
September 23th, 2018 BULLETIN for the 

God’s Plan of Salvation 
Hear .......................................................... Romans 10:17 
Believe ............................... Mark 16:16, Hebrews 11:1-6 
Repent .............................. Acts 2:38, II Corinthians 7:10 
Confess ................. Romans 10:9-10, Matthew 10:32-33 
Be Baptized ................................ Mark 16:16, Acts 22:16 
Arise & Walk in Newness of Life ................... Romans 6:4 

MEETING TIMES 
Sunday: 

Bible Classes: 10AM 
AM Worship: 11AM 
PM Worship:    6PM 

Wednesday: 
Bible Study:    7PM 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tue./Thur.    3PM-7PM 

COME JOIN US! 
The church of Christ at Wasilla meets at: 
 
2061 N. Merciful Circle 
Wasilla, AK 99654 
(907) 373-5773 

 
Visit our website at: 
www.churchofchristwasilla.com 

Visitors Always Welcome; Members Expected 

THINK ON THESE THINGS (Philippians 4:8) 
 

 

ELDERS: 
Ed Maxwell  (907) 373-5583             ed@churchofchristwasilla.com 
Hans Nicholson (907) 230-2969                                 hnichs@gmail.com 
DEACONS: 
Joe Murdock (907) 715-0089               montana2189@hotmail.com 
Wayne Ezell (907) 414-0613                         nytman09@yahoo.com 
Phillip Kelly (907) 632-1118 affordablehydroseeding@hotmail.com 
EVANGELIST  
Bill Beebe (907) 841-9261              bill@churchofchristwasilla.com

Pray For:  Viki Watson (Danesa’s sister-in-law), Helen Spicer, Jennifer 
Morigeau and her sister, Desiree are better but still need prayers, An-
thony Johnson (Carla’s brother), Wayne and Cathy Ezell, Doris Fikes, 
Peggy Beebe,  Abby and Steve,  and Nate. 

Prayers Answered:  Jennifer Morigeau is much better and back at work.  
Robert Webster (Peggy’s nephew) is back at work.  Ben was released 
from his tour at he hurricane on Thursday.   

Traveling/Working: Slope workers, The Murdock”s are away for a while 
longer.  Alice Stone is traveling to NYC for training and will be gone for a 
few more weeks. Ed and Phyliss are traveling outside for a month. 

Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio 
program, Sundays at 9am, on 99.7 FM. 

Today’s Scripture: “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; 
but the greatest of these is charity.” 1 Corinthians 13:13 (KJV)  

Today’s Wisdom:  “Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose 
hope is in the LORD his God, 6  who made heaven and earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, who keeps faith forever;” Psalm 146:5-6 (ESV)  

Check the Website:  It contains more detail and additional news and 
photos.  

Attendance Last Sunday:  58/37 Record: 96 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto sal-

vation to everyone that believeth…”   
–Romans 1:16 KJV 
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Have you ever wondered just what is meant by “faith”?  The dictionaries de-
scribe it as: 

• Confidence or trust in a person or thing: faith in another’s ability 

• Belief that is not based on proof: He had faith that the hypothesis would 
be substantiated by fact 

• Belief in God or the doctrines or teachings of religion: the firm faith of the 
Pilgrims. 

While these are informative, the best definition is given by the Holy Spirit Him-
self through the writer of the book of Hebrews.  It is defined by Him there as: 
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen.” Hebrews 11:1 (KJV).    

We can take a look at the rest of the  11th chapter of Hebrews for more infor-
mation on faith.  It begins by telling us that by faith Able offered a more excel-
lent sacrifice to God than did Cain.   We are not told how Able knew to offer 
that sacrifice only that God viewed is more favorably than he did the offering of 
Cain.  But the writer of Hebrews tells us that Able offered it with faith and that 
pleased God.  Later, around verse 7 we are told that Noah was warned by God 
about things that had not yet been seen by men, and that his faith spurred him 
to obey God and build a boat.  Up until that time of the flood the earth had 
been watered only by a mist, it had not rained , nor had there ever been a 
flood.  Noah had no way of knowing what either rain nor flood was.  But he 
acted by faith  in the word of God and built a very large boat on dry land.  It 
took him 120 years  to build, but throughout that time his faith in God never 
waivered.  And when the time came, he and his family were saved because of 
his faith.  Then we read of the faith of Abraham.  He was told by God to leave 
his home and travel to a foreign land, which he did.  Then he was told that he 
would have a son in his old age, which he did.  Then  he was told to sacrifice 
that son to God, which he fully intended to do until an angel of the Lord 
stopped his hand.  His faith in God never waivered.  In the face of leaving every-
thing he knew, in the impossibility of having a son at such an advanced age of 
both he and his wife, and in the reality of giving him up to the Lord Abraham's 
faith never weakened.  Finally we can look at Moses as an example.  He gave up 
being the grandson of the most powerful man on earth to wonder in the wil-
derness as a sheepherder.  Then when God called out from a burning bush, he 
went back where he faced the very real chance of being  condemned as a mur-
derer to lead a reluctant people to the land promised them by God.  During 
that 40 years, he faced many challenges brought about by the very people he 
was trying to help.  But his faith never waivered.   

While not mentioned in Hebrews 11, we can read about the faith of other 
great men and women in the early church.  Peter, whose faith waivered 
twice; once when he was on the water with Jesus and next in the courtyard 
at Jesus’ trial.  But in the end he was finally strong, as Jesus knew he could 
be, suffering arrests beatings and finally being crucified upside down for his 
faith.   And Mary, the mother of John Mark.  Her faith caused he to allow the 
Christians to use her home for a meeting place when doing so could have 
cost her everything.  Then we can read about Paul.  He gave up a promising 
career, traveled over 8,000 miles a large part of which was on foot and 
suffered beatings, stoning, arrests, shipwrecks, and was finally killed in Rome 
for his faith.  And finally John, the disciple that Jesus loved.  He suffered 
beatings, exile and boiling in oil for his faith but died an old man with a still 
strong faith.  
 
So considering all of these how do we define faith?  It can be defined as an 
unwavering belief in something greater than ourselves.  That seems to be 
the underlying thing that all of these men and women shared.  Able’s belief 
in God caused him to offer the best of his flocks.  Noah ‘s belief in the word 
of God was tested for 120 years, yet he never waivered.  Abraham and Mo-
ses believed so strongly in God that they gave up everything to obey Him.  
Peter, James, John and Andrew gave up their livelihoods and businesses.  
Mary risked everything to support the fledging church.  And Paul  gave up his 
career to follow something that his peers thought of as heretical.  And a lot 
of them lost their lives for their faith. 
 
Faith is the very substance of what we hope for and the evidence of things 
that we do not see.  What is it that you hope for the most?  Is it something 
that is in the world, or is it Heaven and an eternal life with God?  Do you 
place your hope is a new car, or a new and larger home?  Do you hope for 
more money?  If these are the things that you truly hope for, your faith is 
being misplaced.  Hoping for material gain causes your faith to be based in 
the world and not on God and Jesus.  In the end, it will result in the same 
fate that awaited Cain, the men and women of the age of Noah, and count-
less others who depended on the world for their future. 
 
True faith, that  thing that is the very substance of what we should hope for 
(an eternity in Haven) and the evidence of those things that we can not see 
(God the Father,  Jesus and the Holy Ghost) can only come to those who are 
willing hear the Gospel message, believe it and act on that belief by full obe-
dience throughout a lifetime. 

Faith By: Bill Beebe 


