
February 9, 2020 BULLETIN for the 

God’s Plan of Salvation 

Hear .......................................................... Romans 10:17 
Believe ............................... Mark 16:16, Hebrews 11:1-6 
Repent ............................... Acts 2:38, II Corinthians 7:10 
Confess .................. Romans 10:9-10, Matthew 10:32-33 
Be Baptized ................................ Mark 16:16, Acts 22:16 
Arise & Walk in Newness of Life .................. Romans 6:4 

MEETING TIMES 
Sunday: 

Bible Classes: 10AM 
AM Worship: 11AM 
PM Worship:   5PM 

Wednesday: 
Bible Study:   7PM 

OFFICE HOURS 
Tue./Thur.    Call or Ck Web 

COME JOIN US! 
The church of Christ at Wasilla meets at: 
 
2061 N. Merciful Circle 
Wasilla, AK 99654 
(907) 373-5773 

 
Visit our website at: 
www.churchofchristwasilla.com 

Visitors Always Welcome; Members Expected 

THINK ON THESE THINGS (Philippians 4:8) 

ELDERS: 
Ed Maxwell  (907) 373-5583             ed@churchofchristwasilla.com 
Hans Nicholson (907) 230-2969                                 hnichs@gmail.com 
Paul Stone (907) 491-1170                       good_nooz@yahoo.com 
DEACONS: 
Joe Murdock (907) 715-0089               montana2189@hotmail.com 
Phillip Kelly (907) 632-1118 affordablehydroseeding@hotmail.com 
Logan Decker (907) 244-1777                  logan.decker9@gmail.com 
EVANGELIST 
Bill Beebe (907) 841-9261              bill@churchofchristwasilla.com

Pray:  Kenny Dearing broke his femur.  Wayne and Cathy, Peggy Beebe,   
Han’s nephew, he is missing. 

Ladies’ Retreat:  The Anchorage church of Christ will host a Ladies’ Retreat 
March 20-21.  The theme this year is 20/20 Vision Looking Upward.  Speaker 
will be Maria Cox from Nikiski.  Ladies’ plan to attend. 

Traveling/Working: Slope workers.  JoAnn Maxwell and E4 are visiting family 
in Bethel, Steve and Abby are in Juneau. 

Radio Program: Listen to “Searching the Scriptures”, our weekly radio pro-
gram 

Women’s Study: The women’s study this month will be Saturday February 
29, 2020, at 1:00 PM at the Building.  All the women are encouraged to 
attend. 

Evangelism:  There are several bible studies ongoing.  Check the website and 
attend if you can. 

Today’s Scripture:  “For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to 
be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.” 1 Corinthians 
15:9 (KJV)  

Wisdom for Today:  “His bones are full of the sin of his youth, which shall lie 
down with him in the dust.” Job 20:11 (KJV)  

Attendance Last Sunday xx: Our Record: 107 

For more detail, please go to the web site. 

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of 
Christ: for it is the power of God unto sal-

vation to everyone that believeth…”   

OUR FAMILY NEWS 

CONTACT INFORMATION 
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Most of us have something that we feel guilty about.  It may be that we cheat-
ed on a test, that we lied about our age, that we were not faithful to our 
spouse, but whatever it is it becomes baggage that we carry around throughout 
our lives.  We may have repented and asked God to forgive us, and He will 
when we truly repent and ask for forgiveness.  But we can’t seem to forgive 
ourselves.  And the weight of this baggage becomes greater and greater and 
before long we are so mired in a sense of remorse and regret that happiness 
and peace of mind are only a faint memory of something in our distant past.   

We certainly are not alone in this, after all Paul had baggage that he carried 
with him.  In 1 Timothy 1:15 (KJV) Paul made the following statement:  “This is 
a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.”  He elaborated on this some in 1 
Corinthians 15:8-9 (KJV) where he stated; “And last of all he was seen of me 
also, as of one born out of due time.  For I am the least of the apostles, that am 
not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.” It is 
almost a certainty that Paul carried this baggage with him throughout his life.  
We know that he prayed to have something removed;  “And lest I should be 
exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was 
given to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I 
should be exalted above measure. For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that 
it might depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: 
for my strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather 
glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” 2 Corinthi-
ans 12:7-9 (KJV).  No one is certain about what this “thorn in the flesh” was.  I 
have read about two things that have been proposed for this and my brother 
has postulated a third possibility.  It could have been his eyesight (Galatians 
4:15), it could have been sexual urges (1 Corinthians 7:4-9).  And my brother 
thinks it could be guilt because of his statement in 1 Corinthians 15:8-9.  What-
ever this thorn in the flesh Paul referred to, it was his baggage. 

It is almost certain that Peter had baggage that he carried as well.  It would be 
impossible for him not to remember that night that Jesus was arrested and his 
actions in the courtyard.  “Then took they him, and led him, and brought him 
into the high priest's house. And Peter followed afar off.  And when they had 
kindled a fire in the midst of the hall, and were set down together, Peter sat 
down among them.  But a certain maid beheld him as he sat by the fire, and 
earnestly looked upon him, and said, This man was also with him.  And he de-
nied him, saying, Woman, I know him not.  And after a little while another saw 
him, and said, Thou art also of them. And Peter said, Man, I am not.  And about 
the space of one hour after another confidently affirmed, saying, Of a truth this 
fellow also was with him: for he is a Galilaean.   And Peter said, Man, I know not 
what thou sayest. And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew.  And the 
Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the 

Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me 
thrice.  And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.” Luke 22:54-62 (KJV).  Think 
about the guilt Peter would have had when Jesus turned an looked at him.  
When their eyes met, Peter must have felt the worst kind of shame and re-
gret.   

But what made them both men of destiny, men that changed history itself 
and turned the world upside down (Acts 17:6) was their ability to continue 
to do what they knew that they should do regardless of the baggage that 
they carried.  Regardless of what the thorn in the flesh that Paul had, he 
accepted Gods reply to his prayer and became the Apostle to the Gentiles 
and the man that God knew that he could be.  Peter was given the keys to 
the Kingdom by Jesus (Matthew 16:9) and proved to be the very person that 
God needed to open the kingdom.  It was Peter who preached the sermon 
on Pentecost and went to see Cornelius.  In both situations Peter used those 
keys to open the Kingdom doors.  At Pentecost, he opened the door to allow 
the Jews into the Kingdom and at Cornelius’ house he opened the door to 
the Gentiles.   

It was principally about these two men and their willingness to follow Jesus 
that Luke wrote the Book of Acts about.  When God told Paul that His grace 
was sufficient for him (2 Corinthians 12:9), Paul accepted his state and did 
what he could for Jesus even with his “thorn in the flesh”.  After Peter’s and 
Jesus’s eyes locked together that fateful night, Peter repented and worked 
the rest of his life to expand the kingdom of Jesus whom he had denied 
three times.  And not only did Peter and Paul carry baggage,  and continued 
to work for the church but a lot of Christians did as well.  In 1 Corinthians 6:9
-11 (KJV) Paul states  “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the 
kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,  Nor 
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall in-
herit the kingdom of God.  And such were some of you: but ye are washed, 
but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the Spirit of our God.”  

What baggage are you carrying?  Is it as heavy as Paul’s was.  Is it as heavy as 
Peters?  Is it the baggage that the Corinthians' had?   What ever the baggage 
you have, you can bear it by the grace of God and become the Christians 
that you were meant to be.  Because of the example of Paul and Peter.  Be-
cause of the martyrs of the early church and their background.  They were 
willing to die for Christ although many had sins that would be impossible to 
forget.  We all have baggage that could weigh us down if we let it.  But it is 
through the grace of God that it can be carried.  Become the Christians that 
you truly want to be and let God take your baggage away. 

Baggage By:  Bill Beebe 

 


