; cf. 2 Thess. 2:11). When it comes to your soul’s salvation, friend, don’t kick the can down the road. “Whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow” (Jam. 4:14). “Today, if you will hear his voice, Do not harden your hearts…” (Heb. 3:15). Barry Grider
         Thank You 

         To All That Helped 

   Make 2016 VBS A Success 
                       Our Family News 
Please Pray For: Linda Gipson (Daniel’s mother) heart problems, Abby St Clair, Danesa Nicholson’s sister Ilean and Deanesa’s father and Carol Waldron.
Traveling: Sam Carman, Ed and Phyllis Maxwell, Charles and Nell Kelly. 

Service Members Overseas: Christian Larson and Tim Reed. 
Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, Sundays at 9am, on Q99.7 FM.

Today’s Scripture: Jesus said “Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.” Mat. 25:13 (KJV)

Today’s Proverb: “Hear; for I will speak of excellent things; and the opening of my lips shall be right things.” Prov. 8:6 (KJV)
Attendance last Sunday: 82   
Please update us concerning those on the prayer list.        Thank You 
