
September 22nd, 2019 BULLETIN for the 

God’s Plan of Salvation 

Hear .......................................................... Romans 10:17 
Believe ............................... Mark 16:16, Hebrews 11:1-6 
Repent ............................... Acts 2:38, II Corinthians 7:10 
Confess .................. Romans 10:9-10, Matthew 10:32-33 
Be Baptized ................................ Mark 16:16, Acts 22:16 
Arise & Walk in Newness of Life .................. Romans 6:4 

MEETING TIMES 
Sunday: 

Bible Classes: 10AM 
AM Worship: 11AM 
PM Worship:   5PM 

Wednesday: 
Bible Study:   7PM 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tue./Thur.    Call or Ck Web 

COME JOIN US! 
The church of Christ at Wasilla meets at: 
 
2061 N. Merciful Circle 
Wasilla, AK 99654 
(907) 373-5773 

 
Visit our website at: 
www.churchofchristwasilla.com 

Visitors Always Welcome; Members Expected 

THINK ON THESE THINGS (Philippians 4:8) 

 

ELDERS: 
Ed Maxwell  (907) 373-5583             ed@churchofchristwasilla.com 
Hans Nicholson (907) 230-2969                                 hnichs@gmail.com 
Paul Stone (907) 491-1170                       good_nooz@yahoo.com 
DEACONS: 
Joe Murdock (907) 715-0089               montana2189@hotmail.com 
Phillip Kelly (907) 632-1118 affordablehydroseeding@hotmail.com 
Logan Decker (907) 244-1777                  logan.decker9@gmail.com 
EVANGELIST 
Bill Beebe (907) 841-9261              bill@churchofchristwasilla.com

Pray:   Pray for Abby St Clair concerning her upcoming surgery. Terri Douthitt , Alice 
Stone and Peggy Beebe needs our prayers.  Pray for Herb and Jean Watson.  Pray 
for Thad Douthitt. Pray for Kenneth Hurst who is being deployed to Kuati.   

Traveling/Working: Slope workers.  

Men’s Breakfast Meeting:  There will be a men’s breakfast meeting Saturday Sep-
tember 28 at the Mat-Su Family Restaurant.  It will begin at 8:00 AM, all the men 
are encouraged to attend. 

Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio program, 
Sundays at 9am, on 99.7 FM. 

Gospel Meeting: Windell Fikes will preach a short meeting here from September 29 
to October 2, 2019.  Invite your neighbors, and plan to attend. 

Evangelism:  We will continue our fall door knocking Saturday.  Plan now to partici-
pate. 

Men’s Meeting:  There will be a Men’s Business Meeting  today immediately follow-
ing morning worship service. 

Today’s Scripture:  “the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not 
expect him and at an hour he does not know” Matthew 24:50 (ESV)  

Wisdom for Today: “57 The LORD is my portion; I promise to keep your words.” 
Psalm 119:57 (ESV)  

 
Attendance Last Sunday 97/54: Our Record: 107 

For more detail, please go to the web site. 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto sal-

vation to everyone that believeth…”   

OUR FAMILY NEWS 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
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Most of us understand expectations.  I suspect that all of us have expected 
something in the past, some of it good and some not so good.  The interesting 
thing is that different people can look at the same event with different expecta-
tions.  I remember that my Fire Management Officer (FMO) and I were headed 
up toward Trappers Creek to look at something related to fires when we re-
ceived a radio message to come into Anchorage.  I told the dispatcher that we 
would be in the next day because we already had plans for that particular day.  
My supervisor got on the radio and told me report to his office immediately.  
On the way in, we got a call from the dispatcher who asked that we call him by 
phone.  My FMO made the call and when he got back into the truck he was 
extremely upset.  The dispatcher told him that the supervisor was laying a trap 
for us over something that he thought we either had done or had not done. 
The entire way into Anchorage my FMO was in a panic.  He expected the worst 
possible outcome.  As far as I was concerned, neither of us had done anything 
wrong so I was not overly worried about the meeting.  When we got to the su-
pervisors office, we were ushered into a room where they had set up a table 
with three chairs and two chairs about 8 feet away from the table.  My supervi-
sor was in the middle chair at the table and his two primary staff were in the 
other chairs.  We had to sit in the chairs in front of the table.  As it turned out, 
my supervisor asked his question which he expected would incriminate us.  My 
answer completely defused the situation, and after a couple more questions we 
were completely exonerated and were told to continue with the work we had 
planned for that day.   

The point of this story is that different people can look at the same event and 
come to entirely different conclusions based on their expectations.  My supervi-
sor expected to catch us in some wrong doing, my FMO expected to be repri-
manded or suspended for a few days, while I expected that we would be found 
innocent of what they accused us of doing.   

The same thing often happens in religion.  People read passages and their ex-
pectations taint their conclusions.  While there is no evidence at all in the Bible 
that children are born in sin, Calvinist who have been taught that all their lives 
look at a passage like Psalm 51:5 (KJV) where David says “Behold, I was shapen 
in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.” and their expectation causes 
them to understand this verse as saying “I was born a sinner, and was a sinner 
from the time I was conceived”.  On the other hand, those of us who believe 
that the Calvinist Doctrine is false, have a different expectation.  We under-
stand that this verse is saying “My parents were in iniquity when I was con-
ceived and my sinful mother gave birth to me.”  Another passage that is very 
often understood differently by people with different expectations is the ac-
count of the Pharisee and the Publican.  In Luke 18:9-13 (KJV) Jesus is teaching 
his disciples through the avenue of a parable.  In this passage He says: “9  And 

he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous, and despised others: 10  Two men went up into the temple to 
pray; the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. 11  The Pharisee stood and 
prayed thus with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, 
extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. 12  I fast twice in the 
week, I give tithes of all that I possess. 13  And the publican, standing afar off, 
would not lift up so much as his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, 
saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.”  Those who teach that all we need 
to do to be saved is to accept Jesus into our hearts and say a sinners prayer 
see this passage as teaching this very thing.  They point to the next verse as 
proof of this. In that verse Jesus says “14  I tell you, this man went down to his 
house justified rather than the other: for every one that exalteth himself shall 
be abased; and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.” Luke 18:14 (KJV).  
Those of us who do not believe that the Bible teaches us to say a sinners 
prayer for salvation understand that this parable is teaching about two Jews 
who were in the Temple.  We point out that Jesus doesn't say that one was 
lost and the other saved.  Both, being Jews, had a relationship with God.  
One was humble and the other was proud.  Jesus’ message is that God ac-
cepts the humble and rejects the proud. 

So it is clear that our expectations can cloud our understanding of God’s 
word.  Therefore it is critical that when we study the Bible we rid ourselves 
of expectations and just take the word for what it says.  We must let the 
written word, which has been given to us by the Holy Ghost and free of our 
expectations, tell us what God wants us to understand.  It is only then that 
we can come to the proper understanding and therefore find ourselves 
“rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15 KJV).   

We also must determine what Jesus’s expectations for us are.  The tip we 
received from the dispatcher allowed us to know what my supervisor ex-
pected to happen at the meeting and we were able to devise a plan to 
diffuse the situation.  The Holy Spirit has given us the Bible and through it we 
can come to understand God’s expectations for us.  God expects us to be 
sinners “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” Romans 3:23 
(ESV).  But He also expects us to respond to the gospel.  We do this by 1) 

Hearing and believing (Romans 10:14), 2) repenting (Acts 17:30),3) confessing 
our belief in Jesus as Gods’ son and our resurrected savior (Acts 8:37), and    
4)being baptized by immersion in water to wash away our sins (Acts 22:16). 

But that is not all God expects, He expects us to be fruitful (Colossians 1:10) 
in every good work and in the knowledge of God.  He expects that we will 
study and increase in knowledge of His word and He expects that we will 
produce Christians (John 15:2).  The question today is “Have you left your 
expectations out when studying and are you meeting God’s expectations? 

Expectations By:  Bill Beebe 

 


